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PREFACE, 



Without rhetorical pretenflions, and omitting the asual, 
"We view with alarm," I would simply lend my little mite to 
the educational work, which shall prepare the minds of men 
to learn war no more. 

I beg my readers to lay aside all mere beliefs, all mysti- 
cisms, all legendary oracles, and examine this work under 
the light of their own reasoning faculties. 

No great reform can be successfully introduced until the 
people are ready to champion it. But, judging by the signs 
of the times some great changes are imminent and neces- 
sary in both our religious and political environments. I pro- 
ceed, not for the purpose of creating strife nor heart burn- 
ings, because we have enough of those already, but hoping 
that the right person at the right time, either by refuting 
these arguments or assisted by these views, will give the bugle 
call in the proper key that will strike the heart strings of the 
American people, and they, by reverberating in harmony and 
love shall produce the song of full and genuine freedom. 

When a thought has presented itself to my mind I have 
never tried to flee from it, nor unthink it, nor to cast it "be- 
hind me, Satan," but I have tried to analyze it as best T could; 
I have aimed to be honest in my conclusions, and have never 
been at war with my conscience on account of it. I have in 
my feeble and limited way searched every kind of writings 
that I have been able to secure, and my own heart, for the 
truth, and if I have copied from the words of others without 



giving them the deserved credit, it wae not done for the pur- 
pose of stealing their glory, but to reproclaim their good words 
to the glory of God, of whom, they were and are still, a part. 
To present them in a manner that will give them the much 
needed "now-a-day" effect, and to keep them alive in the eter- 
nal present, in which we must always live, if we ever do live in 
reality and in fact. I am humbly grateful to them all but I 
know that they would not have me go through life backward 
to the extent of begging their pardons. 

At last, because my ideas on political economy seem so 
different from those commonly taught by the party politicians, 
and believing that a large majority of the American people 
are Socialists and do not know it, I am impelled to write this, 
my first book. To my critics and all those who find it im- 
possible to agree with me, I would simply request that they 
"take it to the Lord in prayer" or "tell their troubles to a 
policeman," because when a man is obliged to work hard, 
from eight to twelve hours a day, as I have done while writ- 
ing this book, he does not have time, nor can he afford to try 
and smooth the troubled waters upon which his critics may 
be trying to sail (for there are others whose troubled waters 
need some walking on), I realize that the questions I am try- 
ing, in my feeble way to handle are of awful importance. They 
have baffled the world through all time before me, but I have 
written the truth as I have had the light to see it, and not 
until the masses of humanity, who are engaged in honest la- 
bors that make life worth living, shall realize that we are 
living beings, and that life is what we make it, then, hoping 
that this'Kttle work can be counted as one drop in the shower 
pf reason and free-thought, that helped to revive and nourish 



our wilting hepee, and advanced us into a state o<f free and 
happy men and women, the author and hi» co-workers may 
cease such labors as the following. 

If by writing this book I have wounded the feelings of 
anyone who is trying to live right, I am sorry f ol* it, but it may 
be the fault of their ignorance of the truth, as well as mine, 
and I cannot help it; it is my manner of worsihiping God in 
the "Temple not made by hands," the universe; it is the Re- 
lion of Nature. 

O. A. STRICKLAND. 

Salt Lake City, Utah. 



Note. A new word "Auto-archy" has recently been 
coined by the Rev. Heber J. Newton of "All Souls Church," 
New York, meaning "Auto" self; "Archy" government (self 
government). It is in this sense that the word "Socialism" is 
used throughout this book, rather than as a party slogan. 
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i INTRODUCTION. 

THE POWER OF MONEY. 

1 recently interviewed hand-out Joe, 

And he gave me a great surprise, 

He told me some things that I'm grieved to know. 

And I want to ask you if they're lies; 

Baid he, "Truth and Honor forbid me to work 

And see my hard earnings corraled by some shirk, 

I would live, and I care not for money. 



The Pioneer Bob and the Workingman Bill, 
Who block out the homes for a nation^j^ 
They furnish the muscle, the brains and tl e skill 
Which results in man's iDoasted creation. 
They number their hours of labor by twelve, 
They brave every danger, they dig and they delve. 
Not to live, only just to make money. 



The factory girl trembles in deathly fear. 

When the boss is seen wearing a frown, 

She hafi measured her strength with a millionaire 

Whose wealth by her labors has grown; 

She suffers his tyrannies small and great. 

Exists in ^heer anguish both early and late, 

Stttl, are they ^ot both making money? 



An abstract of title lies harmlessly (?) there 

On a beautiful marble slab. 

The mortgage is written, for the title's been clear 

Since some government made the big grab. 

Just offer that banker this same farmer's lot, 

Would he make the change? No, he'd rather be shot, 

And he only does this to make money. 



The weird politician, old Shylock's best tool, 

Of all human vipers the worst; 

Would barter his birthright, the poorly paid fool, 

For gall to quench conscience's thirst; 

With a lie in his heart that stings like a thorn 

He curses the day that he was born — 

Poor whipped slave to the power of money. 



The soldiers march onward in martial array — 

One horrible killing machine. 

Bent upon murder, (Shame) Heroes? You say — 

To kill those whom they never have seen. 

They belie their own nature, when willing to die, 

Insane with forced anger they hardly know why. 

Only some one is bound to make money. 



The evangelist shouts, here's the Blood of the Lamb 

Look out for the Devil is coming! 

He knows that to mankind he's not worth a clam 

So he don't want no cash, he's just bumming. 

Let some one drop a thousand as you would a dime. 

He reluctantly (?) takes it, just for this single time. 

But, oh no, he is not making money. 
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We loudly boast of our public school; 

True 'tis Old Glory's finn foundation; 

But the children of only a favored few 

Can complete their education. 

While yet babes they find Shylock holds contracts of old, 

With their flesh held for ransom, and he MUST have his gold, 

So they're forced to get out and make money. 



When we try every test and find a man brave, 

We choose him as our Legislator; 

To guard against evils and let our flag wave 

O'er this of all nations the greater. 

But how oft do we bow in shame and disgust 

To see how our statesmen betray their great trust 

When given a chance to make money. 



The mother, the moulder of mankind's career. 

Is baffled beyond compare; 

Her hopes for her boy are in deep revere — 

Brave soul, may she never despair. 

But how oft her mirth falters in the midst of her song, 

For she knows that the teachings of men are wrong, 

In regard to the making of money. 



The child of today who is destined to be 

The citizen of tomorrow, 

Is crushed 'neath the pangs of poverty 

All hopes, but the dawn of sorrow. 

The human mind is so flexible, so like potter's clay, 

On the lathe of priests and liars it almost MUST obey, 

And yield to the power of money. 



When man shall prize honor and truth above pelf, 

His vision will soon become clear, 

He'll see all mankind have such rights as himself, 

And also love freedom as dear. 

Then we'll know, it is lower to receive than to give, 

True love displace greed, and we'll learn how to livCj 

Oh how gladly we'll stop making money! 

Then he said: (And I wondered if he was a knave) 

There's a brighter day now dawning; 

Education has dug old Shylock's grave — 

There under the willow it's yawning; 

And the old fellows sick — if he dies, let him go. 

All the children of Eve will live better I know. 

Let us bury this worship of money!" 

The calm cool conviction so fixed in Joe's eye. 

Proved to me that our hearts were in union. 

I could not rebuke him — I hardly know why — 

But I relished the sweet communion. 

He said some strange things about "SOCIALIST LAWS" 

And I vowed that with him I would help in the cause. 

To take power away from money. 

And I know, as I reason from cause to effect, 

.That no one will lose by the deal; 

That those who have millions to pay for respect 

Can get it and won't have to steal. 

With them and their children from grim want secure 

They will love the most lowly for their hearts CAN be pure; 

We must banish the power of money. 

(Addendum; "Vox Pojjuli, Vox Dei.") 
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CHAPTER I. 
ONE FREE LIFE AT A TIME. 

Of all the men that I lave best, 

The Honest Kicker beats the rest; 

I'll take his truth instead of grammar, 
If he speaks, as with a forging hammer, 

Then, if his words prove a mistake. 

They will such an impression make 
That he can fix them to the letter, 
Then kicking harder, say, them better 
For one free life at a time. 

And he's the man, when sorrow comes 
And mankind wails in Shylock's slums. 

Speaks softer, sweeter words of love 

Than angels know of up above; 
And he offers friendship's sacrifice 
To war alone, with wrong and vice. 

And teach that freedom does not mean 

A license, to be low, nor screen 

The glories of one free life at a time. 

And this man has some gems of thought, 
He does not ask for miracles wrought, 

But that Nature's truthful laws where broke 

Appears to him a monstrous joke; 
Or else some villain must have lied 
To satisfy dishonest pride. 

He kicks, for in this unjust scramble 

He sees our lives one monstrous gamble, 
At a cost of one free life at a time. 

(Read "Marcus Aurelius.") 



11 

^1t ia idle to chop logic and spin sentiment in the face of 
facts, and a lover of truth hates a quibbler." 

Life is too full of forced cants. There is, there can be, 
*iio greatness in things, in material things of themselves, their 
greatness is determined by the uses and dispositions made of 
them. The greatest greatness, and the only* true greatness 
in the world is attained only by unselfish love and service, 
or self-devotion to one's fellowmen. 

The only practical use to be made of the past, is to con- 
sider the examples it contains; the future must depend on 
our manner of applying those examples to the present time; 
life exists in the present time only. THERE IS NO TIME 
BUT THE PRESENT. 

"The truth will never die!" 

Let us inquire what mighty consequences are involved \u 
these little words. Whither have they not led? To what 
are they not destined to lead? Because of them, thrones have- 
given way; hierarchies have fallen; dungeons have disclosed 
their secrets; iron bars, and iron laws, and more, iron prr?- 
judicei^ have given way; the prison house of the mind hath 
burst its fetters; science disclosed her treasures, tfuth her 
moral beauties; and civil liberty when sheathing her con- 
quering sword, will prepare truth to sit down in peace at 
the feet of knowledge. 

Nothing can be more unreasonable than the attempt to 
retain men in one common opinion by the dictate of authority. 
The opinion thus obtruded upon the minds of the public is 
not their real opinion; it is only a project by which they are 
rendered incapable of forming an opinion. Whenever religi 
ous or political advisers assume to deliver us from the trou- 
ble of thinking for ourselves, the only consequence it produces 
are those of torpor and imbecility. Wherever truth stands in 
the mind unaccompanied by the evidence upon which it de- 
pends, it cannot properly be said to be apprehended at all. 

What is the danger of truth? Where is the danger of 
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fact? E?rTOP and ignorance, indeed, are full of dangers. They 
fill our imagination •with terrors: They place us at the mercy 
of every external circumstance. They incapacitate us for our 
duties as members of the human family, for happiness as sen- 
tient beings, for improvement as reasoning beings. Let us 
awake from this illusion. Let us understand what knowl- 
edge is. For to know and understand is* an universal remedy. 
Let us clearly perceive that accurate knowledge regards all 
equally; that truth, or fact, is the same thing for all human- 
kind; that there are not truths for the rich and truths for the 
poor, truths for the men and truths for the women; there are 
simply truths, that is, facts which all who open their eyes 
and their ears and their understandings can perceive. 

The simple elements of all things are eternal in duration 
and ever changing in position. We may analyze or decompose 
all substances, from the rocks of the mountain to the flesh 
of our own bodies; we may destroy sentient existence, the ox 
in the market or the insect beneath our feet; we may watch 
the progress of rapid or more gradual decomposition, by age 
or disease in our own living bodies; but let us not imagine 
that here is destruction; here in only change. We may evapo^ 
rate water into steam, or convert it into air; we may trans- 
form the blazing diamond into the elements of dull carbon; 
we may stop the current juices in the plant or the tree, and 
leave it fading and withering until we find only an earthy 
heap of soil; we may arrest the action of organic life, and 
stretch the warni and sentient being, a cold, dull clod of 
corruption at our feet — yet have we neither taken from, nor 
added to, the elements before us. We have changed one sub- 
stance into other substances, ended one existence to start 
others into being. The same matter is there; its appearance 
only is changed, and its qualities diversified. By extinguish- 
ing the blaze from a burning candle we only scatter the prop- 
erties that were concentrated there; they are still in exist- 
ence, but are not comprehensible to any of our five senses. 
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And so the spark of force which we know as life may develop 
for action in a higher order of nature than we can realize here. 

These facts being so, as observation and experience at- 
test, it follows, not merely that we form at this moment a 
part of one great whole, but that we ever have and shall form 
a part of the same, under various forms, with varying quali- 
ties. The elements which now compose our bodis have ever 
held, and will ever hold a place in the vast infinity of matter; 
and, consequently, ever mingling and mingled with the ele- 
ments of all things, we stand, in our very nature, allied and 
associated with the air we breathe, the dust, the stone, the 
flower we tread; the worm that crawls, the insect that hums 
around us its tiny song, the bird that wings its flight through 
the blue ether, and all the varied multitude of animal exist- 
ences, from the playful squirrel to the lordly elejphant. 

"Immortal atoms form this mortal frame." Consider the 
minuteness and the state of perfectness that exists in the 
molecular or atomical order of existence, the individual atoms 
being so small that there are billions in a drop of water, and 
if each one were magnified to the size of a baseball the drop 
of water would appear as large as the earth. It is of these 
creatures that every known material substance in all the uni- 
verse is composed, and in this order of existence we find the 
male and female sexes, consequently, reproduction and death 
or dissolution, a constant change or evolution, and they are 
possessed of powers of knowledge, passions of love and 
hatred. They constantly show a spirit of unrest, apparently 
anxious to advance in nature. Thev move about with com- 
parative freedom without touching each other, even in the 
diamond or razor blade, just as worlds move through space, 
or like bees in a hive, being held together by aohesion, affinity, 
or love (not money), and all are struggling for independence. 
First let us view them in the (apparently) dormant state, the 
rocks and shales, clays, sands, etc. They flrst obtain their 
release from captivity by the action of frosts, corrosion, rust, 
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the action of ga»seB, etc., and are transferred by abrasions of 
winds and water to the soil. Next, under favorable condi- 
tions, they come forth in a blade of grass and grains, then 
they are flesh in the sheep, etc., and finally in the human body, 
but through all these stages of existence they, and we, are 
subjected to, and controlled by those eternally omnipotent 
and omniscient laws of nature, love and truth (God if yon 
choose), a spark of which is ever present in the heart of every 
human being, called conscience. 

But were ever those laws extending through or exiting 
in the whole universe, solar systems without end, confined 
in a man; and as the Bible pictures him, capable of com- 
mitting, abetting and sanctioning the most horrible crimes 
known to the mind of a fallen and depraved humanity? No! 
Such a God is only the product of the brain of a man or men, 
whom Shakespeare, has characterized in his play "The Mer- 
chant of Venice" as "Shylock." The bigoted robber, the 
abuser and destroyer of human happiness. And this same Shy- 
lock's brain has constructed the various religious and politi- 
cal mysteries of the world, as a blind for their depredations, 
to mystify the mind of the masses, in order to keep them for 
even in slavery; and by the help of magicians and the priest- 
craft, who mixed into their hellish schemes just enough scien- 
tific truths to make them appear as genuine authority, they 
have come awful near doing it; receiving their fat livings by 
Shylock's permission from, the "sweat of the brow"; some 
other fellow's brow, though. 

Since no two things exist exactly alike, then no two hu- 
man minds can conceive of, or comprehend this man-God, or 
any other myth, in exactly the same manner; therefore it fol- 
lows that tliere are as many Jehovahs as there are believers 
on him. 

I copy from an historical work written by Rev. William 
Ingrahm Kip, M. A., the following: 

"It is instructive to remark that in none of these monu- 
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inents of the early centuries do we see any representation of 
the Godhead, as is now so common in the Romish churches, 
under the figures of an old man, a young man, and a dove. 

* * * Even the symbolic representation of the Father 
was rare. Where it does appear, it is under the symbol of 
an immense hand isisuing from a cloud, or a ray of light 
streaming from Heaved, to imply, it may be* presumed, the 
creative and all-enlightening power of the Universal Father. 

* * * The earliest instance we have of the Eternal Father 
represented under a human form, is contained in a Latin Bible, 
described by Montfancon — ^which was presented by the Can- 
ons of the Church of Tours to Charles the Bold, in the year 
850. ♦ ♦ ♦ The statement is true with regard to the cru- 
cifixion. Not a single attempt to portray it is to be seen on 
any of the ancient monuments." 

God is the life or soul of the Universe, and that life exists 
in all things, animate or inanimate, why not in the hearts of 
men? It is a part of that life or soul, that is our lives or 
souls, joined by affinity, just as a particle of dew is a part of 
water or oceans. And_ since like attracts like, throughout the 
whole universe, it is unnatural and unlawful to part from 
the God in Nature. 

Heaven means Harmony and is found in a knowledge of 
self and Nature (God), not some unexplored country at the 
top of a flight of invisible stairs. 

Hell means discord, and exists in the ignorance of self 
and nature. They are in eternity, which means only the pres- 
ent, for the past is gone and the future never was. There is 
no down, except by the will of the law of gravity. There is 
no up, except in violation of the law of gravity. There is 
no sin except in ignorance of nature, and misuse of the pres- 
ent time. 

Whether the crystal or diamond occupies a higher posi- 
tion in nature than the dull shales is no particular person's 
business. Whether man occupies a higher position in nature 
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than the inctects is no particular person's business. They all 
have their proper stations to fill in the universe, and none 
have any authority for getting stuck up about it. 

And right herein lies a promise that is superior to any 
in the Bible, for we know that there are orders in the universe 
far above the comprehension of man, and is it not advisable 
to form a character here, which will qualify one to advance to 
those high exalted poeitions with, or in God? 

To be in harmony with humanity at large is the proper 
way to receive inspirations and revelations, for thoughts of a 
loving nature are every ready to present themselves to those 
whose nature it is to entertain them. Thoughts are things, 
just as real as the things we handle with screw, lever or 
wedge. We are living in a sea of thought just as a fish lives 
in a sea of water, and just such thoughts as the heart loves 
to entertain will come to you of their own accord, as steel 
is drawn to the magnet, because like attracts like throughout 
the whole universe. Affinity rules superior to gravity. If 
not, why does it require an external force to part a solid s^ub- 
stance. This is proven in thought waves and character build- 
ing by the force of habit. Every unnatural separation causes 
pain, especially in all sensitive creatures; then why do we 
allow greed or fear to separate us from that which Nature 
teaches us above all things to hold fast to, viz.: individual 
freedom, which must result in an universal love. 

Never entertain the thought 

That a good deed can't be done 
For that is the only kind of thought 

That makes the coward run. 

Only pure and noble thoughts 

Oan change our doleful plight, 
Great souls, rebounding honest thoughts 

Assure the reign of right, 
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A person can hold himself in a receptive condition to 
thonght waves of a base character, and they will be of a 
mean, troublesome, devilish kind, and so live in hell; or he 
oan cast oflf all associations with them and entertain only 
pure thought waves of a loving nature, love for all mankind 
and creation, and so be bom again. This can all be done 
without any religious excitement or insanity, if you will only 
acknowledge and invite the truth and power of love's uniting 
influence over mankind, and all that is good and lovable. 
Thus a person may dwell selfishly in an eternal hell, or cease 
his self aggrandizing struggles, and so enjoy the privileges 
and blessings of one free life at a time, now and forever. 
'^For the gates of hell are surely fastened on the inside and 
each person is his own warden." By creating the dread of 
hell, hell is created. And there is no eternity but the present 
time. Outside of the results of this earth's rotary motion, 
we have no means of measuring time. We should be meas- 
uring the joys and blessings of One Free Life at a time, with 
the same fullness and precision that Nature displays in her 
laws, were we living our natural human nature, free from 
greed and bossism, or "greed nourished legalism." Let a 
man addicted to the liquor habit start to live his life in the 
present time only and say "I will not take a drink just now"; 
he is a drunkard no more, and every victory thus won will 
invite thoughts of a noble character. I wish every D. D. who 
reads this would make it the subject of his next Sunday's dis- 
course, and I would like to be present to hear him squeal. 

What is prophecy? It is simply recording those precur- 
sory stages to which the human soul or character must arrive 
as it advances toward perfection. Those old patriarchs when 
they wrote those prophecies were simply stating what they 
hoped for, such changes as they realized would better the 
conditions of men, for we were then as now, gradually im 
proving, and they realized their own shortcomings. 

When the conditions were right for that socialistic revo- 
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lation against the tyrannies and religions (they are both one) 
that prevailed, the narrow bigots all cried, 'T)idn't I tell yon 
so?" or, ^T)idn't they tell ns so?" 

His name did not have to be Jesus to fulfill these pro- 
phecies; it was a common name then and is yet among the 
Spaniards and Mexicans; bnt he was the man who had a heart 
fnll of love for humanity, a knowledge of self and nature, 
and the courage to lead in the revolution. And the word 
"Christ" does not apply to any particular person as a sir- 
name; it means "the new order of things." We are writing 
prophecies every day, and they are being fulfilled every day, 
but since (thanks to heretics, free thought and infidelity) we 
have taken the thousand and one gods out of the acts of our 
daily lives, and dare to doubt the infallibility of even a Meth- 
odist preacher, we have ceased to look upon their fulfillment 
as miracles, and just to that extent we are living '^Nearer, 
My God, to Thee," and One Free Life at a Time. 

In studying the book of Isiah, which all honest theol- 
ogians admit to be the brightest of prophetic writings, we 
find a spirit of pure manhood, unadulterated by Bhylock^s 
sorcery. In fact it contains many socialistic principles, be- 
cause all socialist writers treat honestly with all humanity 
at any cost to traditions or mythology, and as all fishermen's 
hooks must be baited, so were these wt-itings admitted into 
that book, which, while containing the highest of human 
hopes and the purest of human loves, was perverted into a 
conjurer's edict at the Congress of Nice. 

In the first ten verses of the first chapter, the writer pic 
tures a condition of affairs very similar to those existing with 
us today and then he condemns private ownership and igno- 
rance among the masses, thus: 
7. Your country is desolate, 

Your cities are burned with fire; 

Your land, strangers devour it in your presence, 

And it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers. 
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11. To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifles 
unto me'^ saith the Lord: I am full of burnt offerings 
of rams, and the fat of fed beasts, and I delight not 
in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. 

12. When ye come to appear before me, who hath required 
this at your hand, to tread my courts? 

13. Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomina- 
tion unto me; the new moons and Sabbaths, the calling 
of assemblies, I cannot away with it; it is iniquity, 
even the solemn meeting. 

14. Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul 
hateth. They are a trouble unto me;. I am weary to 
bear them. 

15. And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
eyes from you; yea, when ye make many prayers, I 
will not hear; your hands are full of blood. 

16. Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your 
doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil; 

17. Learn to do well ; seek judgment ; relieve the oppressed ; 
judge the fatherless; plead for the widow. 

18. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord : 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool. " ^ 

Doesn't that show the spirit of an honest kicker? 

And where he predicted the coming of a Messiah in 
Chap. Vn., verses 14, 15 and 16, who should be called Im- 
manuel (meaning God with us), he was not referring 
to the man Jesus, but to the knowledge of Nature, Ttuth and 
Love, that should yet prevail in the hearts of men. And it 
was not the man they wished to punish, or destroy, when 
they crucified Jesus, it was his teachings of Love aud Truth, 
or NATURAL HUMAN NATURE, which was interfering 
with their political depredations. The deed was done by a 
lot of "thugs" to influence public sympathies, just as a lot 
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of old freight caxs were burned in Ohicago when the big rail- 
road strike was on in 1894. 

In chapter V., verse 13, he says, "Therefore my people are 
gone into captivity, because they had no knowledge and their 
honorable men are famished, and their multitude dried up 
with thirst." Verse 20, "Woe unto them that call evil good, 
and good evil." elust as we do today in ninety-nine out of 
one hundred business deals. Verse 21, "Woe unto them that 
ai*e wise in their own eye», and prudent in their own sight.'' 
Chapter 13, verse 17, "Behold I will stir up the Medes against 
them; which shall not regard silver; and as for gold, they 
shall not delight in it." CJhapter 14, verse 26, "This is the 
purpose that is purposed upon the whole earth: and this is 
the hand that is stretched out upon all the nations (meaning 
"Socialism"). Chapter 52, verse 3, "Ye have sold yourselves 
for naught; and ye shall be redeemed without money." 

Also in chapter 24, verse 2, "And it shall be, as with the 
people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his 
master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the 
buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the bor- 
rower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury 
to him." 

The name of Isiah is deserving of great reverence, few 
indeed have been the men that have been, capable leaders, 
pioneer moulders of the thoughts and characters of humanity 
who have been entirely free from selfish motives, who have 
lived under the impulse of "a human being," simply a portion 
of humanity, not as a private person; or, without any of 
those selfish ambitions which influence the actions of nearly 
all men even in direct opjyosition to the teachings and exam- 
ple of the "meek and lowly Nazereen." Rightly and sacredly 
should all such men and women be revered and cherished as 
"the Saviors of the W' orld." 

Paul taught us to hold on to all that is good (articles of 
greed), also give implicit obedience to the Government under 
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which you live, which doctrine, without "eternal vigilance, 
the price of liberty" would keep the masses in slavery as long 
as the world shall stand for, every form of Government except 
of each person individually, is of Shylock. 

In those olden days, as for two thousand years B. C, the 
word government meant any whimsical notion that might 
come from the Kings, all of whom were merely the figure- 
heads for the priestcraft — the second chapter of Daniel 
describes one of these governments,, where King Nebuchad- 
neezer, who claimed to have dreamed something, and forgot 
what it was, so he called all his chief magicians and wise 
men together and told them they must dig up that dream 
and its interpretatiqn or be beheaded. They said it was im- 
possible, so they were all condemned to death, but little old 
Daniel, who was a sort of play-writing prophet, said, "Hold 
up a bit," and he went away into lonely silence, where he 
could come in close communion with thought-waves, and there 
he made up a dandy, which would please any mad King, 
especially when he was a little sorry for having been so mad ; 
then he waltzed in before the King and said: "See here, your 
dream was a great big — what d'ye call it — with a golden head, 
and you were the head, but it all fell to pieces, which meant 
that other great Kings are to follow after you, but none of 
them will be as slick as you are." Thus with sheer blarney 
he so tickled old Neb. that'he squashed the whole shooting 
match and called it a draw. Pretty stuff to build up a word 
of God with, isn't it? But it is just the truck to feed to the 
minds of the masses if you don't want them to think. History 
says that this same King wasted the labors of thousands of 
men for years in building a toy hanging garden to please his 
pet wife who had come from a mountainous country and was 
pining for rustic scenery, sort of a yacht-building enterprise. 

Probably the pauperized public were allowed occasional 
Blight glimpses of those gardens in mendicant style, their 
cheeks burning with shame and chagrin, just as we will enjoy 
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Carnegie's libraries, and then while going home we will take 
extra long steps to keep from wearing ont onr cheap shoes. 

Jesus taught the exact opposite. ''Sell all that thon hast 
and give to the poor," and "except ye become as a little child," 
that is, entire dependence on nature, or an individual perfect- 
ness and knowledge of nature." 

Paul said, "The powers that be are ordained of God." 
Ye«? Well, if the brokers' pit "didn't look it" we would 
'^hardly think it." Again, the Apostle Paul said: "When I 
was a child I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child; but when I became a man I put 
away childish things." This shows him to have been 
a typical i)olitician. See the way he was hoodwink- 
, ing the people in Second C5or., IX.; first to brag on 
them a little and then gully them, just as an old 
duffer would treat a child. Many hai-d battles have been 
fought over less provocations. 

Jesus said, "If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed 
ye shall say unto this mountain, 'Remove hence to yonder 
place, and it shall remove.' " What does this mean, if not to 
train our faith, our whole will powers and positive thought 
forces upon this mountain of ignorance and misery under 
which our eternal happiness is buried, only to be resurrected 
by Socialism? The "right" need never to be enforced, sim- 
ply remove the "evil" and nothing but the right can remain. 

Shylock either makes the laws to suit him or has tbem 
declared unconstitutional, and everv law that was ever en- 
acted and was favorable to the masses was secured through 
the efforts of the honest kicker, the party heretic, the political 
infidel, by the men who, knowingly or unknowingly, were 
striving to live one free life at a time, and certain it is the 
world over, that Shaylock's ship of state and state of religion, 
bear the same brand of fraud, and it covers them from bow 
to stern, and when we, each one, know ourselves and live in 
the present only, which is the eternal life of God, then we 
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will hare been bom again and can say with the prophet of 
old, **I will remember their sins (ignorance) no longer." 

Speaking of Paul, in the Acts of the Apostles (of which 
Luke is the accredited author, and who was a sort of handy 
man, or office clerk, for the Apostle, who flatteringly had 
nicknamed Luke "My Beloved Physician," meaning the "ser- 
vant of a great man"), and especially from the tenth to the 
fifteenth chapters, we find records of some of the finest polit- 
ical wire-pulling known, of which the Hannaism and Bryan- 
ism, Morganized or trust favoring tariffs, friar lands, etc., 
of today are a fine comparison where the socialistic teach- 
ings of Jesus and Shylock's sorcery were mixed up and pooled 
at Antiocb, much after the manner of a horse race <Tf today 
at Chicago, where the "honorable women and chief men were 
much concerned" over the mouey-changers' game of "heads I 
win, tails you lose," which the masses were trying to beat; 
Pharisees and sadducees were kept split, just like Democrats 
and Republicans; they stoned each other very zealously then, 
which we do today with dumdums, six-pounders and gun- 
cotton, and the same religo-political machine (perpetual 
motion?) is still in operation, controlling all our environ- 
ments, in which our characters are moulded, thus rendering 
the true properties of genuine life, "like the blaze from a 
burning candle" incomprehensible to any of our five senses. 

Perhaps these descriptions of the Apostle Paul are 
Wrong. He may have been more of a Grover Cleveland (but 
there being no record of his neck measurement it is hard to 
decide) ; however, they were both lawyers, and notice how like 
a labor fakir Paul puffs himself up, thus: "Me great man, got 
a slave and his name is Luke." It is safe to assert that when 
be said 'T' he thought the word weighed a ton, and when he 
went south he thought the north tipped up behind him. 

Those gatherings of the multitude do not show their po- 
litical significance so much at this distance of time because 
of the absence of an election each November, but the massee 
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we(pe kept divided just the same, and all our elections amount 
to at the present time is to keep old Shylock posted on how 
hard he dare pull certain of his wires that run into our legis- 
latire halls, because it makes a big difference to us, whether 
we are robbed -through tariff on tin or for revenue only, at 
leant he does not want to let the cat out of the bag, conse- 
quently our frequent and very exciting elections. 

The Old Testament sanctions private ownership in the 
name of God (read the sixth chapter of Joshua), and the new 
one is made to give divine sanction to party politics. Anything 
to deprive the masses of their freedom. 

The first book of the Old Testament, aiter giving a moat 
important description of the creation of all the universe and 
all the things therein, with a day's rest thrown in, does not 
get any farther than the eleventh verse of the second chapter 
until it begins to prate about gold. *'And the gold of that 
land is good; there is bdellium and the onyx stone." No won- 
der a missionary is the best thing to lead the flag after more 
trade. 

The first chapter of the New Testament does not progress 
further than the twentv -second verse before we see the tam- 
prings of Shylock with these new and socialistic teachings, 
thus: "Now all this was done that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the Prophets." Determined to 
polute the new socialist gospel with the old pagan myths, 
which contained more political than religious significance. 
(See Numbers, chapters xxxi. and xxxii., or xxxv. and xxxvi.) 

Jesus taught that those old political and social orders 
were- wropg, that they were controlled by dishonesty and 
greed, that the Scriptures were wrong, for instead of an eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, we should resist not evil. 

Knowing that drunkenness was one of their best tools 
for keeping the masses down, they even tried to show 
Jesus up in the light of a drunkard, by presenting him to us 
at a wedding, where in those times it was customary for 
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everybody to drink all they wanted. They ran out of wiae, 
so they surely drank. And to point the finger of ftuspiclon 
directly at Jesus they present him in a saucy wrangle with 
his mother, thus: "Woman, what hast thou to do with me?'' 
(It is none of your business). Which words would indicate 
that he was pretty tipsy. 



CHAPTER n. 
EVOLUTION.- 

With its bleak dreary winds, the hard winter was waning. 
The birds sang for joy, and the lambs skipped in glee, 

The fragrance of violets and grasses was gaining 
While the buds bursted forth on au old maple tree. 

From causes unseen; by the friction of Seasons 
A whirlwind, destructive, passed over the lee. 

With fury possessed; without mercy or reasons 
It twisted, and ruined that old maple tree. 

But the flowers, and verdure, took life from the sunshine, 
The bulbs neath the soil brought forth sweets for the bee, 

The tulip and rose bloomed as gay as the woodbine; 

Spring was worth all it cost; do not mourn that old tree. 

So the Cycles of time are forever progressing; 

This life is for USE, DUTY CRIES "make it free/ 
Each moment is all the past ages possessing, 
,Oould the Seasons have halted? to favor that tree. 
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With Socialism established, what our spiritaal adyiiew 
have to offer of worth would not be abused. Then they will 
not be accused of putting fine carpets, cathedral windows 
and elegant organs into their churches, just to play the spider 
and the fly act, but their earnest efforts and heartfelt good — 
wishes will be appreciated by the masses. Did Jesus ever 
recommend a representative or monarchial form of govern- 
ment? when he said, "There is no other way but by me," he 
meant me, the writer, and me, the reader, or anyone who 
lived then, has lived or does live in the eternal present, and 
under his own zenith with a knowledge of Truth and Nature 
(God if you choose), — not the person, but his living principles. 
Such a man lives above all man-made laws, be they holy or 
profane; Legislators, rulers, priests and soldiers, all along 
down the line of this private-titled civilization have per- 
formed- their life's labors without ever a thought of this man, 
except in envy and jealousy. When he referred to My Father, 
it was that higher order of knowledge of nature wherein 
the Human Heart ought to be living, instead of religioua in- 
consistencies and ignorance, which is sin. For instance, "our 
Father, which art in Heaven," would mean that truthful and 
complete knowledge which i<s in harmony with nature or God. 

Life is life, a glorious fact, and is of more worth than all 
else. It consists in living in righteousness as a living con- 
science shall dictate, but the prevailing system squanders life 
for all of us. The masses are deprived of it in quantity and 
worth becauBe of their vassaled conditions, for life like "free- 
dom, without bread, is a farce and a lie." The middle classes 
because of their insane struggle for wealth, forced upon them 
through their fear of want, and the rich through their idle 
and riotous living, become as grain sown in soil that is too 
rich ; they grow too rank and rust at the heart, or lop over and 
become mildewed at the head. 

Shylock's party platforms are like Goliath's sword, so 
big and clumsy that he could not handle it. So that if we can 
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only have the sand of the little David we can beat him in a 
minute. All it needs to do it Ib a swift blow between the eye« 
with a direct legislative pebble ont of our initiative and refer- 
endum sling, and He is down. And his own sword will cut his 
head off. It will be as easy fighting this actual monster, Shy- 
lock, as it is for the Salvation Army to fight the poor, weak, 
little imaginary devil with a bass drum and tambourine, and 
this can be a regular war, too, no "f uninV' if we will only at- 
tend the primaries regularly for drill in the tactics of Direct 
liegiflrlation, by, and through, the Initatve and Referendum 
vote. 

By the nitiative we understand that any portion of the 
citizenfl of a community, ward, county, state of the nation 
(say 10 per cent or say 5 per cent of all full citizens who have 
attuned the age of thirty-five years) by their signatures at- 
tached to any bill or form of a law which they wish adopted 
may demand its consideration by the legislators, who shall so 
frame it that it be not in conflict with existing laws or con- 
stitutions; and by the referendum vote is meant that all laws 
shall "be adopted or rejected by q majority vote of the citizens, 
instead of being sanctioned or vetoed by an executive ofttcer. 

In regard to the referendum vote, the ballot should b« 
severely restricted. This seems a very profound question, 
among our politicians at present though it is so simple, and 
the solution is 'as eaisily seen as the light of day. First a man 
with a million dollars 'does not need a vote, he has enough, 
but since his days are numbered we will let him die in peace, 
but we should let no sinner vote (Ignorance is sin); how- 
ever, we should leave the line where Jesus drew it; when a 
man "repents and believes," that is, is willing to learn, and 
lives conscientiously, we should take down the flag of quar- 
antine and give him a chance to be a man. After each elec- 
tion, the minority should have recourse to a National Board 
of Inquiry, and if it appears that an injustice has been done 
H any person or people on account of local, race, creed, or 
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otber prejudices, an appeal Bhauld be had to a higher tribnnal 
eyen to making the question a National issue. 

We expect the co-operation of the best, the honest-hearted 
and bright-minded members of all creeds in this movement, 
among all races of people, because no man is upholding anj 
creed, religion, or party politics for spite or nonsense only; 
that is a matter of schooling with us all. 

How many millions of men and women are tottering 
down to an early grave, wrecked in mind and body, because 
of the fact that religious teachings, catechisms and verses 
of scripture were placed before them in their childhood, in- 
stead of a knowledge of nature and her laws? They usedJ:o 
tell me in Sunday school that the birds were singing their 
praises to that man, "God." I did not believe it then, and I do 
not now. They are just happy in their freedom. 

What is bashfulness? The child who is troubled with 
bashfulness, no matter how young it may be, is so troubled 
because it has already discovered from the actions of its older 
acquaintances that for anyone to be entirely honest and nat- 
ural at all times is considered a criminal action. 

A child's mind is bound to be busied in some way, and 
unless it is shown the beauties of knowledge and truth it 
will turn toward selfish pleasure« and become the slave, in- 
stead of the protector of the body; and what does a child 
full of natural hoi)e and investigation care about what hap- 
pened to the patriarchs of old? They can spot those old 
magicians' tricks and scent a bugaboo quicker than old folks, 
because they are closer to nature and expect the absolute 
and simple truth. They often see us old folks making our 
bad breaks and pity us in our self-assumed state of ignor- 
ance, and when they see us wearing gaudy uniforms, badges 
and funny buttons, and carrying in our pocket luck charms 
and mystical relics, they ask their honest natures, if that is 
life, for goodness sake what is blasphemy? The hardest prob- 
lem that every boy has to solve is why any article, not es- 
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sential to life, which would be equally enjoyed by a play- 
mate, really belongs to him, and even at the age of three- 
score years and ten he knows that before he solved that ques- 
tion he warped his nature. Jesus said "Suffer little children 
to come unto me (an honest nature) and forbid them not." 
Nothing will do more to make a child mean and worthless 
than to be forever telling him that he is no good; and where 
the Bible teaches total depravity it only reflects the character 
of those long-haired but short-sighted plutocrats of old, who 
used those bulldozing plans and a club for raising their fami- 
lies and recorded their sentiments in the — big book. 

But when we have become thoroughly self-conscious, 
when -we realize that no man in himself is a complete being, 
but that all mankind is a part of the eternal Diety, when the 
pure Godly love that is in the human heart, but is chained in 
by our corrupt customs, can be brought into action and made 
the object of our worship and adoration, then, and not until 
then, will we be able to see the narrowness and littleness of 
all creed religions and party politics. 

Just BO long as the Socialist elements continue to train 
under party heads, Shylock will keep us divided against our- 
selves. We are simply trying to beat him at his own game. 

By cleaving to parties whose principles do not permit 
us to love our enemies and our neighbors as ourselves, we 
can never accomplish the desired results. Direct Legislation, 
pure and simple, and government ownership of productive 
properties will allow this. To fight parties with a party is 
a vain hope and is sure to get us into a groove which ends 
in regret. The only way to kill any evil is to let it alone. 
When we try this we find it is dead already. 

We ought to turn our Socialist party meetings into social 
gatherings where our wives and young folks could enjoy 
themselves with pleasure, games, etc., Mingle with those a 
half hour's common sense talk that will appeal to the higher 
qualities in human nature, and have no tedious and dry meet- 
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ings devoted entirely to business, except at the precinct pri- 
maries. By adopting this method we will not need any i>arty 
leaders nor ward bossters. 

- Remember that the best of us are only grown up chil- 
dren and the way to get people into our meetings is to make 
those meetings a pleasanter place to be than on the streets, 
Bear in mind that nearly every man who has f5 in his 
pocket feels a little like a capitalist and he has feelings that 
you can hurt. By deriding and abusing capitalists you may 
get the masises to halloo much, but you do not win the love 
of the better, nobler and most important portion of them. And 
to call any man vile names does not make him better. He 
may be very disagreeable personally, but it is not him', it is 
that part of the prevailing system which he is filling that ails 
him. His low vile character is the result of our corrupt cus- 
toms. No one is a conscious big^t and obstructionist. The 
most perverse critic is convinced of the justice of his verdict. 
Surely every sober and eajmest thinking man will 
admit that no partyism or representative government can 
speak the will of the people, because those representatives 
know nothing of the conditions under which the masses live 
except by hearsay. Coming as they do from the class where 
their childhood days were spent amidst luxuries and ease, 
with their characters formed under no other stimulus or in- 
centive to strength than schooldays and evening parties, it ia 
absurd and preposterous to expect such to go into our legisla- 
tive halls and say in the name of the law, "thou Shalt," or, 
more commonly,"thou shalt not," to the powers that move the 
nations. Believing as they do, is it surprising that they should 
be easily bribed? But so long as they can procure their sala- 
ries and boodle, they will continue to ride on the necks of 
the producers, and cry DON'T, thereby placing themselves 
like a thorn in the foot of humanity, and so long as this sys- 
tem exists, the people are bound to engage in games of chance 
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of every description, which involve and incumber all the es- 
sentials and comforts of life. 

• Oould any man or woman desire a better object before 
which to bring their adorations and worship than these om- 
niscient laws of knowledge, truth and love, which, if put into 
practice among mankind would be pure and ideal Socialism, 
as taught by Jefius of Nazareth, The Christ — ^yes, one of the 
world's best Saviors. 

The word Ohriste, Christ or Christo, means "the new or- 
der of things," and Jesus taught "Love thy neighbor as thy- 
self," a thing impossible without Socialism. He also taught 
"Bender, therefore, unto Caesar (tyranny) the things which 
are Caesar's, and unto God (humanity) the things that are 
God's," which means, own all things in common. Then to 
save trouble, He is reported to have resorted to the usual 
church method of sending out a disciple to catch a fish (any 
old sucker would do) to "cough up" the necessary coin. 

Every man who has achieved honors and won an undying 
name in the hearts of men, especially without the aid of 
riches, as have most good reformers, has been an earnest lover 
of humanity and jiistice among men. Many have received 
temporary honors for their religious workings, but it was 
not lasting; this proves Jesus a Socialist. Many of our best 
statesmen are Socialists, because they cannot help it. The 
principles are rjght. It is the only noble and just manner of 
doing business between man and man. Thousads of people 
who are not religiously Christians would live Christlike lives 
except for this cursed dog-eat-dog system we are living under, 
and thousands more who are trying to live religious Chris- 
tianity do not like it — ^they feel all the time as though they 
had swallowed something like a fly. 

The Old Testament is full of land grabbing plots to estab- 
lit9h private titles to property for the rulers, and by virtue 
of that one little act, which it cost monstrous wars to enact 
over and against the will of the masses, we see in double- 
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leaded heavy type at the head of column after column, in 
every newspaper to this day, its results of crimes, miseries, 
wars and sufferings beyond description. If we, the people, 
will just stop and consider for one moment that we are living 
beings, and that we live only in the present time, that the 
past, with all its troubles, has gone for all eternity, and that 
the future will be just what we make it, we will surely begin 
to study cause and effect, which will result in showing the 
word freedom to mean "all things necessary to life, liberty 
and happiness belong to me, as does the air I breathe. Then 
where is the man who has any authority to a private title, 
outside of the original divine (?) example, ^here the strong 
tribes are advised to rob the weak ones? 

While this was being done we see the people divided 
tribe against tribe, master and slave, with the masses ground 
down by religious fears which will ruin the firmness and 
manly qualities in any people. (For a glimpse of those an- 
cient politics and to see that the Shylock's God was often 
driven to desperation to save his game, read Lev., 25 and 26. 
Mind you, this is purported to have come from Moses, but 
was not written for more than three hundred years after the 
time of Moses, so it might be a forgery). 

By making nature our paramount study, with self as the 
center and the good of humanity as the circumference, we 
can arrive at a state of exietsnce in life where our own ap- 
petites, our hateful and lustful ambitions and our hysterical 
habits wiir cease to have control over our desires and actions, 
and the heart and brains will be free to follow in the guidance 
of that divine conscience which everv human breast contains, 
and these conditions will produce a state of happiness far 
superior to any religious phantasms, by the knowledge and 
true value of "One Free Life at a Time." With socialistic 
conditions in practice, we will not be obliged to loan this hap- 
piness to old Shylock on a promissory note, made payable 
after death. 
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All creed builders have come from among the class who 
abhor a progressive spirit, and are always crying DONT, so 
long as they remain on their knees before "godallar," with 
their eyes shut. True Christianity can never enter into their 
works. This element will be the most dangerous to society, as 
the reform movement progresses. Why? Because their whole 
natures (?) are built up of selfish motives; ''If I can only get 
my narrow little soul through those pearly gates, to hell with 
all others, unless they will believe as I do." Such people were 
the leaders of the Inquisition, as is shown by all histories of 
mediaeval times. 

Bj the way, probably Mother Eve has never been pun- 
ished for her awful crime, for she never died — ^at least the 
Bible does not mention it, which it surely would do, consid- 
ering her importance in the case and our interest in her; the 
**Yellow Journal" newspapers of today should not overlook so 
important an event as that. Still we dp not quarrel and fight 
over which day they shall call the Sabbath. 

The still small voice of the people has decreed that those 
old blue laws shall be a dead letter, or that so long as you 
do not disregard the rights of others, you may use your Sun- 
days as you choose, running street cars, locomotives, or playing 
ing ball, even to ringing church bells (which disturbs the peace 
of many people). It was a happy thought, for God is getting 
to be a better fellow than he was. It was always thus, He, 
the Man God, was measured exactly by the intelligence of 
the people by whom he was feared. Remember that all talk 
and agitation concerning this matter is entirely valueless ex 
cept as a preparatory measure, that absolutely NO eifective 
work can bie done for this cause, except at the precinct pri- 
maries, so don't forget the date of the next precinct primary 
meeting, no matter what party calls it, and that you are going 
to be there with plenty of the socialistic teachings of Jesus. 
Now is the time when the world needs men who can and will 
do things that they are not forced to do. 
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Fellow American Citizens, has not justice had her eyes, 
blinded long enough? And when we have determined to deal 
squarely with one another, then can she stand it to raise the 
blindfold, and allow us to look her in the face. Then she'll 
smile. Look upon the improvements we enjoy today which 
have kept pace with and is the result of infidelity, and free- 
dom from superstitious fears. If that means no God, if simply 
straight, square manhood without a knowledge of any God 
has done so much, what can be expected when we learn that 
we are living beings, and a part of the Supreme Will in 
Nature? 

I want to say to the meanest among reasonable men that 
you are just as good a "Me" or "I" as was Confucius, Jesus, 
or any other of the world's many saviors, if you will only stop 
living in the past, study your own heart instead of any man- 
made laws or scriptures; bury your greed in a knowledge of 
Nature, place your faith in your own divine conscience, in- 
stead of ghosts, and your present life, which includes the fu- 
ture, will prove to you the fact of this assertion. Then God 
will have performed in you as great a miracle as he did in 
Lazarus, through your brother, Jesus Christ, and you will 
hear ringing in your soul the same voice of reason that said 
"Thy faith hath made thee whole," "Go and sin (live in igno- 
rance of self) no more!" Just before his execution, when he 
surely spoke earnestly, Jesus told his friends, who today mean 
you and me, that they who have faith in him (not personally, 
but his knowledge of nature and self) should perform greater 
works than he had done (John 14:12), and that is a fact, be- 
cause, for instance, that resurrection of Lazarus was only one 
material body (which story might have been fabricated) while 
this movement includes the millions of beings, who are not 
living, only existing. But you have to do it for yourself. 
No priest or politician can do it for you ; if they even had that 
privilege, it would brand your free agency as a lie. The man 
who gives good moral and truthful advice to a child, impart- 
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iDg therewith the hopes and knowledge of the values of a 
true and useful life, filled with a love of self and for humanity 
bestows upon that child more blessings than all the riches 
that any man could possess; more real joy than the theolo- 
gians ever dreamed of, for "What profit it a man though he 
gain the -^hole world and lose his own — " title to "One Free 
Life at a Time. 

Why go back two thousand years to the individual 
Christ, when we have the same divine love in our hearts that 
he had, the same knowledge and power of God and Truth, 
if we will only live HIS socialistic principles as HE did then? 
The whole world with tearful eyes and bleeding hearts are 
looking to us for an example; they hear us boast of freedom, 
and if we will simply show them that freedom is worth hav- 
ing they will soon have it too. Have we got Freedom? 
"Freedom without bread is a farce and a lie," and those who 
own the tools of production own the bread. But by the noble 
and pure precepts of that notorious infidel, Thomas Paine, 
whose works at that time furnished the basis of our Declara- 
tion of Independence, we have got freedom if we will only 
say the word, and it still bears the mark that the child of 
Nature, Jesus, put upon it, "without money and without 
price." It was also through his (Paine's) influence that our 
constitution does not contain the name of God, and the bene- 
fits of clergy were omitted, which in English law, exempted 
clergymen from criminal process before a secular judge, and 
for these reasons, the word ruler has lost its horror. We 
meet our leaders face to face, and see that after all we are 
only worshiping men, with their usual infirmities, the mere 
children of circumstances. The whole human mind is striv- 
ing for socialism. If it comes through party leaders it will be 
worse than defeated. If it comes through the voice of the 
people it will be to the glorification of life, now and forever. 
The human mind is so susceptible to its environments that it 
cap become recoficijed to almost any theory, and will finally 
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defend the most absurd impositions as a sacred right. For 
this reason, a priestly influenced party of the people clamored 
for the delivery of Jesus to the Roman soldiers for crucifixion. 

"If you have a master, the relation you sustain to him 
can be none other than that of a slave. Harsh term this to 
address to American workmen, one that justly raises the 
blood." 

Still, under the prevailing system, if you are working for 
wages, you are the property of some man or soulless corpora- 
tion ; if you are farming or manufacturing, you are the legiti- 
mate prey of dishonest and unscrupulous "middle men." The 
sting of slavery does not come from the lash, the prison or 
the suffering, but from the fact that one mu^ labor for an- 
other's purpose without a just recompense, a reward of merit; 
must surrender all personal hope and ambition to the will 
of another. , 

The chattel slave of the south was sought after and pro 
tected physically for his personal value, but we must find 
us a master or starve, many deprivations are suffered because 
we cannot buy a master with our labor, and it is the condition 
of the idle man with hungry babies at home that fixes the 
rate of wages which all of us must accept. These facts apply 
to farming and business enterprises, inasmuch as King Capi- 
tal can wait. Whereas labor and dependent capital cannot. 

Meanwhile those employers who use the unjust advantages 
over labor, love to hide behind a false patriotism, and would 
po«^e as our nation's bulwark; no wonder a few of us, on 
seeing the first faint glimmer of the light of socialism, should 
mistake it for another decoy which Shylock has set to lure 
us to more disappointments, the greatest wonder is that the 
people behave as well as they do. 

Does any man, engaged in useful work, escape this re- 
morseful consciousness while we are slaving for the Shylock's 
redeemable dollar?. But it seems that we have been bom. 
bred and educated to submission so long, by the priests and 
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politicians, that even the men who are bright enough to be 
chosen as our law-makers, receive God's rebuke of conscience, 
as a matter of course, and hurry to church where they can 
hear some soothing flattery to thenxselves and a great har- 
angue about "depraved humanity" as it exists among the 
masses. 



CHAPTER III. 

THE RELIGIOUS WORD DAMN. 

(Aire, "The Old Oaken Bucket." 

When mankind are free for to act on their honor, 
And truth absolute be the watchword of all; 

Then peace and good will may we raise on our banner 
But religions that foster a priesthood must fall. 

They've strangled all reason, fought civilization, 
They've taught us false doctrines, controlled us through fear, 

They've trampled on manhood, since their six-day creation. 
Built a hell for our future, while robbing us here. 

The man who depends on a mere declaration 

And accepts as a truth what some other man's brain 

May have schemed, and pronounced it a God's revelation, 
If he searches for proof will be searching in vain. 

We do not need churches, nor fake inspirations 
To help us teach Truth, Honor, Justice and Right, 

Let our children be thus taught a few generations 
And these fear-fed religions will vaniJ?h as night* 
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Then onward, Free-thinkers, you've no time to falter, 

Let the Bible be treated as under the sod. 
Teach the plain laws of nature, which no man can alter. 

As the ever existing and true word of God. 

Thomas Payne, name immortal, his tribe is increasing. 
Like "Abou Ben Adhem," true men ruled by love, 

Taught common sense rather than pray without ceasing 
And accomplished more good than would ghosts from above. 

When we fully have ceased to lay blame to the devil 
And stop paying debts with the blood of the lamb. 

The conditions of men will be brought to a level. 

And we'll have no more use for that awful word Damn. 

Men are born free and equal and remain so (barring dis- 
ease, the result of corrupted natures) until private owner- 
ship, either by favors or disfavors, force us to become parties 
in crime. Just so fast as we become entangled in the web of 
private titles, do we wander away from God. 

Jesus said, *'Ye must be born again." See how knavish 
and crafty were thoise "labor faking" scribes and high priests, 
to misconstrue his meaning. He meant, you are not living 
natural human nature; you are so corrupted by the laws and 
customs of Shylock that your lives are a failure; you must 
return to simple and honest methods. THESE CAN ONLY 
BE ATTAINED WHEN THE POWER OF SANCTIONING 
AND VETOING ALL LAWS HAS BEEN TAKEN AWAY 
FROM ALL EXECXJTIVE OFFICERS ANP RESTOREP TO 
THE PEOPLE. 

What are the conditions (before the law) of the 
new born child? The child has not a long list of 
property rights attached to its name; and great codes 
of laws on the statute books, together with a stand- 
ing arm J to protect it in those rights; then t\ 
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mother^s (only partly corrupted) "human Or divine" 
love, is the only law in use. But the child soon discovers 
that it has chosen a mighty queer animal for a dad. It sees 
him racking his brain to the verge of insanity, robbing him- 
self of rest, recreation and social intercourse, even the love 
of his family, over "labor union meetings, lodge affairs, church 
squabbles, party political stenches, and family quarrels, small 
and great; wallowing in filth and debaucheries, for supposed 
pleasure," only to find us "all broke up in bjisiness." So of 
course the child frets, gets the colic, cries and is cranky, de- 
termined in its humble honesty to rebel against the tyrannies 
of us old fools. Finally when beaten and starved, it surrenders 
and becomes an apt scholor in our mode of warfare. It is 
then given a new bonnet and a penny, is shoved off to Sun- 
day-school to receive a lot of blarney and the next degree of 
its initiation in life(?) and if its home training is creditable, 
it will soon begin to teach, "if you can get your first million 
dollars, the second one comes easy." 

Let ufi put it this way, "We must be born again." 
Notice too in the 22nd chapter of Matthew, how they 
tried to serve their snide injunction on him, to bring him into 
contempt before the law: ; 

Verse 

25. Now there were with us seven brethren: and the first, 
when he had married a wife, deceased, and having no 
issue, left his wife unto his brother. 

26. Likewise the second also, and the third unto the 
seventh. 

27. And last of all the woman died also. 

28. Therefore in the resurrection, whose wife shall she 
be of the seven? For they all had her. 

29. Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not 
knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God. 

30. For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are 
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given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in 
Heaven. 

Now ask your moss-covered minister to explain that. 
But as Jesus told them in the 29th verse, thej cannot do it. 
And if they could, their school, their whole plan of subjugat- 
ing mysteries would not permit it. Then appeal in common 
sense to your own honest conscience. 

First, in Heaven (harmony), the angels of God (humani- 
ty) who are in the Christ, the new order of things, or Ideal 
Socialism, "they neither marry nor are given in marriage." 

We know that in all sentious existence man is the only 
being that makes the marriage relation a matter of mer- 
chandise; also he is the only being that is scared by the 
Holy (?) law of a supposed, or individual God. Now then sup- 
pose we wipe the marriage laws off the earth (they are man- 
made laws, originating in jealousies and have resulted in 
crimes unmentionable, which have reduced us to a diseased 
condition (best compared to a full granary that has been 
flooded with water), and as in other orders of life, allow the 
female to exercise her judgment and choice in the matter 
of raising the family of children. The result would be that 
all humanity would almost idolize and worship the mother 
and her babe, would guard and protect them as a father 
should, and the individual parent would have a thousand 
times more love and interest in them than he has now, under 
the surveillance of the police and parson. This is the free- 
lover's views, and of course anything that is "Free" (from 
eternal damnation and the cost of lawsuits and criminal pro- 
ceedings) must expect to meet with a roaring protest from 
the preachers and lawyers, though they know that with such 
freedom in practice men COULD live without having an im- 
pure thought or doing an unworthy act. 

To strengthen our faith in Honor and Nobleness need 
not deprive us of the knowledge of right and wrong, nor en- 
courage licentiousness. 
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"Men are virtuous in proportion as they are happy, and 
happy in proportion as they are free. This truth is exem- 
plified in the history of modern as of ancient times. Every- 
where knowledge, mental refinement, and the gentler, as the 
more ennobling feelings of humanity, have kept pace, influx 
or reflux, with the growth or depression of the spirit of free- 
dom." 

But may we not inquire if this freedom has been rightly 
understood and applied? By political freedom we may un- 
derstand the freedom of speech and of action without incur- 
ring the violence of authority or the penalties of law so long 
as we respect the rights of others. If the possession of the 
right of free action inspire not the courage to exercise the 
right, -liberty has done but little for us. It is much to have 
the fetters broken from the limbs, but yet better is it to have 
them broken from the mind. It is much to have declared 
men free and equal, but it shall be more when they are ren- 
dered so; when means shall be sought and found, and em- 
ployed to develop all the intellectual and physical powers 
of all human beings without regard to sex or conditions, class, 
race, nation or color; and when men shall learn to view each 
other as one great family with equal claims to enjoyment 
and equal capacity for labor and instruction. 

If men would only give themselves the trouble to habit- 
ually bear in mind that that only is right which in its ulti- 
mate consequence is productive of good; and that only is 
wrong which is productive of evil, and that good and evil are 
only distinguishable by the former promoting, and the latter 
injuring the happiness of our species, they would continually 
carry with them a rule for every action of their lives. All 
other codes of laws would then be useless. 

Evil almost invariably arises from an unrestrained in- 
dulgence of some disposition which is in itself innocent, as 
the use of liquors, etc., and it is the remembrance of the 
pleasures which the moderate indulgence of it has afforded 
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us which tempts to the commission of excesses, resulting in 
troubles* even unto wars, whose sickening histories have be- 
fouled God's Holy Temple (the hearts of man). 

I woujd hardly undertake to prove that the cause of the 
recent insurrection in the Philippines could not be consid- 
ered the death struggle, and I hope the last kick, of a Bible- 
god-given religion which has cursed humanity in those re- 
gions for the last three hundred years, and which has been fos- 
tered and nourished by a usually honest and scrupu-lous priest- 
craft, who knew all along that they were a curse to the world, 
and a blight on the name of truth. 

Religions were born before history began, when no rec- 
ords were kept except as committed to verse, and to sing a 
verse that did not entirely serve the purpose of the "snob- 
bery" (Kings and priests) would cause one's head to drop 
into a basket, in the name of God. 

For convenience sake, to stiidy the conditions of mankind 
at that age of the world, I imagine the then known universe 
in a miniature style as floating before me in the room where 
I sit. I see our earth, flat and square, with the sun flopping 
over it every day and the moon following after as fast as she 
can, while she controls the weather and a thousand other 
evils; with comets flying through the heavens, storms and 
earthquakes playing havoc in general; it is enough to arouse 
the superstitious fear of any people. And what a splendid 
opportunity it affords to a wily and conscienceless priestcraft 
to establish their unrighteous and greedy rule over the 
masses through those fears. This is early-day religion. 

By fomenting these fears with priestly platitudes, the 
people were thoroughly subdued and deprived of Jife for ages, 
until a few reckless magicians began to parade those black 
arts before the people for personal profits, thus destroying 
the claim of divine authority, and through enlightenment the 
masses have been freed from the stigma of priestly threats, 
until church influences have been reduced to a mere baga- 
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telle. Just so are the corporation and trust promoters show- 
ing the uselessness and evils of the private title to the means 
of production and distribution of labor products. 

We do the best we can under all prevailing circumstances 
measured by the knowledge of self and nature that we are 
able to apply to them. All people have worshipped just "such 
a god as compared to their capacity of comprehension. 
Shylocks have made that god a catspaw with which they do 
their dirty work, for have not the money kings been con- 
spiring with the kings of the preeds to send missionaries, as 
their catspaws, into China, and have them impose on those 
innocent people all the meanness known to Christianity (as 
they consider it), to force them to start a fight just for an 
excuse to turn loose the dogs of war, and so dismember their 
empire. Thus those puppets of Shylock, those gospelized 
tramps, such as have been sent into all weaker nations, and 
who are the millionaires among them today, are to be made 
the vanguard, the leaders, whom others as fool soldiers must 
follow to the crimes of war. 

What do we want with the Philippine islands or with 
Chinese territory? Are we drunk with the wine of victory, 
and mad with the passion of possessions? 

It is true that if the working people insist on "America 
for Americans" and do not cease to decry the Mongolian with 
his opium and vice for our "greatly neglected" young girls, 
and his cheap labor for our manufactures, it may become 
necessary to secure enough ground on which to build new 
factories where his labor can be secured. To transport the 
products of his labor to the home market, a large "subsidized" 
naval fleet would be nice, but not very important, because 
the people pay the freight anyway. Further, we will need 
room to "flourish" a good (?) big army, or else those 
"Celestial Boxers" might chop off the Bosses head and stick 
it upon a high pole (which is a mean trick of theirs). Then, too, 
there may be other uses for said army; perhaps our multi- 
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millloiLairee do not find it fully satisfactory, going abroad (to 
Hpend the "measure of values" which we have produced) 
where there are no "boys in blue" for their daughters to flirt 
with. 

If Wa(ll street) — shington, D. C, has become too de- 
graded for our Capital, let u« move it to the National Park, 
the Yosemite Valley, or the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, 
where our representatives can commune with nature in her 
rugged truthfulness. I will venture to assert that it would 
take forty per cent more boodle to bribe one of those "lub 
berly-lobby-loungers" after he has been one month in th<? 
wilds of the mountains, than when he emerges from the foul 
atmsophere of a law school and has developed (?) on the sun 
ny side of easy street. 

There is more true religion to be found in one little can- 
yon in the "Seven Devils Country," Idaho, than in all the 
churches in Massachusetts. This is probably why Jesus al- 
ways went to the mountains when he wanted to fast and pray 
(feast and play?). 

When, by Direct Legislation and its results, we have 
been allowed to develop so we can live our "Natural Human 
Nature" we will replace the word "want" with the word 
"need," and not care to invade foreis:n countries. We will 
consider ourselves capable to self-support. Further, would 
not 'our good example be of more worth to those people than 
our soldiers and navy? Oh, but the heathen's soul must be 
saved (more soldiers, more whiskey, and a whole lot more 
children's pennies collected at Sunday school). Think of it, a 
heathen mother will sacrifice her child to the crocodile to 
appease an angry god, thus to stop the plague or famine. 
Horror of Horrors! (my cat has just asked me), has not this 
horrible Ogre, this private titled Christianity and abused 
competition killed as many babies as were ever thrown into 
the Ganges? 

The following is copied in part from a local newspaper: 
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MISSIONS CRITICIZED. 

A great deal has been said during the last few yeai*s 
about the great and noble work done by the missionaries in 
pagan lands, and about their right to government protection, 
even at the cost of war. There is, however, an- 
other side to this matter, and that side is presented by a 
writer in the London Reynold's Newspaper, who is exten- 
sively quoted in the Literary Digest of July 20. The writer 
sets forth, after a thorough examination of the subject, the 
enormous cost of missionary enterprises as conducted in the 
world, and also the discouraging results. 

The writer shows that the good people of Great Britain 
contribute to one society alone — ^the Church Missionary So 
ciety— ^ little over f 2,000,000 annually. The sum of |1 29,000 
is spent in collecting the money, and the administration of 
the funds costs f 79,500. Nineteen clergymen receive salaries 
as secretaries, aggregating |27,160. The London Missionary 
Society has an income of about £150,168 (|750,840) yearly, 
while its foreign secretary, the Rev. M. Wardlay Thompson, 
receives £800 (about f4,000) per annum, and others receive 
"proportionately la^^of^^I»jyunVa>." 

The missionary inc^^ti^e?- o^. the Wesleyan Methodists for 
1899 amounted to £133,690 H&bout f 668,450), out of which 
four ministerial secretaries received "large salaries" in addi- 
tion to extra charges for "children, rent, rates, taxes, house 
bill, house repairs, and replacement of furniture, coals, gas, 
etc." The Baptists in 1900 collected £73,716 (about ?363,580) 
for foreign missions. 

Now as to results. It is pointed out that in India, with 
a population of 350,000,000 souls, the converts made by the 
Church Missionary society in one hundred years amount to 
35,640, although there are now as many as 3,424 agents at 
work. How many of these converts are genuine is beyond 
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even an ^timate. In the year 1889-90 the gain was 1,836, 
including the babies bom in families of converts. It took, 
therefore, two missionaries and $500,000 to secure one addi- 
tion to the fold in one year, including babies and all. And 
the other missionary organizations are said to have even less 
satisfactory records. 

But the whole story is not told, until the character of the 
converts is considered. 

"Sir BT. H. Johnson, our present special commissioner for 
Uganda, and a man of many years' experience in Africa, says 
in The Nineteenth Century, November, 1887: 

"It too often happens that, while the negro rapidly mas- 
ters the rules and regulations of the Christian religion, he 
still continues to be grossly immoral and deceitful. They 
(missionaries) may have succeeded in turning their disciples 
into professing Catholics, Angelic^ns, or Baptist; but the 
impartial observer is surprised to find that adultery, drunk- 
enness, and lying are more apparent among the converts than 
among their heathen brethren. 

"And again: 

"I regret to say that, with a few rare exceptions, those 
native African pastors, teachers, and catechists whom I have 
met were all, more or less, bad^-na^a. -fyib^y attempted to veiJ 
an unbridled immorality with an jj^fOlushing hypocrisy and 
a profane display of mouth-reli^/;>n which, to an honest mind, 
seemed even more disgustitj^ than the immorality itself. 
While it was apparent tli^t not one particle of true religion 
had m^de its way into their gross minds, it was also evident 
that the spirit of sturdy manliness winch was present in their 
savage forefathers found no place in their false, cowardly 
natures. 

"It is not on the spread of Christianity that African mis- 
sions can at present base their claim to our gratitude, re- 
spect, or support. In many important districts where they 
have been at work for twenty years they can scarcely Dumber 
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in honest statistics twenty sincere Christians — that is to say, 
twenty natives understanding in any degree the doctrines or 
dogmas they have been taught and striving to shape their 
conduct by their new principles. In other parts of Africa, 
principally British possession, where large numbers of nominal 
Christians exist, their religion is discredited by numbering 
among its adherents all the drunkards, liars, rogues and un- 
clean livers of the colony." 

We feign great horror at the Chinese custom of cramping 
their giris' feet out of their natural shape. Meanwhile we 
hold fast to a system that prevents the children of the masses 
from fully developing either mind or body, and then scorn 
the producing class while they suffer in slavery. Such vil- 
lianous affiairs may parade under the cloak of religion or 
"Paulism," but under the teachings of Jesus, NEVEK! Until 
the Christian pulpit shall advocate equal privileges, owner 
ship and distribution to all, in the industrial and educational 
affairs of life, they are playing at a farce and a lie and the 
worst of it is that these penny-paid-parasites have known 
these facts ever since Adam stubbed his toe on the Roek of 
Ages. 

For ages the great wars were over what kind of a god 
should be worshipped, but of modern wars the causes are 
these: First, the unequal distribution of wealth, that is, the 
plundering of one by another; secondly, the existence of a 
military class or party, that is, of people predisposed to the 
commission of murder and specially educated to that end; 
thirdly, the faults of scientifically deceiving religious doc- 
trines by which the young generations are forcibly taught. 

The best way to be a soldier is to know who to send to 
our county conventions. The very name soldier is a disgrace 
to human nature. It is a name which is only contemporaneous 
with the division of interests in the employment of capital or 
labor, and it is a name which will one day be forgotten. The 
honors which are now wasted upon these instruments of mur- 
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der will then be given to those who voluntarily perform con- 
temned or uninviting labors, when there is a shortage in the 
list of convicted miscreants. These conditions will be realized 
when we shall have become acquainted with our own hearts 
and the truths of nature, which constitute the throne of God, 
and we have grasped the all-important significance of that 
beautiful Latin Phrase, "Vox Populi, Vox Dei" — ^the voice 
of the People is the voice of God. 

Many others of their sayings are full of socialistic prin- 
ciples. Manicus declared that a dynasty could and should 
exist only so long as its lines of actions were acceptable to 
the will of the people. Volney says: "A multitude of laws is 
like many physicians, a sign of weakness and malady among 
the people of a nation." 

If the voice of the people is the voice of God, it is still 
within the power of God through the Referendum vote to 
amend those ten commandments; and they should be amend- 
ed, by striking out the words "thou shalt," and inserting in lieu 
thereof the words "we will." Then it is ten chances to one that 
they would grow so as to amount to sopiething. If they 
had been thus written on the tablets of stone they would 
not have fallen and been broken; they were too much one- 
sided, and they are breaking yet. 

Their spurious and forged character is as plainly seen as 
the light of day; they divide God against himself, for He ex- 
ists in man and all the Universe; they show a one-man-god 
to command and the others to obey. Verily "a house divided 
against itself cannot stand." 

The first commandment has no other import, outside of 
hiding the forgery which gave them birth, because with God 
existing in all things, it surely includes mankind, and no other 
God can be had before him. Tbey are simply a "hip-i-ty-hop 
to the barber shop," intended to steer us away from nature 
into submission to a corrupt system. 

We must stop letting the rich- man and his lawyer do our 
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thinking, which means law-making; but unless we respect 
and obey all laws we are not fit to make, amend, revise or 
rescind laws. We must stop letting the sky pilots hoodwink 
us into submission by their command of "Servant, obey thy 
master." If they would say let there be no servants or master, 
but each one obey his God-given conscience, they would be 
Socialists, and fit to live and enjoy life; then do and demand 
the right thing on all occasions, great or small, and declare 
that "we must have peace if we have to fight for it.'' Such 
conditions will demonstrate that an evil word is best un- 
spoken, and with poverty removed, we will have time for 
calm consideration; and guided by that spirit of love which 
is in the hearts of all mankind we shall know that onenese 
of knowledge and truth which we are pleased to call God, 
author of these eternal and truthful laws of nature by and 
through which we live and were born. Why cannot the fine 
ly educated class of parasites, known as ministers of the gos 
pel, tumble to the fact that we are thinking for ourselves, 
which means that we want and will have nothing but 
the truth. When the big fish swallowed Jonah he was di- 
gested the same as other food would be, and the rest of that 
story and quarrel over a gourd vine is humbug and bugaboo. 
In this same story it is asserted that "God repented himself.'' 
Now before repentance is possible, it is necessary to admit, 
"I am all wrong, I have got to quit this course I am pursuing," 
Is that omniscience? It is an absurd absurdity. It pictures a 
man who would start to shave his face, get about one-third 
done and swear off. In about a month he would repent and 
shave in good faith until about one-fourth done and then 
swear off again, and so on, ever dreading to part with so much 
of his dear body. 

There is one point on which the heathen religions greatly 
surpass the Oliristian faith as it is taught, they do not instill 
into the minds of the young that horrible dread of death which 
is a barrier on developmenf. Most of them teach that the 
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soul lies down the body, as we cut off our hair or beard, be- 
cause we have no more use for them. Since our bodies are 
entirely renewed every seven years by the natural course of 
recuperation why do we not hold a funeral over it. 

Christian supporters will argue that civilization has ad- 
vanced through the help of Christianity. We view it differ- 
ently. Civilization has not been augmented by religions of 
any kind. It has advanced, bearing them as a burden, and its 
progress has been due to climatic conditions and the character 
of the soil upon which it has flourished. (Bead "Men, Women 
and Gods," written by Helen Gardner.) "Truth can always 
afford to wait, for the future will be its own." 



CHAPTER IV. 

PROGRESSION. 

From the sickle and flail to the header, 
From the hand-card and wheel to the loom, 

Why color the cross of Christ redder! 
Why shadow the Nations with gloom? 

From the -flocks to the whir of the City 
From the tow-path to lightning like speed. 

These blessings, a curse! Oh the pity. 
While men are the victims of greed. 

From the cabin to a home in a palace, 
From a wage to mountains t)f gain 

If we'll each live by Love, not in malice 
Inquisitions have not be^ in vain. 
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Why can we not cease this war to the death, over all that 
is worth living for, that we are waging under the banner of 
godoUar, and settle our bread-winning troubles by arbitration, 
based on direct legislation? Just let us try, we have plenty 
of time, we have had time to try almost everything else. If 
the Shylock class were being benefitted by keeping their doi- 
larly curse on the world, proving as it does a barrier on pro- 
duction, and life itself, there would be some excuse for their 
robbing schemes, but they are not enjoying life any more than 
we all might do if all the idle men and those engaged in use- 
less labor could be producing as tbey might produce with 
scientific management and modern inventions. 

"The day is rapidly approaching when no great business 
can be carried on without an immense capital. Today the 
business world is realizing that the trust is an absolute ne- 
cessity. Competition is suicide. Now suppose the day fully 
would come when the beef transportation, dry goods, coal and 
other forms of business are absolutely controlled by respective 
trusts. Which, then, would be better, to allow these -busi- 
nesses to remain private in their nature and thus capable of 
overwhelmingly influencing legislation to their advantage, or 
to make their managers subject to civil service rules and 
directly responsible to the people? To call the latter alterna- 
tive "paternalism" is absurd. Which is the greater paternal- 
ism, to have our necessities of life controlled by men who 
are in no way responsible to us, and who have the power to 
control any lawmakers we may elect, or to give the control to 
men whom we elect and whom we can depose? The 
municipalization of all kinds of business which have become 
great enough to command absolutely any form of public ne- 
cessity is simply the application of principles of democracy to 
our economic life. To leave such business in the hands of 
private corporations is to continue under a state of economic 
feudalism." 

Wealth concentrated is. swiftly extinguishing wealth 
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scattered. The condition of civil liberty existing in this age 
is giving free play to the great natural law that wealth con- 
stantly tends to unification. To stop this law, to prevent the 
coagulation of money would be to revert to barbarism, to undo 
civilization. We need only to apply the great principles of 
democracy to wealth, we need only to cover all enormous 
wealth units into the one great wealth unit of the Republic, 
we need only to bring more and more all the powers over 
men's lives into the hands of the great people, in order to make 
concentration of wealth to be the medium of a co-operative 
commonwealth. We must go on. We cannot go back. There 
is but one goal ; it is to make wealth also as a public power, a 
public servant, and thus to secure a Government "of the peo- 
ple, by the people and for the people." 

So be not discouraged. These very aggregations of capi- 
tal, the trusts, the department stores, and all great industrial 
combines will prove to be the example we need, and our guide, 
or the first step toward Government managements. These 
very- causes of our sufferings have been a necessary adjunct 
to our development, since all other methods have been sup- 
pressed by old Shylock's fool agents; the Agricultural depart- 
ment, the civil service arrangements, etc., are already demon- 
strating the feasibility and benefits of socialism; meanwhile 
it behooves all men to cultivate in themselves and demand 
of others the absolute truth. 

There are only two classes of producers on earth, the 
farmer and the miner. All other useful people are either 
finishers of the raw material or else are engaged in transpot- 
ing the same or the finished article to its destination. Under 
Government ownership instead of having to push the goods 
onto a market where the people have not the money with 
which to buy them the market would always be open for what 
was needed and the great army of idle men and uselessi drum- 
mere, auctioneers and gamblers could earn an honest living 
and get it and they would enjoy it much better by knowing 
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that they were honestly entitled to it, and, as the wants of 
the people shall increase, the field of labor will expand and 
with the bankers' panics wiped off the earth, our manufac- 
turers and merchants will not have to go among the people 
begging them to have more confidence in their script and 
promissory notes. You cannot sell confidence to a rich man 
or one who has the time and knowledge to investigate such 
schemes. When a man buys anything from five cents up he 
expects to be cheated; then the bank gamblers will talk 
through their press about confidence and credit. Great credit 
system this! First, a man cannot get credit without property 
for security, and it is slow getting property without being dis- 
honest; thus credit and all business chances are taken entire- 
ly out of the reach of honest people. When your friend is 
in hard circumstances you tell him you would like to help 
him but your means are so tied up you can do nothing for him 
now. Friendship that you keep by lying for it is a curse 
to the friend. True and genuine friendship will indeed be a 
rare article so long as all the essentials of life and happiness 
are under the bane of private ownership. Freedom that can 
be bought or sold is not freedom. To* compromise with a cor- 
rupt system is only to court new and worse disappointments. 
We might as well vote two tickets, one for a horse thief, the 
other for a cattle thief, as for any party politician so long as 
Srylock sits on his throne in Wall street and dictates to them 
at Wasfhington wbat must be done for the interests of private 
ownership. ' 

"For a man to try to be honest in his business dealings 
today is blasphemy against "godollar." 

Even though supposing that the Republican party does 
serve the best interest of the money-kings, nothing would pay 
them better than to keep Democracy in the field for a cheap 
subterfuge, just to keep the masses befooled, for if the people 
are not kept divided on party lines and kept thoroughly be- 
guiled, they are liable to discover the cause of, and drop onto 
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ihe proper remedy for these evils, namely, direct legislation, 
and thereby afford every man an opportunity to produce and 
enjoy the necessaries pertaining to a happy life, and this 
would be a crime against the greedy ambitions of Shylock. 

If the Republican party gave us this prosperity, then they 
also gave Europe and Asia their crop failures, created the 
Boer war, for its cost only, besides whipping Spain. But t e 
Democratic orators will never mention these facts because 
the people might discover the fact that both parties are a 
fraud, one "for revenue only," and the other "only for reve- 
nue," and it is simply a case of the "outs wanting in." 

Do they ever boast of having thrown a republican canvas 
over these United States and turning them into a great big 
soup house? — well perhaps that is not worded just right — but 
any way, they bought a majority of the votes by the promise 
of a full dinner pail. 

This is only one more convincing proof that the promises 
of selfish people are nearly always to be received with sus- 
picion and especially when they are secured as cheaply as 
they are just before election time. Would it be any protec- 
tion to the people to have all political stump-speakers placed 
under oath to tell the truth? Probably not, because there are 
so many ways of twisting their kind of truths; and, an evasive 
lie is often more damaging than a direct falsehood. 

J. J. McCJiarthy, president of the Iowa State Bar associa- 
tion, made a speech recently, at the annual meeting of the 
association at Council Bluffs, in which he declared that : 

"One of long experience upon the bench, writes me that in 
his opinion about one half of all the evidence received on be- 
half of the defense in criminal cases is false. Another Judge 
of equally high repute writes me that he believes 75 per cent 
of the evidence offered in divorce cases approaches deliberate 
perjury. Another writes that perjury is committed in a ma- 
jority of important lawsuits and that the (?rime is rapidly in- 
creasing. In short, with reference to the prevalence of per- 
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jury, the time has come when, in the words of another, Justice 
must wear a veil, not that she may be impartial, but that she 
may hide her face in shame/- 

They might have added, that ninety-nine per cent of the 
crimes that necessitated those trials by court, were the result 
of our unjust methods as applied to the necessaries of life. 
Can we live in righteousness while our money is transferable, 
thus to be hired for interest (wages), to enter directly in oppo- 
sition to the interests of all except a few liars? It would be 
a« reasonable to ask us to go live with the fishes at the bot- 
tom of the sea. It is the virtues of the masses, not their 
crimes, that are to be wondered at. Will not an escaping 
slave always turn horse thief? 

Oould not the gospel peddlers have told us this long ago? 
But it would require that the masses should think, and thus 
they would have lost their jobs. 

The excuse that a man gives to his conscience for hav- 
ing done a mean trick is that it is the common practice among 
men, and he is encouraged to continue those practices because 
it is generally conceded, and the belief is often verified, that 
no prson will be convicted and justly punished for any crime 
he commits, who can command sufficient money to properly 
present (?) his case before the courts, which fact constitutes 
a double reward for dishonesty and crime, and encourages 
the practice of lynching. 

Tliat these evil conditons exist and have. a very damaging 
effect on the lives of all mankind, no one will attempt to deny; 
those very few who are most directly blamable for them, 
avoid some of the misery and sufferings resultant from them 
by holding a "legalized cinch" or a Christianized scare" on the 
unthinking masses whereby they can exact a "thirty pices of 
silver" every, time the "cock crows thrice" and, since natural 
law is the same today as it always was, that climax in the 
defeat of social developments, shows the folly and the use- 
lessness of the dynamiter" or "Nihilist" because, remorse of 
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"conscience" "God's secretary in me," drove Judas Iscariot 
to suicide. All the evils thus apparent, arise from the defiling 
influence of our unjust customs and "good enough for me," 
sickly-soul's — Sunday — salves whereby the toilers are denied 
their rightful interests in the products of their toil. It is a 
public disgrace and a source of secret remorse to be a mem- 
ber of the useful class of humanity today. 

What is the use of a man living a life under conditions 
that are forced upon him by the greedy and peace destroying 
will of the money-changing and gambling element, which he 
knows is murderous to the happiness, and even to the life of 
himself and family, when the simple demanding of his rights 
in a proper way, at the precinct primaries, offers to us all the 
grand and glorious privilege of living one free life at a time? 



CHAPTER V. 
SPECULATION. 



ril bet a new hat you don't. 

Or I'll bet a new hat you do. 

You buy a new hat for me, my boy. 
And I'll buy a new hat for you. 

You buy a new hat for me, my boy. 

The price of that hat must be ten. 

But I'll buy a new hat for you, 

And I'll pay for it, what, and when? 

Prom God's soil, we gather the wheat, 
From labor, all livings are made. 

But no "daily bread" shalt thou eat 

Till all gambler's bets have been paid. 



57 

Ever since ^*the dreamer Joseph," son of Jacob, was cast 
into a (broker's?) pit, on the wilderness in the land of Ddthan 
— by his brethren — and was sold, as a slave, to the merchant- 
men, to be taken down into Egypt; we have had, fake enter- 
prises galore. Every county-seat in the land has an "ark of 
the covenant" chock full of private titles, mortgage deeds, 
articles of incorporation, and all kinds of unrigheous docu- 
ments; Joseph's "coat of many colors" (stock certificates in^ 
wild-cat schemes), is still being divided among the brethren, 
dipped in blood — nOt the blood of a kid, but the life's blood 
of every nation in Christendom — and taken home to the "old 
man" for proof that "an evil beast" ((a bull or a bear) has 
done the killing; and preachers, to this day, have the audacity 
to get up behind a pulpit — usually daubed over with cheap 
stain to represent some costly wood — and declare that we 
should "bite" at these games, because King Constantine's 
company — ^by a small majority vote of the board of directors — 
launched this enterprise at the Congress of Nice. Many of 
them must be acting in ignorance, because they too, often 
take a hand on the "green cloth" and feel quite happy in the 
possession of private wealth. 

"Ta tolerate or persist in a wrong, knowingly, is to give 
to it the sanction and support which we owe to the right, and 
by. refusing to undo the wrong, we must always become in- 
volved in other wrongs, because life is a stage of constant 
progression and the course we choose, is the only way open 
before us." "The best remedy for an injustice, is simple jus- 
tice." 

John Doe and Eichard Koe decide to do business so thev 
proceed to conspire with a few other thieves and they agree 
upon forming a company so as to begin in legal form, thereby 
to receive tbe support of the courts and standing army, if 
necessary, in their schemes to rob the people. We will say 
it in to be a street car company. The first thing to do is to 
lay their political wires. They arrange their gang at all the 
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primaries and have one of their number nominated for the 
City Council from each ward, and from then until election 
time they rush them and "the growler" together. Thus they 
are elected, but no one knows why. Meanwhile they have 
gone to the outskirts of the town and bought options on a 
great amount of real estate. Then one of their gang is made 
Street Supervisor and he is ordered by these city fathers to 
grade all of certain streets and avenues to suit the require- 
ments of a thriving (?) town. When this is done it is an- 
nounced that a street car company is incorporated whereby 
they will furnish to the city the very best means of rapid 
transit. Their attorney introduces a bill in the Council whicli 
will grant to this company a franchise or right of way for the 
road, and he prays for its adoption. Why, certainly, that is 
just what this city needs so bad (and a wine supper for the 
Mayor), then the price of said real estate goes up like a bal- 
loon; a corner lot will sell for more than the whole block has 
cost these "business men." They give away a few lots to any- 
one who will act as their "rounder" by building a fine resi- 
dence or business house thereon. When the work on the car 
line begins the company's stock goes up to par, or higher, and 
by selling a little of it the road is built and paid for with 
someone else's money. By the way, since some else (the 
public) actually built that road why should they not own it? 
They paid those high prices because they were led to believe 
that it would pay to hold a private title to some of that prop- 
erty. Now let me say right here, when anything besides 
labor pays, someone has got to be robbed. Would not that 
land have been just as good to live on if the title had still 
remained with the Government? Could not the people or 
Government, through its proper agent, have declared that 
land best adapted for residence purposes as well as those 
street car company's officials? Could not the contractors 
have built those houses just as good for the people as for 
the dollar? And could not those cars carry the passengers 
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just as rapidly and safely, and have afforded the operators 
a better living for less hours work if they did not have to 
earn large dividends on watered stock and the people or Gov- 
ernment pay the cost of the whole affair? 

That our railroads are in politics every intelligent person 
knows. They control State Legislatures, Congress, and even 
the courts. The greatest lobby that ever existed is the rail- 
road lobby. If any there be who are disposed to dispute this 
statement let them read the following from the New York 
Board of Trade and Transportation: 

"That they (the railroads) control absolutely the Legisla- 
tures of a majority of the States of the Union; make and un- 
make Governors' United States Senators and Congressmen, 
and under the forms of popular government are practical dic- 
tators of the governmental policy of the United States, is 
not to be questioned. They corrupt our elections. Legisla- 
tures and courts." 

Mr. Jay Gould testified before this commercial body in 
1873 that he contributed money to control legislation in four 
states, and under his management of the Erie road, spent one 
million dollars for bribery in one year. Mr. E. D. Worcester, 
treasurer of the New York Central & Hudson River Bailroad, 
testified before the constitutional convention of the State of 
New York, that his road paid the sum of |205,000 in one year 
for legislation. Mr. Gowen, president of the Philadelphia 
& Beading Bailroad, made an argument before the Commit- 
tee on Commerce of the House of Bepresentatives on Jan- 
uary 27, 1880, in which he said: "I have heard counsel of the 
Pennsylvania Bailroad Company, standing in the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania, threaten that court with the dis- 
pleasure of his clients if it decided against them." 

In their report on railroad corruption in the State of Cal- 
ifornia, the grand jury of San Francisco filed in open court, 
Pecember 23, 1891, said: "It hag flebauched both partieg 
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until an honest man cannot without fear of contamination 
aspire to political office." 

These things have been going on for at least thirty years, 
and it is a case like the yonng Irishman's report to the doctor 
about his sick father, "The ould man's gittin' no better dom 
fast." 

The fear that railroads would be in politics under gov- 
ernment ownership sinks into insignificance in the face of the 
multiplied testimony of the political conduct of the roads 
under private ownerships. Many governments own and op- 
erate their railroads, and we can find no such instances of 
dangerous political corruption. The danger is not from gov- 
ernment ownership, but from private ownership. Govern- 
ment ownership has been a success whenever tried, and gov- 
ernment ownership of railroads in this country would take 
the roads out of politics, with their corrupting and debauch- 
ing methods. Government ownership would give us freight 
rates at one-fourth the present charge. It would reduce the 
hours of nearly a million men to an eight-hour day. It would 
cease overworking the railroad men and would employ- dou- 
ble the number now employed. It would reduce passenger 
rates to such a low rate that the enjoyment and luxury of 
travel which the nation would and could enjoy is beyond 
calculation. It would save the people the gigantic sum of 
nearly one billion dollars every year. 

The Shylock element have said, "We have too much 
money, we will demonetize all the silver money, make all 
debts payable in gold." Let us analyze this matter. First, 
we, the people, have too much money. Money is the medium 
of exchange, beguilingly called a standard of values. Time 
is also measured by a standard, but money has been juggled 
with in a manner to make it redeemable. However, it is not 
redeemable for the producing class, only for the Shylock ele- 
ment. When it is plentiful it is cheap, and the producers can 
get it easily. If so, they can and will pay off their debte, 
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build themselves hames, and be able to buy tlie necessaries 
of life for cash. Thus they will stop paying interests, rents, 
and unreasonable profits. So, now says Shylock, "We have 
most of them in debt; we will do all we can to make it im- 
possible to pay the interest on their debts, let alone the prin- 
cipal, and we will thus keep them our slaves." 

Again, money represents labor performed, nothing else. 
"Ah, but," they say, "silver don't, it as money only represents 
an awful steal, or •profit, for the silv.er mine barons." -Well, 
if they like gold the best let us take notes on that: A poor 
miner, whom we will call Jones, who has not a friend in the 
world except an old burro and a jug of whiskey, is searching 
for gold in an old river bed; he happens to find a orevice in 
the rock where the stream has been carrying gravel and 
gold over it for ages; the gold being the heaviest and being 
constantly agitated by the water's motion, has kept set- 
tling and crowding out the gravel until it is literally filled 
with gold nuggets. This miner takes out f 100,000.00 worth 
of gold in ten hours. Is he rich? No, not without labor. 

How well he knows when he looks at it that it is abso- 
lutely worthless; he cannot eat it, drink it, nor wear it. But 
he also knows (though it is a falsehood) that all along down 
the line of this christianized civilization, based as it is on 
worthless gods and dollars, that S-hylock has so educated 
us, and by dishonest dealings* he has so manipulated our af- 
fairs, that we believe it to be valuable. Consequently we go 
rushing after him to exchange our valuable labor for his 
worthless gold. Why do we consider it valuable? Simply 
because Shylock has a scare on us, and tells us that because 
he loaned one of us a dollar some years ago to pay him rent 
with, we, the working class, owe him several of these dollars. 
Now, suppose this miner begins to exchange his gold for our 
labor. Say he decides to have a saw-mill. We give him labor 
abundantly to build that mill, chop down great forests, and 
make it all into nice lumber for him. If we pay our debts 
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and keep our families we are not entitled to one board that 
that saw-mill and whole forest makes. Let ns take a look 
at the caae of one of these laborers. Say Mr. A. receives $5.00 
in gold; he goes to a merchant and bnys a pair of shoes; the 
merchant places the f5.00 in the bank for deposit. Mr. B. 
needs a pair of shoes badly, but has not the money, so he 
goes to the bank, signs a note bearing «3 per cent per month 
interest, and gives a mofrtgage deed to f 15.00 worth of his 
property to secure the payment of said note. He then buys 
a pair of shoes from the same merchant, who again places it 
in the bank as before. The next day Mr. O. needs a pair of 
shoes as badly as did Mr. B., so he also goes to the bank and 
borrows the same f 5.00 again. It is now earning 6 per cent 
per month for the banker. This same f 5.00 may be loaned 
out of the bank ten times before the merchant needs it with 
which to pay for his goods. So before it goes out of the 
mining camp^t is earning for Mr. Banker 30 per cent interest 
per month, all of which must be created at the rate of four 
dollars for one, and paid by those few men who are working 
at that saw-mill. Did the five dollars enter into the chan- 
nels of trade as a medium of exchange? No, it went into 
the business of thieving and robbing; it ought to have gone to 
the penitetniary (and probably would if it could break rocks 
or make shoes) : It first compels the laborer to produce four 
times its value before he gets it, then with it he must pay 
four times the real value of the things that he consumes, 
simply because through the hellish scheming and audacious 
plottings of the^Shylock classes, prompted by dishonest 
greed (which is the only devil there is) and on account of the 
ignorance of the masses it has been allowed to assume the 
values and usurp the powers which belong to Jabor ONLY 
and labor ALONE. 

Because this miner has had plenty of money, sev- 
eral of his old prospects have developed into bonanza mines, 
find he has be^Qjn^ Immensely ricb ; he lives mostly in the city 
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at leisure, but he is not happy. He has an honest, noble and 
kind heart, as have all men who have lived alone in the hills 
with Nature. People now call him "Your Honor" or "Ma- 
jor,'' but he sees the miseries of the masses, resulting from 
the inequalities of wealth, and his kind heart throbs in pity. 
In his evening rambles he sees the Salvation Army lassies 
pleading with the sinners to come and be saved. Then he 
wanders along among the by streets and sees the reasons for 
their pleadings, and he knows there is something wrong, that 
there is merely an accident of wealth between their condition 
and his, existing as they were without any real enjoyments 
in life. 

He determines to use his wealth (which is growing 
faster than he could use it) for the pleasure and health of the 
chDdren in the slums. He knows of a lovely natural park 
in the mountains not far from the city and close to a rail- 
road and decided to fix it up, call it "Utopia" and furnish 
tran«portation there each Sunday, to all who wished to go 
and could not pay their fare. 

He laid his plans before a friend, who heartily approves 
of them, but said the friend. You do not own that land, and 
unless you have a title to it so you can "wink at the law," 
some of these other public (?) resort keepers will surely 
"jump it," either to profit by your labors or else to turn the 
public patronage back to their places of business. So Miner 
Jones files upon the land, as mineral ground, and soon has 
one "gang" of workmen sinking a shaft beihind the hill, to 
comply with the law, and another "gang" opening trails, 
building boweries and pavilions and bridges over the streams 
where the best scenery could be enjoyed by the crowd, and 
soon hundreds of people were enjoying their Sunday picnics 
at Utopia, free. 

A great howl went up in the city, that shook the walls; 
preachers and saloon men clubbed together (not much club- 
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bing needed) and appealed to the courts to enjoin him from 
thus desecrtaing the Sabbath day. 

One day it was announced that a very popular labor 
leader would address the masises at Utopia on the following 
Sunday morning at 10 o'clock. A multitude of people were 
there bright and early to avail themselves of the "feast of 
mind" in connection with the fine day's outing, but the train 
bearing the speaker was delayed for several hours by an 
accident, and as evening waB approaching many were prepar- 
ing to return home, for they had only brought with them a 
single lunch; but the speaker having arrived, Miner Jones 
asked the people to remain and he would see what could be 
done. So he went to the telephone and called up a merchant 
in the city and asked him to send up something for a lunch 
for about five thousand people. Soon a four-horse team ar- 
rived, the wagon loaded with boxes containing bread, butter, 
cheese, crackers, cold meats and canned goods, and the multi- 
tude was fed. Yes, Jones fed them. 

Now this must have been a miracle, because no one in 
that crowd had produced any portion of the food they ate. 

But the lecture proved to be a far greater feast. Many 
were there who had been born blind (to their interests in 
life) and it required no spitting on clay and rubbing it onto 
their eyes to get them to see a thing or two. This is because 
it did not happen in an age when custom demanded all teach- 
ers to speak in figurative terms. Oh, well, you say. Miner 
Jones could not perform miracles. He did not walk on the 
sea. Very well, suppose not, this is not an age when such 
bugaboo yams are being imposed on the masses. 

The little red school house has caused a great many fable 
factories and priestly jingo shops to close their doors since 
Jesus said, "Murmur not among yourselves." 

By the way, read the first seven chapter of John, and 
consider that Jesus was speaking of his body in a figurative 
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sense, as meaning. His teachings, and of "My Father" as 
meaning the origin or "onenese" of life. 

In the sixth chapter, verse 32, he declares himself a re- 
former, an infidel and a free-thinker. In verses 26 and 27 it 
appears that religion alone was not the canse of such public 
interest in him, but the same conditions today would be 
called labor troubles or an industrial war, because it waa 
hunger that impelled the multitude to follow him. Chapter 
4, verse 2, shows that Jesus did no baptizing himself — ^his 
disciples did it all. ' 

Bead chapters 19, 20,. 21 and 22 of Luke and see that He 
was teaching social reform and all the religious matter was 
pushed into the arguments by the "Chief priests and scribes." 
In chapter 20, verse 25, he recommends public ownership; 
verse 20 shows that they had detectives dogging him "seek- 
ing to destroy him" (no more than they would do today). In 
chapter 21, verses 14 and 15, he warns his people against 
"treating the subject in detail." In the first eight verses of 
the twentieth chapter he refuses to do so himself; then in 
the next eight verses he does more good hard honest kicking. 

In chapter 26, verse 27, he declares that the servant is 
greater than the Master. Please notice there, before the sec- 
ond sentence of that verse, the word "is" has been inserted, 
and the sentence is followed by an interrogation point, which 
entirely reverses the meaning of that verse to all ordinary 
readers. 

It follows then that his enemies in that day were just 
such fell6ws as we are still giving "yellow-legged c\iicken 
and clean sheets on the spare bed," even though their "hard 
labors in the vineyard (?)" have been superseded long ago by 
the works of a few earnest, honest, freethinkers who had the 
courage and the power (knowledge is power) to investigate 
their awful fog of superstition and found it was only 
painted in cheap water colors over the windows of our souls. 

Tablets have recently been recovered from the ruins of 

8 
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ancient cities which show that those stories of miraculous 
birth from among the lowly, narrow escapes from death by 
the command of the king, wonderful knowledge at the age 
of twelve to astonish the most learned of men, raising the 
dead, etc., etc., were a common sing-song, often used by the 
wily priest-craft when it was desired to impress the masses 
with awe into unquestioning obedience. (These yarns were 
attached to the story of Jesus, long after his life's work was 
finished). And it worked, too. Just as "overproduction" (in 
soft buttery tones) has been made the screen to hide the 
cause of our bankers' panics, when the awful "watery 
deluge" has nearly submerged every home in the land, be- 
cause some one has "squeezed a few blocks of stock." 

Now we are going to build a "regular Noah's Ark" at 
the next primary meeting, and set it afloat on "Direct Legis 
lation." You had better come around. Maybe you can get 
a job. 



CHAPTER VI. 
RETROSPECTION. 

The man with the courage and rigor. 

Reforms, for the lowly to wield. 
Knowing hatreds, applied with full vigor 

Has no dread for the bleak potter's field. 

Who would envy the selfish their quarrels? 

Or be listless, their failings to shield, 
Many brows which wore thorns 'stead of laurels. 

Have been laid in the plain potter's field. 



67 

Great sufiferings and loss are required, 

Most Saviors, as martyrs, must yield; 
Lei your mind be your Church; thus inspired. 

Gather hopes from the old potter's field. 

The tombs of old monarchs are rotting, 

Around which whole nations have kneeled; 

But sweet Peace, while her portions allotting, 
Points with joy to the big potter's field. 

The Bible would not be so bad to read if we did not pay 
that great army of chumps for continually misrepresenting 
it in the interest of their selfish selves and the wily money- 
changer. They would quit their "worse than useless^' calling 
too in a minute if we would stop their pay. Like a certain 
Sweed carpenter, who, having made a mistake in his work, 
was being chastised by the boss, who finally told him to "get 
off the job," he said, "oo, vel, ven zyou talk to me laike dot. 
den al youst quvit." For one instance, see that parable in 
Math., 25, verse 14, where a man starting on a journey gave 
to one servant five talents, to another two, and to another 
one. Those talents did not mean pieces of money, for Jesus 
never had a good word for the man that gathered usury fin- 
teiest). They meant capabilities, integrity. Please notice, at 
the very stajrting of the story, the words "The Idngdom of 
heaven is" have been inserted — added to it, without which it 
is shown that Jesus was not treating with religjious mntters 
at all, he was teaching social reform. Now then, one man or 
servant had five talents, which would infer that he was a 
philosopher, thoroughly educated and had many good abili- 
ties, so he was a valuable citizen, one to be appreciated; the 
other had two talents, was probably an excellent artisan, 
or an industirous and capable farmer, so he too was well 
spoken of; but the other had only one, about enough to make 
l^iin ^n orclinar^ church-worl^er; he probablj^ went up an<J 
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down the country singing paalms and shouting glory! so 
he never was worth a whoop to himself or anybody else. 

There is plenty of evidence to show that if the Bible 
ever was an inspired work it is now in a condition to be con- 
sidered as a second-handed article, just as all revelations are 
second-handed to all except the person who first receives 
them. 

Publishers of the holy scriptures must be given credit 
for exercising great care in guarding against the appearance 
in the sacred book of typographical errors. Yes, "mistakes 
will happen in the best regulated families," and even though 
an exceptional degree of perfection must be awarded to the 
publishers referred to, they creep into the pages of the Bible 
and prove their fallibility and the fallibility of the printers 
and proof readers they employ. Six thousand errors are said 
to have been contained in what was known as the' Pearl 
Bible, which was printed in England in 1653. The printer 
was accused of being a forger and some of the perverted texts 
were inserted by him for a consideration. It is asserted that 
he was paid £1,500 by the independents to corrupt a text in 
Acts vi., 3, by substituting a "ye" for a "we," the intent being 
to sanction the right of the people to appoint their own pas- 
tors. In Romans, vi., 13, "righteousness" was printed for 
"unrighteousness," and in T. Ck>rinthians, vi., 9, a "not" was 
omitted, so tl^at the text read: "The unrighteous shall in- 
herit the kingdom of God." During the wars between the 
Cavaliers and Roundheads many thousands of Bibles were im- 
ported into England from Holand, but were destroyed, in- 
asmuch as they infringed the rights of the English printer. 
Forged and corrupted texts abounded in these versions of 
the scriptures. One of the most curious of all translations of 
the Bible is thpt which was printel in French by Anthony 
Bennemere in Paris in 1538, when Francis T. was king. The 
preface declares that this Bible was originally printed at the 
request of his most Christian Majesty Charles m. in 1495, 
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and that the French translator ^^has added nothing bnt the 
genuine truth, according to the express terms of the Latin 
Bible, nor omitted anything but what was IMPROPER to be 
translated." The marvelous accuracy of this version may be 
judged from the following interpolation in the thirty-second 
chapter of Exodus at the twentieth verse, "The ashes of the 
golden calf, which Moses caused to be burned and mixed 
with the water that was drunk by the Israelites, stuck to 
the beards of such as had fallen down before it; by which 
they appeared with gilt beards, as a peculiar mark of dis- 
tinction from those which had not worshiped the calf." This is 
the only one of several interpolations in the same version. 
Pope Sixtus V. was esx)ecially unfortunate in his efforts to 
have an absolutely correct edition of the vulgate. He re- 
vised and corrected every sheet with his own hands and on 
publication of this Bible prefixed to the first edition a bull, 
excommunicating all printers who, in reprinting should 
make any alterations of the text. Yet the book swarms with 
errors and it was necessary to print a multitude of scraps to 
paste over the erroneous passages and give the true text. 
Most collectors of rare books are aware that there are several 
•'treacle Bibles." Thus Uranmer's Bible of May, 1541, makes 
Jeremiah, viii., 22, ask: "Is there no treacle at Gilead?" In 
another edition the word "rosin" is substituted for "treacle" 
in the same passage. 

The "bug Bible" derives its name from the fact* that the 
printers alleged that unpleasant insect to be the "terror of 
night," mentioned in the fifth, verse of Plasm, xci. The 
"wicked Bible" omitted the word "not" from the seventh 
commandment. The "vinegar" Bible, printed at the Orar- 
endon Press, Oxford, in 1717, is so called because the twen- 
tieth chapter of Luke's gospel is made to contain the allied 
"parable of the vinegar" instead of "vineyard." "Blessed are 
the placemakers" said Mathew, vi., 9, at a time when political 
corruption was rampant in England, and thie wa^ looked 
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upon as a good joke. The "breeches Bible," printed at Gen- 
eva in 1550, only followed Wycliffe's translation in saying 
that Adam and Eve "made themselves breeches." 

Jacob's present to Joseph (Genesis, xlii., 11), taxed the 
ingenuity and resources of the early translators who knew 
nothing about the botany of Palestine. One translator sug- 
gested "laudanum" as part of the offering. In his manu- 
script in the Bodleian library Wycliffe translates the first 
item on the list as "a lytle of precious liquor of sibote," and 
adds with roguish humor in the margin that this "precious 
liquor is 'jginne.' " A Gothic bishop in translating the BibU^ 
is said to have omitted the Book of Kings, lest reading of 
the wars described therein might increase the propensity of 
his flock for figliting. Dr. Alexander Geddes in 1792 intro- 
duced the English Catholics to Hebrew "constables" and 
translated the passover as "the skipover." 

One more instance, to show that our faith is sometimes 
pinned to corrupt mandates: 

There is a tradition tliat accounts for the four ones in- 
stead of the IV. on the dials of our clocks. A famous PVench 
jeweler of the name of Henry Vick presented to King Charles 
v., sumamed Wise, a clock whose dial bore the correct Eo- 
man numerals. Now, Charles did not know everything, but, 
being a king, he pretended to omniscience, and after failing 
to find a fiaw in the works, said: "The clock runs well, but 
you have got the figures on the dial wrong." "Surely not, 
your Majesty," protested the jeweler. "Yes, that four s^iould 
be four ones." "You are wrong, your Majesty." "Fm never 
wrong!" thundered the king. "Take it away and correct the 
mistake." Viek obeyed. The fashion was followed by others 
and to this day we have TIIT instead of IV. — ^Victor Smith in 
the New York Press. 

The Christian pulpit or Christianity has transformed the 
poriplipfir teaohinpp of Jesus into a sort of "novel," to be 
(Jefilt out to t' e people by piece-meal for a price, They lay 
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more Btreas upan the simple statement, "Jesus died for me,' 
than they do on all his teachings of purity in politics and 
love in religion, which did then and would now, interfere with 
all selfish greed and corrupt customs in doing business (?). 
No! Keeping the masses in slavery in the interest of the few 
money-changers whom Jesus threw out of the temple. 

Still our pride and hopes, the properties in us which will 
prove to be the firm foundation for Socialism have impelled 
us to say, like the Englishman, "Hi ave good opes hif hi 
honly ad ban hopportunity." 

All the evidence in the case goes to show that those 
who have interested themselves in the "fixing of the scrip- 
tures," have been principally interested in the ruling of the 
masss; they have plainly written between the lines. "We will 
be your masters here. Give us all the values in sight, and 
you slaves, may have your rewards in the next world. There 
you shall wear "Crowns of glory and wings of light," but 
first do our work at such wages as we see fit to pay and 
don't try to know too much, or we will be compelled to read 
the riot act and call out the militia." 

The actual fact is, that no man works for another man, 
considering them personally, even under the present condi- 
tions, but all workmen are working for the dollar system, and 
this simply because we will worship it; we insist upon laying 
at its feet all our homage, all honor, all our labor, our .best 
plans and our brightest ideas, inventions and discoveries. 
As a recompense for all of these, eighty per cent of us re- 
cieve only a miserable existence, seventeen per cent get 
a few scrapes of meat and now and then a piece of pie, 
while three per cent are burdened with unbearable riches, 
and even these conditions might be pardonable did not the 
system prevent us from producing the things that we are 
suffering for simply because it is impossible for the few rich 
ones to consume the good things that we present them with. 

Again, it is considered, for instance, that B starts to 
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work for A, but that is not the case; B has started to work 
for the mighty dollar by A's permissio>n, and B^s wages are 
not based upon the value of his labor to A, nor strictly speak- 
ing they are not established by the law of supply and de- 
mand, but by the esteem or amount of favor that B and his 
class Off workmen may hold before this cursed redeemable 
money system. It depends on how completely the money- 
changers controls the conditions under which B lives. 

How often we behold a beautiful springtime sunrise and 
perceive therein a satisfying promise of a just reward for a 
life (day) devoted to a noble and worthy cause, whatever our 
calling may be. It appears as a glimpse at the fountain head 
from which spring all our hopes and joys, and again, we 
often witness, with delight, the crimson glowings of a sum- 
mer sunset, bringing home to the mind a feeling of peace, 
contentment and happiness, which can only be appreciated 
by the person who is resting, after a hard day's toil at some 
manner of honorable and beneficial labor. A sickly person, a 
lazy person, or a depraved rogue, never can fully realize the 
escstasy which these natural beauties do afford. However, a 
man need not to be sick, lazy, nor a rogue to become finan- 
cially embarrassed, then all these lovable things in Nature 
appear only as a mockery. Were you ever real hard up dur- 
ing a strike or a panic? Willing and anxious for work, 
whereby you would get only seventeen per cent of what yon 
would produce? Then why support any party which upholds 
a corrupt system of business methods, that control our affairs 
in life and force us to be sick, lazy, and rogues? With the 
result that the spirit of Judas controls us. We are selling the 
Christ for thirty pieces of (demonetized) silver, and allowiiip: 
a discount of eighty-three per cent on the bill. A system which 
gives us less than one-fifth of what we produce and then 
measures our products by a redeemable dollar. Thus giving 
the money-changer the privilege to exact a high rate of in- 
terest on that dollar, one hundred times over, from one hun- 
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di'ed different producers. Do not shrink from a consideration 
of these facts. Perhaps you or I cannot figure them out ac- 
curately, but we have friends who can and are willing to do 
so if we will only assure them that they are not going to 
be abused for their pains-takings. When we cease our efforts 
at maintaining fifteen million governments (families) in this 
country, and decide to conduct our affairs of state as one 
government should, we will then get the assistance of those 
who today are considered kings, or the enemies of humanity, 
and they will receive their rewards an hundred fold by being 
relieved of the curse of unbearable riches, which they know 
full well they are not entitled to. 

After we have secured direct legislation so that the 
voices of the honest masses can be heard in our legislative 
halls, then let us consider the financial question, then 
let us place the matter before the PEOPLE'S COUNCILORS, 
not the bankers alone (the twenty-third Psalm was not writ- 
ten for their special benefit), in some such manner as the fol- 
lowing: Shall we not establish as the unit of values a labor 
certificate (socialist money), which will c^-rtify that a day's 
labor has been performed for the government by the holder 
thereof. The government holding and owning the proceeds 
of that day's labor with which to redeem that or a similar 
certificate, which when redeemed shall be cancelled after the 
manner of revenue stamps. This method could be applied 
to, and would cover all branches of labor, trade and business 
imaginable, and by a man performing his portion of this 
worlds labors, he would hold a clear title to his 
portion of this world's' goods, which would be suf- 
ficient to satisfy the needs of all. And by making these cer- 
tificates not transferable it would be impossible for any one 
to take the advantage over his fellowmen by the use of them; 
They would be invalid except in the year for which they 
were issued, thus the government, by calling in and destroy- 
ing all outstanding certificates at the end of each year, 
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would entirely eradicate the practice of hoarding values, and 
the government, or people, would be as much richer to start 
the new year with as the property or produce amounted to 
that was left over from the last year. (See Edw. Bellamy's 
book, "Equality/-). By having such money in use, how are 
you going to coax any brigands to kidnap rich men's chil- 
dren, or hold a missionary girl for ransom, even if she does 
insist on pushing herself and an obnoxious religion onto a 
foreign people? Ah, says Mother Grundy, the man with five 
children and a sickly wife and in poor health himself would 
have to keep them all on the saijie allowance that was re- 
ceived by a single man with no one to support but himself. 
Well now, I wonder if those evils could be made any worse 
then they are at present. But, instead of this being the case, 
as it is under the rich man's representative form of govern- 
ment, placing a heavy penalty upon the crime of raising a 
family, the arrangements of the details of all these matters 
will be placed where Abraham Lincoln said they are the 
safest. He said, "I am willing to trust to the judgment of 
the American people at all times and on all occasions." He 
also sanctioned Direct Legislation where he said, "You can 
fool all the American people a part of the time, and a part 
of the American people all the time, but you cannot fool all 
the American people all the time." 

According to Edward Bellamy's plan, as soon as a child 
was born it was given a stake in the country, making it a 
property owner as much as the father himself, and all the 
surplus labor of the middle aged and strong people who are 
the tramps of today, (because their work is being done by ma- 
chinery t^at is owned by the greedy Bhylock instead of the 
Deople) would bring blessings and a living to those it now 
f<»ixes to be idle, robbing both them, and all consumers to 
Iceep the army of idle people in luxury and anot^^er army of 
useless middle men, who might as well be tramps, on the 
road at large salaries and expenses to try to push Shylock's 
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poorly made goods on a market that is already over- 
stocked, because the consumers have been robbed of the 
product of their labofrs with which they ought to be able to 
buy what they and their families are suffering for. 

Marshall Field of Chicago is said to have an income of 
three million dollars a year. That alone is two dollars of the 
money that belongs to the heads of each family in the coun 
try. 

In 1851 David C. Vance of San Jose, Cal., borrowed from 
Jackson Lewis the sum of |1,300.00 at the then current rate 
of interest (that was gold raining times), 8 ^er cent per 
month, to be computed monthly, security being a small piece 
of real estate and its improvements. The note is yet unpaid. 
One day Mr. Vance disappeared. He could not take the lot 
with him, so that small section of the earth has gone on eat- 
ing its head off, as it were, ever since. The note and mort- 
gage, after the manner of such things, made its way through 
the court proceedings and foreclosures, and the |1,300 
soon began to grow like little Jack's bean stalk. A return 
of final sale showed the total amount due the man to whom 
the note and mortgage had been assigned, Morris M. Wise, 
in round numbers including interest, costs, and sheriff's 
fees, to be over |90,000,000.00. 

We are not condemning the aggregating of capital, when 
it is for the purpose of accomplishing the ends necessary to 
man's comforts in the most economical manner, but since its 
redeemable qualities give to it a life that is more than eter- 
nal,- living as it does in the past, present and future, thereby 
forcing all our affairs of life into unnatural channels, it 
surely represents a system that is corrupt, the greatest harm 
of which is, denying to each man the privilege of produc- 
ing and enjoyig his portion of this world's goods. An aggre- 
gaton of human interests would indeed be a fortune, not only 
to the Rocky-bilts and Vander-baptists, but to all mankind. 
But so long as we, and our all, i« bought and sold for the 
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dollar under the hammer of greed, life will not be worth liv- 
ing and we must remain mere political vassals, measured ex- 
actly by our bank accounts. We all know these facts to be 
true. Still we go on, dreading all reform movements as a 
man dreads the proper treatment for a carbuncle. 

These three privileges should be held as God-given 
lights; to breathe, to talk, and to walk. Breathing is still 
free, except so far as obstructed by diseases generated in 
Shylock's slums, and in sin (or ignorance of self and truth). 

'Railroading and all means of transportation are simply 
an improved manner of walking. Telegraphing and tele- 
phoning or any mechanical means of transmitting thought 
are only improvements on the art of talking, and any person 
usurping these improvements has climbed to his heaven via 
Shylock's ladders and is a thief and a robber. 

What do the prisons and asylums of our land represent 
today more than a waste basket under the Shylock's table, 
into which he casts such human beings as he can make no 
use of. And those prisons and asylums contain some of -the 
best samples of manhood ever bom of woman — ^men who were 
either driven insane or to their deeds of desperation simply 
because they could not, or would not, stand it to be legally 
robbed. 

Anything that is worth doing is worth doing right, but 
no person need undertake to lay the plans and details by 
which these wrongs must be righted. Give the American 
people a chance by direct legislation and they will fix it right 
or abide by the consequences. Abraham Lincoln said: *'Ev- 
erybody knows more than anybody." We need not all be 
financiers, neither was Jesus. He advocated a system that 
was based on honesty between man and man, and asked the 
Shylock to be a man among men. So they crucified him. Abra- 
ham Lincoln and James A. Garfield were both men who held 
that the business that could not be done on the dead square 
ought not to be done at all, and did Shylock kill those men? 
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In the first instance the fingei* of suspicion pointed to a pow- 
erful religious order, bound by solemn oath before, by and 
with the God of the Bible to uproot the tree of knowledge 
wherever its fruits interfered with Shylock's hellish schemes. 

In the second instance, while nothing was proven against 
them, the leaders in a powerful political ring seemed to 
tremble in their boots until Guiteau was tried and con- 
victed. 

And now, our Nation weeps in grief, joined by the whole 
civilized world in mourning the asisaBsinatioin of our most 
dearly beloved citizen and highly honored President, William 
McKinley, as grand and noble a man as ever filled the highest 
position on earth in the gift of mankind, or as ever will while 
this baneful system of redeemable dollars controls the af- 
fairs of man. That dastardly crime, which sent a sickening 
pang to every human heart that responds to love's best ef- 
forts; so useless and less called for under our dear flag (I 
mean our spirit of universal good-will), than in any other 
place on earth, was committed by one whose mind had be- 
come so diseased that he was delirious in his reasoning beyond 
all our comprehensions. He was not a sane Anarchist; he 
was a "Nihilist," a "Nothing.'' And shame, like "the worm 
that never dies" should bum the cheeks of those who would 
measure the efforts of earnest reforms by the act of this poor 
diseased wretch. Nevertheless, the deed contains a lesson 
that none but the foolish can afford to ignore. The horrible 
shock will force us to halt in our mad brain-whirl of business 
affairs and study the cause. Many barbarous characters 
l»ave appeared on the surface of society since the deed was 
done; people have been tarred and feathered and run out of 
town because their style of thinking or thoughtless words 
did not fit in the groove of public opinion. The Rev. Dr. H. 
R. Naylor, President McKinley's former pastor, I believe, 
hinted at skinning the wretch alive or burning him at the 
stake. 'T! wish that policeman in Buffalo who siezed the 
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pistol of the scoundrel who shot our adored President had 
taken the butt of the weapon and dashed the man's brains 
out on the spot," said Rev. T. DeWitt Talmadge in his ser- 
mon at Ocean Grove, N. J., on the following Sunday. The 
10,000 people in the auditorium applauded the sentiment. 

This is anarchy with a vengeance, only it shows us that 
horrible "I'm better than you are" disease from a different 
standpoint. I thank the Reverend gentlemen though for 
so plainly showing the results of private ownership, party 
politics and christian (?) training. This little mistake of 
theirs may help us, each one, to cease trying to halloo louder 
than all the rest combined, "My particular method is the only 
remedy; no solution can be found except through my private 
opinions." 

This was just what Czolgosz was trying to do when he 
fired that fatal ball into the ruling head of our nation. 

Under Socialist rule, Emma Goldman, these reverend 
gentlemen and all the rest of us would feel that we were a 
part of the lawgiving power, and would be governed by "Dig- 
nity." Merit would extinguish the firebrand that is forever 
being fed and fanned by some kind of an "I command thee." 
Then we would cease our two-facedness for policies' sake; 
philanthropy would predominate over our bigotry and hypoc- 
racy. 

Senator J. P. Dolliver of Iowa, the principal speaker at 
a memorial meeting in Chicago, said in part: 

"It cannot be out of the way, even at such time as this, 
to recognize that in the midst of modem society there are a 
thousand forces manifestly tending towards the moral degre- 
dation out of which this wicked hand was raised to kill the 
chief magistrate of the American people. 

"It ought not to be forgotten that conspirators working 
« rt their nefarious plans in secret, in the dens and caves of 
the earth, enjoy an unconscious co-operation, and side-part- 
nership with every lawless influence abroad in the world. 
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Legislators who betray the commoner, judges who poison the 
fountains of justice, city governments which come to terms 
with crime, all these are regular contributors to the cam- 
paign fund of anarchy. 

"That howling mass, whether in Kansas or Alabama, 
that assembly of wild beasts dancing in drunken carousal 
about the ashes of some negro malefactor, is not contributing 
to the security of society; it is taking away from society the 
only security it has; it belongs to the unenrolled reserve 
crops of anarchy in the United States." 

"The words which came spontaneously to the lips of 
William McKinley as he sank under mortal wound and saw 
the infuriated crowd pressing about his assailant, ought to 
be repeated in the ear of the oflBcers of peace from one end 
of the land to the other, in all the years that are to come — 
^Let no one hurt him ; let the law take its course.^ '' 

In summing up the definitions for the word Anarchy, as 
given by the press, it is made to mean the use of force to 
coerce the acts of a person or people into line with the prin- 
ciples which the Anarchist thinks is right. That word 
"Right'' has been so abused by "Anarchists" that it has had 
many meanings over which the human family has suffered 
more troubles than from all other causes combined. But for 
all this anarchy is not right. 

Every religionist who will antagonize his neighbor's con- 
victions is an anarchist. Everv man who will hold and use 
a cinch in a business deal is an anarchist. Any man who 
will pay only $2.00 for a day's labot that creates a commodity 
worth more than $2.00 is an anarchist. And every editor 
who will permit a libelous article or a fake advertisement to 
appear in his paper is an anarchist. To take the advantage 
of a person's circumstances, weakness or ignorance, in any 
erase, is to use the meanest kind of force, it is stealing that 
force which forces the man to provide for himself and his 
family. 
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Now the cry has gone forth, "The anarchist must go.'' 
Well and good; Amen! But if this means to kill off the 
leaders of unpopular opinions, where will the slaughter ever 
stop? 

Anyone openly advocating the destruction of life or 
property should be considered dangerous to society and 
treated as irresponsible; should be cared for as one having a 
malignant and contagious disease. This applies to state laws 
as well as to individuals or Judge Lynch. 

But there is no alarm. The minds of the masses have 
evolved beyond rebuff, and their hearts are too much perme- 
ated with honor and love to ever again be controlled by 
tyranny or demagogism. The aristocracy will never again 
hold a complete monopoly over education, so that universal 
mental freedom will always live and continue to grow. 

Even though our institutions have advanced beyond the 
highest anticipations of their founders, does not prove that 
they are perfect nor above criticism. Then to avoid continual 
chaos we must arrange the conditions of life to serve the 
interests of all, not the few who live from the toil of others. 
When this is done, the evil of anarchy will be "dead already,'' 
and rents will be cheaper on Wall Street; there'll be no seats 
on stock exchanges selling for $100,000.00 and poor men's 
children won't stay home from school because 47-cent shoes 
are selling for ?1.25. The lobbyist will have lost his job, and 
the drummer can go to work. 

Mortal tongue never bestowed upon any human being — 
no matter what royalty (simply the results of environments) 
they assumed to possess — a title more dear or blessed than 
is due to the humblest who can be truthfully called a thor- 
oughly class-conscious American citizen. One who realizes 
that the welfare of the most depraved x>€rson deserves our 
devotion and earnest interests more than does the man who 
is comptent to be our President, Jesus, said, there is more 
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rejoicing OYer one sinner who repents than over ninety and 
nine who need no repentance. 

We hear the preachers get up and read, "For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that who- 
soever believeth on Him shall not perish, but have everlasting 
life/' then they will sing, "Jesus paid it all." Well, that is 
good, and why not let it go at that? But no, they must keep 
fifty thousand gospelized tramps chasing up and down tie 
country (having more fun in the poor folks' front parlors than 
the ice man has in the rich man's wine cellar) to keep collect- 
ing on account, a bill that will never be paid, as they say,^ 
until God shall come to reign. Well, if the voice of the people 
is the voice of God, then let us have direct legislation and it 
will be God who does reign. 



CHAPTER Vn. 
DIRECT LEGISLATION. 

"If you would vote as we vote," the party leaders say. 
Then on Sunday, they'd simply change their coat. 

And advise us how to pray. 
All this to uphold a system, which they call Christianized, 

But by Christ's dear word, was it ever heard that Ijabor 
should be despised? 

While the Bible hero was in full command. 

Fair earth was stained with blood. 
He kept men at war, over owning the land, ^ 

Then slaughtered them with a great flood. 
The stories related in that "Old Book" 

Are beguiling, bewitchingly cute. 
It is one great plan, the deluding of man, 

While he parts with his labor's fruit. 
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Can it be that the Christ, the Son af Man, 

In giving His message, so true. 
Meant "rob the masses, whereyer you can, 

Make laws, just to favor the few." 
Did he tell his disciples (the priests of today) 

To preach "believe on Me, 
Don't prize this life, starve children and wife, 

Be content with a C. O. D.?" 

When he said unto Peter, "Come, follow thou me," 

Did he mean, just while going to town 
And then to preach evil (or at least let it be), 

For fear of Old Shylock's frown? 
There are far too many disciples today 

Who know of his "Socialist plan," 
But quaking in fear of King Dollar so dear, 

Preach Heaven away from man. 

Does God, in his laws of Nature True, 

Give us reason to even surmise 
That it gives him great pleasure to see us come throx:gh 

Pain and grief, to a home in the skies? 
If God is Man, then Man is God, 

He is the Human Mind complete; 
When that Holy Voice, makes our every choice. 

We'll have God on the Judgment seat. 

Government ownership would be dangerous to the wel- 
fare of the masses as long as Shylock can control our repre- 
sentative form of legislating, consequently it is important 
that the efforts and teachings of Socialists should aim to the 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS that will ESTAB- 
LISH DIRECT LEGISLATION. 

These amendments are apt to be brought before the next 
primary meeting for consi(Jeration and you had better be 
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there to see that it is conducted to suit YOU. Many will be 
there to oppose them; some with sincere motives because of 
the (apparent) enormity of the change, but this will actually 
be introducing simplicity into our politics and social affairs 
of life. Then go there and demand that no delegate shall go 
to the county convention who is not wholly in favor of Direct 
Legislation, and beyond that, "Just simply keep your mouth 
shut and no one will ever know you're foolish." It may hurt 
some to keep that a secret, but it will give your children a 
chance that you never had, and "Chance is a big thing in 
America." 

Some may argue that life would be too tame without the 
opportunity to gamble and compete in trade. This seems so 
to them, because they only see us in our corrupt nature. 

The more excruciating appears the struggle in a continu- 
ous death, the more it is received as an example of active life. 

Cut off a rooster's head and he becomes a very active 
bird nearly all the rest of his life, he at once plays the part 
of a very interesting acrobat. While all the "fool hens" look 
on with open-mouthed wonder at his great display of agility. 
What folly for us to claim an advanced state of civilization, 
while only sixteen per cent of us are more than thirty days 
ahead of starvation. 

Our propensities in life are so corrupted and distorted, 
through the false teachihgs of those "wolves in sheep's cloth- 
ing" who brazenly confront us with their "moonshine brand" 
of made-to-order knowledge, that we, gawky-like, exchange 
all true realities in life for their "mirages of fame^' and "gold- 
brick" happiness. All our desires for prize-fights, and hazard- 
ous sports is the result of a starved condition from lack of 
the true enjoyments in life. 

We enjoy life with less brutal braggardism than the an- 
cients believed necessary. We get the same satisfaction from a 
good baseball game, or a bicycle race, for which they required 
a bloody bull-fight, or the gory contest of the gladiator. And 
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just so will our posterity be weaker and wiser. Therefore it 
behooves us to so arrange matters, that they may enjoy more 
of the simple truths in life, instead of bringing them before 
Old Shylock, bound hand and foot, with our indebtedness 
and insane customs. 

Since it is generally conceded that figures do not lie, let 
us consider this subject from a mathematical standpoint in 
the orders of addition, subtraction, multiplication and di- 
vision. 

First we will add to the murder of Abel (over a little 
sheep feed), a few other Bible stories, and we have "Private 
Ownership." Subtract from this the Just rewards due to 
labor and we have famine, modernly called "over produc- 
tion." Multiply this by greed and we find wars and rumors 
of wars. Divide these by two, i. e., religion and politics, and 
the answer is "Eternal Death." 

On the other hand, let us add to simple manhood, hon- 
esty and frugality; we have "life worth living." Subtract from 
this snobbery and fastidiousness, the remainder is "happy 
homes and fewer doctors." Multiply this by modern improve- 
ments, and we find what Jesus taught, the "Kingdom of 
Heaven at hand." Divide this by every living human being, 
and the answer will still be about the most far-reaching word 
in our language, SOCIALISM. 

The next precinct primary meeting will consist of an ex- 
amination for our class, so we^want to study this problem well 
to be able to pass for promotion out of the old class of (Demo- 
Popo-blicanism), into the higher grade of "One Free Life at 
a Time," and if you are not in favor of these reforms, you 
have got to go there and work against them or you are going 
to get left. Our enemies hold their private meetings in their 
bank parlors and decide in advance what "tools" they want 
sent to the county convention; then quietly attend the prima- 
ries, where their nets are woven in legal form, and from that 
on the "Christe" (Socialism) is on the tree with a thief on 
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either side of him. They do not want the ma^es there or 
we would have a brass band and carriages to get us there as 
we do on election day, while they are pretending to love 
us so. 

The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing; but 
the soul of the diligent shall be made fat. — ^Prov., xiii., 4. 

The pulpit and press are constantly shouting at us social- 
ists, "Dynamiter," "Anarchist," "Divide-up," each one mean- 
while hoping that by some accident he may get more than his 
share of money, knowing that a millionaire could not live 
now without someone else's labor. More than one's share of 
money is useless, and more than one's share of the things 
that support life and happiness is wasted, but by the uneven 
actions of their unrighteous schemes, it is impossible for the 
people to create one-half of the good things of life that we 
could if given our freedom from the curse of redeemable 
money and credit. 

Suppose Mr. A. goes into business on credit. He goes in 
debt to an individual, say a banker; that banker will stipu- 
late that all debts must be paid in that commodity, gold, 
which he himself can control and comer (as they did Sep- 
tember 23rd, 1869, causing the panic known as "Black Fri- 
day," which was only arrested by the government selling 
gold out of the Treasury.) He still has the power to comer 
such goods as Mr. A. is handling, thus exacting a double 
tribute from him, while if Mr. A. was dealing with the people 
direct he could pay in whatever he had to spare that it had 
required labor to produce, and the government would tak** 
it at full price, because some one would need it. And also, if 
Mr. A. needed a certain article, the government would have 
it because some one else had produced it and deposited it 
with the government, it being worthless to him, but at par 
to the people who needed it. 

To illustrate a thorough, but legal robbery: A man goes 
into a business house and says, "See here, gentlemen, I have 
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traded with you people to an extent which would make the 
profits accruing to you one hundred dollars or more, and 
if you do not give me that (buggy, or any other article de 
sired), I will cease trading with you. Certainly he deserves 
a rake-off, for does he not serve Mammon? 

The man has a growing business, the profits from his 
trade would soon be handsome, but they must either be for- 
feited or the coveted article must be handed over like your 
purse, to a highwayman. Does not this suggest something? 
For though every part of a system, a code of laws, or a belief, 
may appear perfect, while yet it is corrupt, certain it is that 
when any part is proven corrupt, the whole cannot be perfect. 
So long as the present system of abused competition is in 
vogue, all public improvements are, and will be, held solely 
as a means of flagrant robbery, by which to recompense some 
party puppet for dirty work performed or to gratify the sel- 
fish greed of some favored officers. You must be a party 
puppet ready to assist in their dirty work or not one cent 
of the "boodle" will ever reach you. Then if you are not 
among the three robbers, you are surely among the ninety- 
seven robbed. 

The old-time style of pirating, of robbing sea-faring ships 
of their burdens, was small business compared to the legal- 
ized stealings that are done today under the guise of private 
ownership and comi)etition. If we had horse sense it would 
make us all balky. Surely we ought to be allowed to stand 
as high on the roll of honor as does the horse, and any sound 
horse that is properly fed and cared for and is not over- 
worked, conducts himself in a manner that is a joy to behold 
and is a credit to his family of the animal kingdom.. But, sad 
to say, we do not ; and we never will under this private title 
and wage system. 

I have served on committees with miners and other 
workmen when strikes were on and have heard arguments 
presented that were fair and reasonable, knowing that the 
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parties to whom they were addressed could afford the con- 
cesssions asked; but I also knew that their peculiar style of 
robbery was legal. The operators could do nothing for us 
because it was this horrible competitive system we were 
dealing with, which robs us like a double-edged sword. It 
robs the producer and then robs the same man again before 
he is allowed to consume any other article. I have a friend, 
a journeyman blacksmith, who was boasting to me that he 
owned his own home and was not in debt; he did not pay a 
cent of interest or rent, and as for profit no man could do 
business without that, and competition was so strong among 
merchants that profits could not be unreasonable. We 
walked into a store where he bought a short-handed shovel; 
the merchant produced the shovel and gave the price at 
eighty cents, saying it was dirt cheap. While going home he 
remarked that the shovel was indeed "dirt cheap," and he 
did not see how they could make and sell it for that. Through 
the courtesy of a clerk I had learned this merchant's private 
cost and price mark. I showed him that the shovel cost 
thirty-seven cents, and told him that the merchant was doing 
business on one-half borrowed money, for which he paid 12 
per cent per annum, with which to buy that shovel. He was 
paying f200.00 per month rent for a place to handle that 
shovel, and the profit still was an outrage. Furthermore, you 
are working for a smith who is paying 16 per cent interest 
on the money with which he started in business. .He pays 
thirty dollars per month rent for the shop that you work in, 
and he must make some profit on your labor or he would not 
keep you. 

The first cost of a pair of J3.00 shoes is 90 cents. All the 
men who furnish material or manufacture shoes at 90 cents 
per pair mu«t pay at the rate of 'J3.00 per pair of shoes for 
everv article of their subsistence. This is a fact that cannot 
be charged to any person or particular class of business, but 
the system as a whole is responsible for it. Don't you know 
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from your own manner of reasoning that all this suffering 
aid misery, these asylums and prisons full to overflowing, are 
unnecessary while nature produces so plentifully all the es- 
sentials to life? There is as plenty of them all as there is 
the air we breathe, only for the mistakes of greedy thieves, 
and their possibilities are vested entirely in representative 
legislation. 

A farmer raises hay or produce to sell; he cares nothing 
about the persons who shall buy the hay; he is only looking 
for that person whose want of hay compels him to part with 
the price, and if he takes his hay to a place where the King 
of Kings, godollar, has hidden his face from the people, he 
goes away with a sad heart, and forthwith dresses himself 
and his family in sack-cloth and ashes, any old rags he can 
get, and fasts or does not half feed them for at least one year. 

Again, for instance, a builder is tempted to build some 
homes for sale. He makes of them a place to get rid of all 
the poor, cull material that he is able to work into them and 
cover lip. Just so they shall look a little like good houses, 
and then they are recommended to the buyer as first-class 
modem houses. Great is our master! "Oh no, we don't want 
direct legislation'"; it would be a punishment for us to have 
to think and live. 

To hide their incompleteness they flaunt their angry 
man-made god in the people's faces on Sunday, and Shylock's 
constitutions, or unconstitutional constitutions, as the case 
may require, all week, then boast of the fullness, the glory 
and peace afforded to a half -developed mind; the leaders 
knowing that it is only a mirage of the truth. It is merely 
by creating the fear of hell that hell is created. Those lead- 
ers regulate the affairs of life, just as time is regulated by a 
little boy's toy watch. 

Since we are ever ready to forgive priests and politicians, 
why not forgive ourselves if we do err some in direct legifi- 
lation? 
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In the great majority of families where the curse of Shy- 
lock, "hurd-up-it-iveness" does not prevent it, the grand aim 
and efifort is to make home comfortable and life enjoyable. 

Our country is our home collectively, and does anyone 
wish to argue that with our government conducted on the 
principles of justice to all and malice toward none, with due 
regard for good deedA done, that we would lose our jmtriot- 
ism on account of it? -Would it not encourage industrious 
habits, and instill in our minds a feeling of abhorrence for 
slothfulness, dishonesty and treachery? It would knock the 
pins entirely from under "jingoism" and cure the "sore-head" 
in lots of us. 

Jesus said, "Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and 
judgments, which if a man do he shall live in them," that is, 
it is useless to be a Socialist in theory and not in practice. 

I want to say to the pious element of church members, 
and I do it without fear of much protest, not to be airrogant 
or abusive, but because it is true, you know that on many oc- 
casions, when reading either sacred or profane (scientific) 
writings you are compelled to brush aside your own protest- 
ing voice of a divine conscience, in order to hold yourself, by 
force, in line with the theories that your church advances. 
If you are a natural being and honest, and find yourself in 
conflict with the god of your church, then you are a better 
being than he is, because there are two sides to every ques- 
tion except "right," and the other side of that is "wrong," 
and tliose two sides are the fields of our lives; we are on on(» 
side or the other, or else we sit astride the fence and neither 
foot touches the ground. 

Every man must do the best he can for his country. Is 
H man truly loyal and patriotic when he goes to the polls 
jind votes for men to make our laws whom he knows have 
made their fortunes by dishonest methods, and have always 
been governed by selfish self-interest? We need more cool- 
headed, sober thought about us. We are like chaff in the 
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wind, when a little excitement is aroused, a brass band and 
a few slick "word mongers" can pull us into any political 
scheme, or a good (?) revival and a few slick "gospel ped- 
dlers," who have nothing else to do, can stick us with any 
old kind of religion, simply because we are not in the habit 
of doing our own thinking. Our muscles develop by being 
used, so with out minds. Add to these requirements the 
energy that never flags and the courage that never falters, 
and we shall soon be able to "wink the other eye" to these 
goody-goody chaps who come to us so full of brotherly love 
and such deep concern in our welfare, when they have an axe 
to grind. Men who are so blind to truth and knowledge that 
they deem it wise to sell the rights of man for a paltry soft 
job, that is yet harder than earning an honest living ought 
to be. 

A change of places brings new ideas and an exchange of 
opinions causes broader ideas and firmer convictions, but 
bard times cause much closer living, lesis social intercourse 
among neighbors, fewer means of studying our social inter 
ests, thus tending to weaken the manhood and womanhood 
of the masses of the Nation. Consequently they can be domi- 
neered over by the few wealthy, who have not been thus ac- 
cursed; then, after they have ounce yielded to the will of the 
few, they soon lose all their ambitions and ask to be pro- 
tected by a King, a standing army, etc., and are led to be- 
lieve that nobility and aristocracy over them is a necessity, 
while it sucks their life blood and puts them in a condition 
to be wiped off the earth by some power that has been fa- 
vored with changes of places and opinion. For proof of these 
assertions look to Rome, Spain and others. The Agrarian 
laws of Rome, which distributed the land and property 
equally among the people, was not Socialism, because the 
private title was still the key to monopolistic methods. And 
our politicians of today are sounding a warning to us of the 
very same conditions that preceded that noble empire's 
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downfall, by openly admitting that you cannot be in politioa 
and remain honest. Still they will "fiddle while Rome bums." 

It is these conditions which enable some of the shrewder 
clasfii of outlaws to install themselves in positions of trust, 
as magistrates, policemen, etc., whereby they receive a salary 
at the public crib for perpetrating crime, and are often ap- 
plauded for convicting innocent persons. 

Does intelligence pay under the present conditions of 
affairs? What does the present system do to encourage intel- 
ligence among the craftsmen? Take, for instance, in the 
building trade. The carpenter is required to furnish plans 
and instructions to nearly all of the other workmen, he must 
furnish and understand the use of more tools than all the 
others combined, yet he is generally the poorest paid of all. 
Why is this? It is simply because the prerequisite to adopt- 
ing this branch of the trade is intelligence, and with that 
intelligence goes a sense of honor and justice which prevents 
him from taking advantage and using it, while the others 
resort more to bulldozing and a sftolid resistance to argu- 
ments. 

If a workman advances an idea of economic value, he is 
generally pushed aside, while some irresponsible person 
makes the improvement by contract for less than a living 
price. Thus the incentive is not towards improvement, but 
the only incentive that is plainly held before the people to- 
day is to steal (in a legal way, if possible.) 

For example, take poultry keeping: If you have them 
for family use, you select the fowl that lays the largest eggs 
and makes the nicest roast, but if they are for profit, you 
keep the kind that require the least food and produce the 
greatest number of small egg&. 

To exact or accept a price for any personal favor ren- 
flpred, is an act of prostitution; or to inflict a punishment 
fhat ran result in a profit, is an act of tyranny. 

Jj^boring people know all of these things and have tried 
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in many ways to right the wrongs that beset us. They have 
tried by affiliations with labor unions, federated trades union, 
secret societies, insurance schemes, etc., only to see their 
hopes dashed to tiie ground. Many bright and earnest work- 
ers among them have been forced to bridle their tongues and 
cease their efforts because, if the reports of their good works 
should reach the ears of their bosses they would lose their 
jobs and be forced into the ranks of the tramp army. But on 
more occasions the causes of their failures have been due to 
the shrewd schemes of the Shylock class, who have sent out 
labor fakirs to get control of these promising concerns, and 
by farming them into (party) lines, march them to their doom. 
Just such a caper as was cut by Apostle Paul and others of 
the Shylock stripe, who, with their flowery talk and goody- 
goody sentiments, blinded the eyes of those Socialists at that 
day, and by befouling their earnest love with superstitions 
fear, turned their efforts into religious channels and started 
humanity toward the dark ages. 



CHAPTER Vin. 
THE ENGINE OF LIFE. 

There is something wrong with our engine of life, 

Or Fm a gabbling goose; 
She doesn't run smooth, and she's knocking hard. 

There must be something loose! 

I'll crawl out over the footboard, Jim; 

Yon just let her run along, 
We'll try to locate her weakness, 

So^fl the workmen can make it strong. 
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I'll juBt go down undei*neath her, 

And watch while she does her work; 

You ply the throttle gently, 

But be careful and don't let her jerk. 

I ought to have done so sooner, 

For I knew there was trouble to find; 

But we've been voting so lately, 

I've had most too much on my mind. 

Well, I've looked the machine over careful, 
Tried to blame no particular thing; 

I'm satisfied now she's crippled, 
Like a bird with a broken wing. 

And I feel like I haven't known nothing, 

And you, well, you couldn't know less; 

But we've quarreled since we left the roundhouse 
Over what would be "smartest to guess." 

Now, here's the whole thing in a nutshell — 
The whole machine's acting the crank; 

She won't give steam to the portholes. 

Till they've made a check on the bank. 

The fire lays black in the furnace, 
The smokestack refuses to draw, 

Because the water we're boiling: 

Has ignored some venomous law. 

She's choked in the chest with old titles 
And a thing like a priest with a book 

Stands guard, and whenever they loosen, 
He cowers them back with a look. 
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The effect is like ruBt, or old cinderB, 

It's as easy as daylight to see, 
I wonder that men called mechanics 

Would allow such conditions to be. 

Our bo€M9 is a mighty smart fellow, 

He's as shrewd as shrewd can be; 
But he's busy with stocks and profits, 

Too busy to live, 'pears to me. 

We'll report this affair to the people, 

They'll fix the machine next fall, 
They'll summons the help of all labor, 

The farmers, the miners and all. 

When we speak of "the voice of the people," 

It doesn't mean only the fools; 
But the brightest and smartest among us 

Will stop acting, merely as tools; 

For a system that robs us of knowledge, 
And prevents us from living like men; 

When brute force is buried in REASON 
Then CHRIST will have come again. 

Can it be that the system under which we exist and which 
controls all our whole lives, has produced a diseased condition 
of mind and soul, a state of insanity which so envelopes and 
surrounds us that it is unnoticeable? Have Shylock's snares 
so thoroughly hidden from us the Divine Truths, our own Nat- 
ural Natures, that this state of affairs has become incurable? 
Then it is important that we cease listening to prophets. 
And politicians, instead of the honest yearning of our hearts, 
the faint appeals of a stifled conscience. Let us take the sanc- 
tioning and vetoing power away from all executive officers 
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and restore it to the people. We have tried every other rem- 
edy. This MUST be the Oasis! 

When a person is suffering oppressions, there is always 
a sort of promise held out to him that if hd will only yield to 
these oppressions he will receive some concessions. This is 
wrong and should be refuted in every instance where it ap- 
plies to life (wages and prices), liberty (ownership of property), 
or the pursuit of happiness (freedom of thought and leisure), 
for it will invariably result in shiftlessnes®, lo«s of self-respect 
and self-reliance, and will ruin the ambitions and patriotim 
of any people. . 

It is the spirit of dissatisfaction that gives us all of our 
improvements, so when a man gets to honestly kicking at his 
surroundings he is not getting worse, but better — the pimple 
on his shoulders is just beginning to come to a head. All that 
ailed this m«an before was that he was so busy with his fool 
smartness that he never realized how little he really applied 
knowledge and truth to his life. He may now become ac- 
quainted with himself and learn to advance in nature. The 
much-desired universal peace idea as considered at The Hague 
eau never be forced upon the world by any codes, formulas 
or prayers. They must come through evolutionary law. It 
will not need to be sought after when the hearts of men are 
allowed to be in the right place, which conditions can only be 
attained by and through direct legislation, and public owner- 
ship of r.ll productive properties. 

I have four fingers and a thumb on each hand; if I was 
to treat them as having property rights, some — probably the 
thumbs, which do about half the work — ^would claim, and 
justly receive, such favors as would render them useless, from 
lack of strength-giving exercise. But because I — the govern- 
ment of which they are a part — claim and own all they pro- 
duce, it is not made an excuse for leaving them out of bed at 
night to freeze; each of them receives a good supply of blood 
and sustenance, and each hand washes the other willingly; 
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yes, they avoid many lawsuits and wars through public own- 
ership and they do no complaining of tramps or beggars. 

In speaking of paupers, the matron of a poorhouse says: 
"The great problem of this question is the partial self-support 
of the inmates. It has been found that many men and women 
who are merely lazy apply for support, and others do so who, 
after some great misfortune in speculation (those who in- 
tended to rob someone and got nipped by those who were 
shrewder than themselves), are simply disinclined to work as 
a result of their becoming totally disheartened at their failure 
in business." Of course some have been so hypnotized or 
crazed by the result of abused competition, that they have 
mistaken mere animal pleasures for happiness. But that is not 
their fault — ^it is yours and mine, who have known the differ- 
ence and have neglected to spread the gospel to all mankind. 

It is this class that is likely to give trouble in the future 
in this country, because pauperism, like anything else, once 
indulged in, trends to become a habit. Thomas Oarlyle de- 
clares the law of no work, no recompense, behooves to be 
rigidly enforced everywhere. Carlysle, in saying this was 
deploring the various artifices which he had seen 
practiced by mendicants in order to avoid work and 
yet received support at the public poorhouse. Carlyle 
also said: "All important laws should be submitted 
to the will of the people," and further, "When honesty 
shall guide, the business of legislating shall be found 
very simple." "And a good code of laws once provided, there 
would be very little to be done yearly; scarcely anything worth 
the assembling of a legislature." But the business of the law- 
yers, most of whom would be fine fellows if they could afford 
to, has made it necessary to mystify our codes beyond the 
comprehension of the masses. Just as the druggist feels 
obliged to use Latin names on even the most common medi- 
cines. 

It were better that we condemn the man who lives at the 
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public expense because be has robbed the producers of their 
just portion of the world's goods, and having converted this 
wealth into useless cash, has beguiled his fellowmen into the 
spider's web of debt, and so has him and his, bound forever in 
slavery? Oh no, such a bilk is not a beggar, only a legalized 
robber. Was this the import of the Apostle Paul's declaration, 
''If any man will not work neither let him eat?" Or was it to 
impress on the common herd a spirit of vasisaled submission? 
(. Charles Kingsley embodies his whole scheme of social reform 
in four simple proposals, viz.: First, education; second, gov- 
ernment workship; third, work for the unemployed. (They 
might kill a lot of obnoxious weeds, thistles and burrs 
throughout the country and plant a few forests in their stead, 
or, as Coxey advocated, and was accordingly ordered to "keep 
of^ the grass," they might build good roads. But without Di- 
rect Legislation, old godollar, sitting on his throne of pri- 
vate titles, would command that those good roads should only 
be used by a few snobbish millionaires (people so debauched 
that a good boiled dinner would send them to the hospital 
for a month), who have stolen enough off the producers to 
afford "trust-made-prices for trust-made automobiles") ; 
fourth, old age pensions; and he says God will only reform 
society on condition of our reforming every man his own self. 
That is plain enough, but after each man had reformed 
liis own self then the "sky pilots" would shout, "Oh see what 
the Lord has done for us." A man is a pauper who lives 3t 
public expense without producing by labor an amount equal 
to his support, whether he lives in the poorhouse or has mil- 
lions on interest, or invested where it compels the producers 
to pay him tribute. Where is the difference in a community 
supporting a man that cannot work or a man that will not 
>^ ork. The one by taxes and the other by interest? If there is 
• to be any difference in their fare the man that cannot work 
deserves the best. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

COMPETITION. 

Mister Multi-Millionaire and I went out to walk one day. 
We met a beggar all forlorn, who unto us did say, 
**Please, gentlemen, be merciful, Fm hungry, weak and poor,'' 
So I gave the man a quarter, wishing I could spare him more. 

Old man Multi shrugged his shoulders, turned his back and 

walked away, 
*' You're a fool," at last he muttered, "helping paupers in that 

way; 
Better send him to the lock-up, for if thus he meets success 
He will never earn a dollar, build the country up, much less." 

When our little walk was over we returned to Palace grand. 

There in waiting stood a beggar, with his saw and buck in 
hand, 

Body stooped, his face all wrinkled, hair so gray, most sil- 
very bright. 

Limbs quite palsied, dressed in drilling, which was blue, but 
now 'most white. 

"Please, oh Master," said this beggar, doffing hat and bending 

low, 
"Won't you let me cut your wood and pack it in from out the 

snow?'^ 
"I've a butler," said Old Millions, "who had ought to find the 

time, 
But since you are seeking LABOR go ahead and earn a dime." 
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A man, honest, sober, industrious^ and well to do, makes 
one play at competition (?) and is scooped by business tricks. 
He loses all he has and as times are hard he has lost his am- 
bition and health. He dies penniless and without friends. Soi 
it is only a pauper's funeral. Shame on such civilization, or 
barbarity, which? It is a shame and a lie flung in the face of 
honesty, truth and humanity. It prohibits sober respect for 
life. 

Lord Macaulay said, "If men are to wait for freedom until 
they shall have become good and wise in slavery, they will 
wait forever." 

It is said that our civilization amounts to nothing but a 
thin crust over a barbarous human nature that is liable to 
break forth in volcanic-like eruptions at any time. Granting 
this to be true, let us suppose a case: That a winter's pro- 
visions for a whole community must be conveyed over a body 
of water that is covered with only a thin crust of ice. If all 
that valuable cargo, meaning as it does the life of that whole 
community, shall be loaded on a wagon, which we will call 
Congress, and to it is hitched that powerful team, one of 
which is the President, the other the United States army, and 
the driver Mr. Shylock from Wall Street and London, mounts 
the seat with a whip in his hand about the size of the Supreme 
Court, it is a doubtless fact that they will break through and 
have trouble. Whereas, if each person from that community 
would take their portion of that load (and if there was a 
plenty for all no person would try to steal his neighbor's 
share), it would be safely conveyed to their happy homes 
without any losses or lawsuits. The question then presents 
itself, is our civilization strong enough to stand the pressure 
of representative legislation? Civilization, to be worth any- 
thing, must be based upon, and confined strictly, to the lines of 
honesty between man and man. Is that the predominating 
factor in our legislative halls today? Complete civilization 
ean never be, while our hopes are besmirched by blue-blooded 
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mandates; they cast upon all of our good intentions the shad- 
ows of Shylock's evil designs. The pessimist growls and looks 
to the future with evil forebodings, because of the hardships 
and abuses of greed and ignorance we are suffering. The op- 
timist suffers the same hard8hii)s and abuses, but looks to 
the future with vain hopes for improvements. If the two 
would come together to compare notes, lay aside their politi<.*s 
and cease to hate each other's creeds — in other words, stop 
trying to beat the clergyman's "three-card monte game" (we 
favor them enough by leaving their business houses exempt 
from taxation), it would be seen that the ambitions of both 
are the same, and both would find their solace in Direct Leg- 
islation and government ownership. Representative legisla- 
tion has been fairly successful in this country so far. While 
the homestead, the forest, the mines and the tools of produc- 
tion were in easy reach of the masses, and they could wrench 
from nature's storehouses such wonderful supplies that they 
could stand it to be robbed of four-fifths of the product of 
their labor without suffering much. But tho-se conditions are 
gone. That great onward marching army of home builders 
has reached the Pacific o<*ean, and we are forced to turn 
around and face the demon Shylock that has been chasing us. 
They may flaunt the bugaboo of expansion, free trade, high 
tariff, etc., in our faces all they wish, but, nevertheless, the 
issue is upon us and we must not be blinded by them. Right 
now is the time when the cool and level-headed men and 
women of America, have got to do some hard and earnest 
thinking. The first and moet imyjorta nt question is, are we 
worthy and capable of self-government? Second, is there 
any semblance of self-government in the present state of af- 
fairs, while our ship of state, our social and industrial orders 
are being gambled over and played with by unscrupulous and 
dishonest party politicians, as a kitten plays with a ball of 
yarn? Again, does representative legislation represent? If 
po, whence comes these horrible bribes, coercion and corrup- 
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tian? Fellow-citizens of America, I believe you will all agree 
with me that the initiative and referendum and the impera- 
tive mandate, cannot make matters any worse than they are, 
As to government ownership, questions of finance, foreign 
policies, etc., those are matters of detail that can be arranged 
as the conditions shall warrant after we have purged our 
fahter's house of the money-changer and his corruption, as 
did Jesus in the Temple. Man naturally loves the true, the 
beautiful, and the good, and it is the province of the true 
teacher to cause these to appear. Such a man is a hero,. To 
be a hero is simply to do the right thing at the right time, 
and a genuine hero never asks for praise. He knows that 
to win a hero's name comes as near being an accident as any- 
thing can. The natural and spiritual laws of the universe are 
calculated to lead nations and individuals alike to the highest 
pinnacle of usefulness and happiness. "Science," says Flem- 
ing, "tends to the discovery of universal order." 

This revolution will not necessitate any bloody war. It 
can be done easier today than it can tomorow, because we all 
know that a slave is nearer conquered by the third whipping 
than he was by the first; and we further know that the longer 
a man mopes around in despondency and with the blues the 
weaker becomes his manhood, the more cowardly he is. It 
can all be accomplished as quietly and as easily as coming in 
out of the rain, if we will do all our fighting in our primaries 
and at the polls. We must there declare that we will com- 
pletely snow under (and that is an awful death for a poli- 
tician) any man on any ticket who will not do all that is pos- 
sible to bring about Direct legislation. Why should we hesi- 
tate to assume the responsibilities of Socialism? They will 
not be half so great as they look. Kemember that we still 
have among us those same masterful minds, those great finan- 
ciers and business magnates who are with ns now, only they 
are hitched to the wrong end of the cart. Jesus said, "He that 
is greatest among you, let him be your servant," It will 
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aimply be saying to those few money magnates, "If you are 
not for as you are against us." "Thus is our house divided," 
and when they see that they are not going to be hurt and 
tjhat they can still hold those high exalted positions as our 
agents, if they deserve them, and without being at war among 
themselves under the banner of godollar, but will receive for 
their services the praise, the honor and the love of a nation 
of free men and women, instead of the fierce growls of the 
animal nature that is within us. I say that if these truths 
are only shown to the American people in the right light, no 
power on earth can stay this peaceful revolution. The com 
bined efforts of the priestcraft and Mammon will give way 
like the darkness of night to the glorious morning light of a 
loTely spring day, in which we have learned to live, one free 
life at a time. 

It is not so much a question of legislation as of education 
and right doing, a case of an individual dealing with individ 
uals, it must be a prevention of evils and cure of causes, not 
merely a suppression and temporary i*egulation, for in a case 
of right or wrong no question is ever settled finally until it 
is settled rightly. 

The good of all depends on the good of each, and the good 
of each makes the good of all. Attend, then, to the good of the 
individual and the whole will take care of itself. This is an 
easy matter if we will only bear in mind that the past is gone 
forever. "Let the dead bury their dead." The future never 
was and in the eternal present a lie cnnuot live if left alone. 
It will hurt no one but its author. 
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CHAPTER X. 
LABOR UNIONS. 

As Yawcup said to Honnus, 

We must our rights maintain 
To keep this issue living 

And cast aside the chain 
That Shylock fetters on us, 

And by the crazy creed 
Of iK)wer to money giving 

Has made us slaves indeed. 

There's this we must remember, 

It is from our very ilks 
When Shyloek starts his faking 

He finds the very bilks 
Who our unions will dismember. 

So, to buy a Debbs or Hogan, 
He can pay them well for making 

The dollar-sign their slogan. 

So let not your brain get rusty 

But we'll let the details go, 
They will follow in their order when 

We let old Shylock know 
That no lobbied laws are trusty. 

We will thwart emancipation 
If we follow party men; 

Must have Direct Legislation. 
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Then insurance schemes will dwindle 

And these boodle streams go dry, 
Shylock stand condemned already 

In the place of you and I; 
The interest, rent and profit swindle 

Will have gone to heaven above, 
Then our little girls, and Fready, 

Won't have enemies to love. 

"In union there is strength," but in two unions, or one 
decoy union (which is green pastures and still waters for Sh y- 
iock's false prophets or labor fakirs), there is not half as much. 
And how often are labor unions and fi-aternal societies seri 
ously ruptured by contentions over creed religion, though that 
monster js always forbidden to enter their halls. The way the 
word brother is peddled around among Tom, Dick and Harry, 
on account of fraternal, ties and religious agreements is blas- 
phemous toward kindred ties.. 

Unionism has undoubtedly been a very important part of 
the schooling that is necessary to prepare us for Socialism. 
They have guided our thoughts towards the beautiful truths 
of Unionism that are embodied in the initiative and referen- 
dum vote, and the public ownership of all productive prop- 
erties. No person can be rightly called the friend of I^bor 
who is not, first, the friend of Humanity, and this includes 
the vilest (?) , the least favored among the undeveloped 
masses who, forced by conditions they cannot control, submit 
and nobly serve Humanity under a master equally as much 
as those "honorable" or "reverend" gentlemen who, haught- 
ily and wickedly, believe themselves made (soul and body) 
of better material than the world's best Saviors, her builders 
of all wealth and glory. 

We waste too much time and energy in our I^nions over 
petty quarrels and personal jealousies. It is a "condition" we 
are dealing with, not a theory, and we must treat with the 
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subject in a practical and business like way. Then, eventu- 
ally we can demonstrate the advantage of our schooling. We 
can turn our respective crafts over^ fully prepared for Gov- 
ernment management, with our "Officers," "Business Agents," 
and "Job Stewarts" thoroughly trained and capable of man- 
aging our branch of needed "labor" in the most proficient 
style. 

We are constantly at war, not with our employers as indi- 
viduals, but with the system which forces them to act in the 
role of enemies to our interests. So to fight the system we 
must meet them as enemies, because they ar acting as agents, 
or tools for that system. Now, when an employer of labor 
refuses all attempts at "fair dealings," will not arbitrate or 
consider existing differences, we are justified in denouncing 
him as "unriily," and a rebel. Let us treat with him as fol- 
lows: Call all union help away from him, and when any prac- 
tical workman in his employ is willing to join the union ; ad- 
mit such to our union free of charge to the applicant, and 
charge the admission fee to said rebel, as a fine. Thus he may 
be his own redeemer, while we are simply minding our own 
business, and instead of him receiving that much desired "pub- 
lic sympathy" he will become the butt of a huge joke while 
building up against himself a monstrous fine and constantly 
diminishing his supply of help. 

So long as it is not possible for us to generalize our 
struggle for an existence, to merge our interests into a grand 
co-operative affair, these local and class struggles are a neces- 
sary result and the more severely they are conducted, the 
sooner will we prove the uselessness of all attempts at local 
remedies. 

Thus individual trades, party and creed efforts must cease. 
We must become thoroughly class conscious and realize that 
every producer's interests are as worthy of protection as our 
own. The human heart can never love those principles of 
unionism which are forever inflicting punishments on their 
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members for each slight breach of discipline. The voice of 
freedom is heard sobbing in grief at nearly every union meet- 
ing that is held in the land, bnt becanse of our unnatural na- 
tures, Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, they know not what 
they do." 

Unionism, when carried beyond its proper sphere, be- 
comes no less tyrannical than corporation rules^ or some court 
injunctions have been. They are like fire, a splendid friend, 
but an awful master. And these conditions must continue so 
long as private litle stand between us and heaven (harmony). 

Suppose local, or rival unions, should so get control of 
our industrial and political machinery, "including the courts," 
that they could effectively apply the blacklisting principles, 
as is done by employers of labor, whould they use it? We 
would see tyrannies in practice that would shame old Shy- 
lock. The only safeguard is Direct Legislation, where the 
interest of all will be the concern of each. 

An iron rule is not a natural law and will never act as 
such nor give satisfaction for any great length of time. We 
must avoid jumping at hasty conclusions, they are like molten 
lava, when they cool off, they are too hard to be re-modeled. 
We should never start a fight simply because our antagonist 
deserves punishment. This always weakens our case before 
that great American jury, "Public Sentiment," before which 
our case is always on trial, and which is always somewhat 
prejudiced against us because of that dreadful "I'm better 
than you are" disease. A disease which causes many people 
to be entirely devoid of both love and shame; when such peo- 
ple do (if ever) speak a kind word to a lame child, or by ac- 
cident should afford a fellow-being a moment's pleasure with- 
out the act netting them a few dollars, they want a photo- 
graph of the "kind' deed" to show to visitors, and to talk over 
with the children along about bedtime; and too, how nice 
such a picture would be to pass around at prayer-meeting, it 
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would save throwing out a whole lot of hints that don't seem 
really nice. 

We should carefully avoid becoming man-haters, be- 
cause nothing will do more to make us "reason-haters." 

Every honest-hearted member of any labor union knows 
within hi« own divine conscience that there is a certain in- 
completeness about his union that he cannot like. He knows 
that that body of unionists collectively, still each one sepa- 
rately is striving to better his condition by getting the ad- 
vantage, or a "cinch" on the consumers of the products of his 
labor. When that man realizes that this cursed redeemable 
money system demonetizes his labor under all conditions and 
leaves him and his family entirely at the mercy of the money- 
changing element, then he will begin to inquire where the 
next precinct primaries are to be held, and he will be a few 
minutes early in getting to that meeting, for he will be hot 
angry, converted, yes, born again. At that primary meeting 
he will make perhaps the first public speech he ever made in 
his life, for he will know that to allow any representative who 
is not in favor of Direct Legislation to go even so far as to 
the county convention is a danger and a menace to civilization. 

But taken as a whole the efforts of our labor unions are 
for the good. Today we stand in our labor unions, in the open 
light of day, proclaiming the same salvation, pupils of the 
same school, as were the early Christians in the catacombs 
under Rome, fighting the same foe that they fought, and the 
excuses that workingmen put up for not joining their unions 
are among the odd things we meet with, ever ready to measure 
the union by the faults of its members, it is strange that they 
will sleep in a bed where so many people have died in them. 
They are like "deadheads" riding on a raft which we have 
built, refusing to pay their fare, because it is a legalized man- 
ner of stealing. They are like a tramp who would crawl out of 
a box car, go to the company^s manager and complain of the 
rules and regulations under which the train was handled, they 
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even dare to walk on the streets in daylight and look their 
fellowman in the face. They have the audacity to go home 
and sit down at the table with their defenseless families, and 
scarcely ever fail to chastise their children for expressing an 
honest and natural opinion. They do these things knowing 
(if they ever think) that after this revolution has taken place 
those children must curse them for having been fools and 
cowards, and why do tliey do so? Simply because Shy lock's 
puppets, our law-making representatives, have refused us any 
claim on the wealth we produce, have made dollars worth 
more than men ; have denied us the right to say and prove that 
the caring for our loved ones is any of our business. Think 
well on these assertions^ don't class them as the "strike" of 
a blind snake in "dog-days." They are facts in life that we 
have GOT to meet, and, if possibly we can ever get these 
TRUTHS into our brains (without cracking our skulls) we will 
never again need to be told that we are SLAVES, bound by 
chains of our own forging, and the likes of which are forged 
anew every time a child is born injo a family of the producing 
class. No better sentence of history was ever written than 
"Abraham Lincoln and his army joined the Union-" Still 
these same weaklings, who receive the benefits ,of unionism 
as a case of alms-giving, are ever ready to invest tl^eir sav- 
ings (?) in "any old scheme," hoping to mimic those "trust 
magnates," who, by cornering the paarkets and stifling prog- 
ress, deprive the workers of "life," snatch from the mouths 
of mothers with babes at the breast and our children in school, 
the nourishments we are willing and anxious to provide them 
with; where is the wonder that we are like mendicants, beg- 
ging to b<e "carried," and have partly lived down the shame 
that is ours alone. 

Wages does not mean the proceeds of a man's labor as 
the capitalist class would have it understood; it simply means 
that small portion of the value of labor that is not stolen from 
the laboring class by their employers, and this maxim ap- 
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plies to all manner of useful labor, whether it be an article 
manufactured, simply a day's labor, a ton of hay, or preaching 
a sermon (oh, excuse me). 

The present system of wages and profits is breaking 
down. Forces too great to estimate are fast bringing it to 
the point of total collapse. The question is not ot whether it 
shall be saved. The question is what shall take its place? 
The system deserves to die. It has always involved the op- 
pression of the many to serve the ends of the few who held 
the power. 

The well-paid advocates of capitalism are fond of saying 
that the people are better off than ever before. There is prol)- 
ably some truth in this, but what .does it prove? Great guns! 
Are we like geese? Or swine? To be let? From one pasture 
to another? People who advance such arguments are mental 
if not moral perverts, and if they are shown pity, it is used 
as a license to be more arrogant. Labor with modern ma- 
chinery produces at least 500 times more than labor with 
mediaeval tools, and those who do the work need not feel 
deeply grateful for an advance of 50 per cent in their pay, 
wlien with it comes increased risks of losing the chance to 
earn their bread at all. Why should not the common people 
have common wealth instead of common property? Why 
should not the burden of producing wealth fall on all alike, 
instead of having one class produce all and another class 
possess all? Well directed labor using the best appliances 
can today produce on an average five thousand dollars a year 
in useful wealth, but if it doe« it will not get it so long- as 
the things it uses to produce with are owned by another, and 
labor receive wages for its share. If the profits of a postoflSce 
are fifty thousand dollars a year it does not go to the post- 
master as it would if he owned the office, or as it does with 
the express companies. What vast sums of money (labor) is 
saved to the people which the advertising of rival brands of 
postage stamps would necessitate? 
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Public property would give all to the workerB, if all things 
were public property. In no other way can they get the re- 
Bults of their labor. The only reason that the owner of a farm 
seems a little better off than the common laborer without a 
home is because the farmer is in a position to suffer a little 
the most rqbbery without starving to death. A farm or any 
industrial enterprise is not the cause of wealth, it is only the 
means (nature's tools for man), and should result in life, not 
misery; but the day of pushing a little farther out into a new 
country and getting a free farm is past now, and the tide of 
hungry refugees, having reached the Pacific ocean, must 
either go and murder to rob, in the far east, or turn and face 
the demon Bhylock that has been chasing us^ but on turning 
around what do we see? Our fellow-farmers groaning under 
the debts of the money-changers, suffering with high taxes 
and higher profits, and no voice in the price of their produce, 
that is entirely governed by the gamblers. **In my father's 
house a den of thieves.'' Perhaps they have not suffered quite 
enough yet to raise their eyes above selfish self-interests and 
see the glories that adorn the brow of our beloved savior, 
direct legislation and government ownership of all productive 
properties, but when they have, they, too, will be on time at 
the next precinct primary meeting with at least a hatchet to 
grind, and these conditions are coming just as sure as day 
follows night. The precinct primaries will yet be revealed 
(that much abused word) to mankind as the gates of heaven 
(harmony), or the gates of eternal (the present time) hell. 

. With government ownership and direct legislation the 
reports of strikes, lockouts, boycotts and riots with which the 
columns of every newspaper are now filled, will be entirely 
unknown. All these evils will not only be cured, but their 
causes will be removed. Talk about chaining the devil for a 
thousands years! He will not need to be chained, he will be 
one of the happiest beings in existence to see us enjoying "the 
fruit of the tree of knowledge," and One Free Life at a Time; 



Ill 

there will be no danger of harm from him then for happy 
people never harm any one, but under present conditions — 
well — a song-bird will never sing while it is hungry or cold. 

The boycott is not just, but is sometimes a just retribu- 
tion and will no doubt be a necessity during the short reign of 
abused competition and private titles, a system under w^hich 
our very name is dangerous to us as happy beings, because it is 
used as a handle by which w^ are dragged down into this mer- 
ciless maelstrom of debt and destruction. Did you ever think 
of the fact that when a child is christened it is then and there 
given the opportunity to eventually bring upon itself and its 
fellowmen all the remorse and misery, sin and suffering that 
mortal man is heir to by the use or not using the name in con- 
nection with private titles? Thus the filthy lucre is forced 
upon that child as its artificial soul. When these facts are 
once seen, through the fog of ignorance or misapplied knowl- 
edge that envelopes us, we would not hide our lights under a 
bushel for all the money that we could sign our names under; 
then do you think we would attend the precinct primary 
meetings? Well, I wonder! Then the twenty-third Psalm 
may replace our constant songs of praise (?) to dollars and 
property. 

The mind of man, which in its completeness must include 
all humanity and especially of children, who are nearest to 
nature, must be busy, and if not directed in a noble course will 
be busied by the next best plans that iare presented. This 
shows that the oneness of knowledge of which humanity is 
the highest order known to man, is not idle, is not contented 
with prevailing conditions, but naturally seeks to advance in 
nature: It seems to take the human mind about two thousand 
years to evolve or mature an idea; we have had the two thou- 
sand years of religioxie and greedy rule, now let us try one 
free life at a time. However, details can only be worked out 
in the present time, that is, wT^en they are needed, and since 
the first move is at the primaries the minute arrangements for 
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knmediate action must follow the deluge; the Noah's flood, of 
votes that are going to submerge the primaries in the interest 
of direct legislation. 

To train our aggressiveness in the proper channels, to de- 
stroy the suspicions and petty jealousies that exist, and pre- 
vent us from cementing our determinations into a power in- 
vincible, it behooves us to go into our labor unions, not as 
mere members, but as earnest workers. Meanwhile we must 
have our "trusty sentinels" and change them often, to be 
sure that no "labor-fakirs," or modern "Apostle Paul's" are 
proclaiming a false god that will lead us to defeat. 

We are receiving some lovely promises from the many 
Fraternal societies, but are they all genuine benefactors? and 
if not, then which one will save us? 

We can at least procure one very valuable lesson from 
them; by keeping their "gardens'' free from the weeds of 
creed religions, and party politics, true fraternity is permitted 
to flourish and grow strong, but are these fraternal, or secret 
insurance schemes a fair gamble? Or are they a shrewd play 
on the part of the creditpr class whereby the "feeders," the 
producing class, are beguiled into a plan which is a protec- 
tion to the money-changing element? For, by appealing to 
the masses, through their love for their families, they are 
induced to "join interests," and co-operate for a mutual pro- 
tection; thus from the revenues thus acquired, by dues, as- 
sessments, etc.; the wife, is guaranteed a sum of money on 
the death of the husband, and she, prompted by the same 
sense of honor and love for her husband, his honor and good 
name, is in duty bound to pay all accounts which the 
money-changing-sharks may have held against the deceased 
member of said fraternal society. 

It is a fact that many people thus insured are not so 
anxious to get for themselves a home, or so careful to avoid 
indebtedness. So in this way the plan is injurious to the indi- 
vidual. 



113 

Many cases have been known where the funds of insur- 
ance societies have been used by the officials to start venture- 
some enterprises and large private fortunes have been made, 
but where failures have been met with, who has been the 
losers? So long as any man has the legal right to loan one 
dollar one hundred times over, to one hundred different per- 
sons, injustices will be practiced and the producing class 
must pay the cost of all private gains or public losses, be- 
cause no man, not a producer of wealth, can suffer a private 
loss. 



CHAPTER XI. 

A CHILD'S CRUSHED HOPEo. 

I know that I love children as well as any man, 
And when I see them feeling bad I'll cheer them if I can. 
I'll show tliem that it doesn't pay to go through life like mopes 
Nor squander this life for the next, for that would crush their 
hopes. 

I 
So let us say to little boys, you must some day be men. 
Now ivy to choose the better path to happiness, and then 
You'll find 'twill be so easy to live a life that's good. 
To do a deed that causes pain, why, you couldn't if you would. 

Now, children, won't you think of this, we've all come liere 

to live, 
'Twill make you feel lots better if some happiness you give 
To those who haven't learned the way to wear a smiling face. 
'Twill do you good, you'll help them much, 'twill help the 

human race. 
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First, let us find the causes that make some children mean, 
Perhaps they've always been abased, fair play they've never 

seen; 
And if you'll just consider how they're bound with unseen 

ropes 
Of threatened vengeance from on high, it's bound to crush 

their hopes. 

The preachers say, or so they did a few short years ago, 
**You're doomed to hell, you're born condemned to the regions 

down below, 
Your soul brought here through providence, is black as black 

can be. 
You'll make great sport for Satan, throughout eternity." 

But if you'll only worship this man, they call him God, 
Who made all causes and effects, yet rules with the rod, 
Who cannot love his children, until some priest or pope 
Has patched them up. Oh, what a curse! To crush a sweet 
child's hope. 

They first condemn all knowledge of Nature and her laws. 
They say the child is only safe who labors in THEIR cause; 
Dwarf Knowledge, Truth and Reason, and thus the spirit 

gropes. 
What could be more a tempter than a Child's Crushed Hopes! 

Whether a boy is six years old or seventy-six makes no 
diflFerence; the minute he says my honest heart shall be the 
judge in all these matters, he is a good Socialist, and more 
than that, he is then prepared to read even the Bible and get 
a lot of good out of it. 

I do not wish to be abusive to the good qualities in any 
man or his religion. Every man's character and every relig- 
ious dogma have their golden threads running through them; 
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if not, they would never have a friend nor an adherent, be- 
cause the human heart loves only that which is believed to be 
the best thing obtainable. And, say, let us follow that thought 
just a minute. In that Bible picture of his Satanic Majesty, 
Lucifer, he is shown to have been a nice fellow, or he would 
never have had followers and supporters in a rebellion from 
among those blissful Ransomed ones, who hadn't a thing in 
tbe heavens to do but to fold their downy wings over their 
lovely bosoms and roll up one eye, while they sang praise after 
praise, whether they got hoarse or not, but never mind, it is 
not the intention to load this book down with luring the lurid 
lurry. All our sins lie in the one fact that we are over-edu- 
cated in ignorance or error. We have "gone away backwards" 
from Nature. 

We will insist upon recognizing an external authority, 
that is weaker than the love in our own hearts. Thousandft 
of good people, in and out of the pulpit, have nearly got the 
Bcales off theiir eyes so as to see this Noble Truth, but because 
the masses look up to them as a leader they are still a little 
blinded by conceit! 

We are led to believe that it is business to exchange life 
for a hand at the rope that strangles TRUTH, and the only 
charge against her is that she is too simple and does not boast 
of her power. 

Does Socialism contain any features which will cause 
brothers to part in anger and never correspond or know of 
each other's life or death, as they often do because there is a 
difference of a few dollars in their accounts? To correct anv 
evil we must first find and remove the cause. 

Wiiile writing this book I have often asked myself the 
question: Am T unreasonably severe on that class of people 
who f^et their living without in some useful manner producing 
its equivalent? My heart answers back (and I do not think it 
ever lied to me yet): They will never be worse oflf than lots 
of carpenters, whom we have seen lose their jobs on account 
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of a businesfi panic, and when these people loBe their jobs 
there will be no panics! The country will have no more 
mouths to feed than now, and there will be nearly twice as 
many men producing food, so figure it out yourself. 

It was these honest principles, this thorough knowledge 
of Nature and humanity, that transformed the man Jesus into 
the pure-hearted, wise and loving Christ Jesus, and we, his 
younger brothers, might have been his antetype all through 
those dark ages, had we conquered our cowardly fears and 
commanded those crazy religious bigots, who fettered our 
brain in the forged name of God, with ruinous superstitions, 
to lie down while wq marched over them to that glorious 
knowledge of ourselves in Nature and her laws. This is surely 
what he meant when he said: "Overcome ye the world even 
as I have overcome it." 

Honesty is the blood of human society. Can we expect 
to remain in a healthy condition while that blood is so con- 
taminated by greed? Need we be surprised at the appear- 
ance of surface eruptions, pimples, boils, etc., by way of labor 
troubles, political strife and wars, while thus afflicted? Shall 
we go blindly on believing that "time is money," not life? 

Human wisdom has never devised a form of government 
so perfect that it may not be perverted to bad purposes, nor 
can this ever be accomplished so long as our monetary system 
and industrial order is arranged to suit the sole object of in- 
terest, rent and profit. This is ANARCHY of the worst type. 

Are we merelv worms of tl e dust? Do we wish to wor- 
ship a man-made god, such as whose picture is portrayed in 
the Bible as a leader, in all the most heinous crimes imagina- 
ble? Full of caprice, murder, rapine, spite and revenge, who 
cursed our Mother Eve because she hungered after knowledge, 
sanctioned and commanded libertism, and even boasts of hav 
ing himself ruined the character of one, Mary. Would i)ermit 
the cursing of the best and purest man on earth, simply to 
strengthen his side of a quari*el he was having with Satan? 
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(Read Job, chapter i. and ii). No! But the moment we recog- 
nize our own divinity, our higher order in and relations with 
Nature, then we enter on the right track of knowledge and 
'power that will prove to us our oneness with God, just as a 
drop of water or flake of snow is related to the oceans of this 
world. 

Then we will not need to say, "I have a soul to save," but 
can say, "I am a soul and have a body with which to work for 
the good of my fellowmen." (1) "The only way for one to 
find himself is by first losing himself in the cause of human- 
ity." This would knock the foundation entirely from under 
all selfishness and greed, which is the fountainhead of all evil 
in this world. 

Do you object to Socialism because you do not wish to 
surrender your individuality? Why, my dear friend, that is 
just what ails you now. Be you rich or poor, no matter what 
may be your calling, you must surrender all your individual- 
ity, your good intentions, and even your honesty to the over- 
powering influence of this vile system, this monstrous cacta- 
clysm of abused competition. The contract system is a pre- 
mium on dishonesty, it forces one to flgure on how cheap the 
worst "bilk" can do this piece of work, and then one is obliged 
to figure in enough roguery to come out whole by beating hi^ 
employes. Thus we are not only surrendering each his own 
individuality, but to a greater or less extent that of every one 
with whom we shall have any business relations, and must 
do so until this "dog eat dog" page of the world's history 
shall have been written, and we have entered upon a new era 
of direct legislation. Until we have ceased to hop around in 
life like so many frogs, content to live upon the few deltas 
that the settling influence of free thought and "investigation 
have built up in the vile streams of greed and asceticism, until 

(1. Ralph Waldo Trine, in his book, "In Tune With the 
Infinite."). 
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we have raised our mind's eye above selfish self-interest and 
resolved to live one free life at a time. 

True, we have some men and women among us who are 
as mean and unprincipled as it is possible to imagine. They 
are found among the rich and poor alike, and have their in- 
fluence on society, but while those among the rich can and do, 
do the most to degrade society, they are screened and shielded 
by their associates, by the auctioneers in the gospel shops, 
(excuse me, I meant ministers of the gospel), and a toadying 
press, for if not, the god they worship — dollar — might be- 
come offended, and then, oh, then! But the same press and 
aristocracy who are so willing to forgive and defend the rich 
scoundrels are ever ready to publish, expose and magnify the 
evil deeds of the fallen ones among the common people, and 
would convert their shortcomings into a standard of measures 
with which to gauge the characters of the producing classes, 
when in most cases it has been the depredations of the Shy- 
lock that has blasted the hopes and ruined the ambitions of 
some of our best and brightest people, thereby they have first 
created the villian, and they are shouting, Damn the common 
people. Sort of old-style scripture this, but careful thought 
on this subject will show that those whose characters look 
so black have either inherited or contracted a diseased con- 
dition of their mind and nature. 

No person stands alone a sinner, that is, regardless of 
society's character-building influences. We create a corrupt 
system, then point the finger of reproach at the leaders in that 
system, those who prove that they wOuld be the most ardent 
supporters of Socialism, but to befool our own hearts they 
must die on the gallows or lead a life of shame. "Let him 
that is among you without sin cast the first stone at her." The 
trouble is right here, this prevailing "dog-eat-dog" system 
makes it necessary (?) when we meet a vicious character (?), 
a man who dares ask a fair portion of what he produces, to 
first insult him until he will fight, then double teams on him, 
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yes, call out the militia if necessary, and fight him until he 
is downed, then kick him aside, and no one was responsible. 
It was all done in the interest of private ownership, see? 

Whereas, under direct legislation, each person would be 
responsible to society, not only for their own influence, but 
for general results, and it would promote the spirit of in- 
vestigation, bring about discussions which would elevate the 
ideas of all and propogate truthful dealings between man 
and man. 

An honest capitalist will not object to public ownership 
of all productive properties, because all he gets of this world's 
goods now is what he can eat, drink and wear; all else that 
he is robbing the people of by stifling production and blocking 
progress is either to appease unnatural desires and appetites, 
or else.it is wasted, and if he and his family, and his children's 
families, forever were guaranteed against want, for a reason- 
able effort to carry on the world's necessary labors, they 
would be better off than now, and they could cease wearing 
that subtle smile that a man smiles when he has saved money, 
the smile that burns the conscience like the proverbial coal of 
flre, and gives him a sort of "Where-am-I-at" feeling. They 
could feel safer in their possessions and rights than they do 
now, because fortunes sometimes move mysteriously and their 
ways are beyond understanding. It is the fear of loss 'that 
makes men greedy. Therefore let us do away with the po^i- 
bility of loss as far as possible, make your property the prop- 
erty of all Americans, and then all Americans will protect and 
guard you against the danger of loss. What man with a 
healthy mind today would destroy or injure a pouch of United 
States mail if he was not in want or in danger of want? Cap- 
italists employ thugs to incite riots and destroy property, then 
call out the militia to quell the same, putting all the blame 
on the under dog in the fight. 

Since the Bible is plainly shown to be a hindrance to 
knowledge and progi-ess among the people, does it follow that 
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because it was handed down, or pushed on the common people 
by a priestcraft who were a part of, or at least were suckled 
with the same brood as the kings, tyrants and robbers of old, 
the modern name of which is "money king" and "purchasa- 
ble representative legislators,', that it is genuine authority? 
Has it not always deprived the masses, and especially the 
women, of the chance to learn how to live? Can any one deny 
that it bears the finger prints of dishonest greed? And, con- 
sidering the slight regard that it receives from the Shylock 
class of today as a guide for life, does any man imagine that 
it would receive their financial support if it did not still, to 
some extent, serve their purpose of humbling the slaves be- 
fore their master? By saying to women that it is only by 
the grace of one, God, that she was not totally destroyed when 
she tried to learn something, to get posted, by eatings of the 
fruit of the tree of knowledge. Verily, verily, Shylock's in- 
fernal machine slipped a cog when they neglected to annihi- 
late the little red schoolhouse. Any one who carefully watches 
the press of today can, by reading between the lines, hear 
their growls and their howls toward any of the common class 
who dare to think for themselves, and declaring all such ta 
be dangerous to society. Then in the same paper you may 
probably find, under the head of "Advice to Young Voters,*' 
a lot of stuff that would wreck the mind of a hyena. This is 
not written to defend the evil deeds of those who have been 
driven insane by competition to an extent that makes them 
Anarchists or Nihilists; it is not written as an insult to those 
conscientious Christians who are such because they were 
never allowed to learn anything else, but it is simply a product 
of the times; it is brought forth because civilization has ad- 
vanced to a stage where the light of free-thought is beginning 
to reflect back from the mountain tops that mark the miles 
in the road of evolution, and as the grand day of Universal 
Mental Liberty in which we shall live one free life at a time, 
broadens and grows, as we, the people, shall turn a deaf ear 
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to gho6t stories of all kinds, ghoet gods and ghost dollars, 
then may our eyes behold in the glorious light in the east as 
it was taught by elesus of Nazareth, SOCIALISM. "Bear ye 
one another's burdens," it is written, because we are a-hun- 
gered and a-thirst, yea, because we are starving for the 
TRUTH. 

Yes, some of the ministers are already advocating Social- 
ism. They see the chariots of scientific knowledge and progress 
getting so far in the vanguard that unless they secure a posi- 
tion in the procession they will be left entirely, and I really 
believe some of them are too manly and honorable to go on 
advocating a principle that so much savors to the damnation 
in this life of their fellowmen. Blessed be those who do hun- 
ger and thirst after Socialism, for they shall inherit the earth, 
but they must first repent from their old manner of painty 
politics and be baptised with enough common sense and vim 
to demand direct legislation. 

But at the present time it is useless to consider details. 
Abraham Lincoln did not worry about details when he issued 
the proclamation of emancipation, thereby freeing the slaves 
of the South. If he had laid that matter before the Senate 
and House of Representatives for discussion that horrible 
war of the rebellion would have just been commenced and 
probably would not be ended now. 

"it is where the Bible treats in detail that nearly all crit- 
icisms are found against it. See the description of Noah's 
ark in that monstrous three-story building full of animals 
over a year and only one small window about three feet square 
lor ventilation. No wonder that dove brought back a twig- 
to fan himself with. The greatest trouble with the masses 
in politics is that we are detail crazy. And from this fact we 
are continually undermining the foundation of our structure, 
"Socialism," and are forever trying to patch up that founda- 
tion with an immense pile of useless legalism, hoping to 
cement them together with rotten partyism. 
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How can people be expected to see clearly the way to live 
honestly while in auch a fog of dishoneety as covers all poli- 
tics at present. Let ns demand legislation first, and thus head 
off these rascals in their mad rush to their own destruction 
and ours also, and then we will stand as good a chance to 
work out our future as the darkies did when they were driven 
away from their old homes to hustle in a selfish world, sur- 
rounded by enemies or fierce competitors. We have outgrown 
the fear of hobgoblins and offended gods that lurk behind 
every bush; now let us cast off the fear of godoUar, the three- 
headed god, etc., and devote our homage to the true life by 
doing all in our power to make this life happy for our fellow- 
creatures, and we will thereby remove all the excuses we now 
have for being mean and wicked ourselves. Rather than say 
that God is omniscient and omnipotent, let us say that om- 
niscience and omnipotence are God, and that these are omni- 
present is demonstrated throughout all the universe (where 
the selfish self-interests of living creatures do not interfere) 
by the absolute truth and perfectness that prevails there. 
This proves that greed is the only opponent to the true God, 
and greed has no earthly foundation outside of private own- 
ership. How many pieces of splendid ground are forced to 
be idle near every town in the country simply because some 
owner (?), no, some thief, has got a private title to it and ex- 
pects to steal more from some one else in the form -of 'rent 
than any one can earn off it, so the Government rents it to 
him (the owner, for taxes) as a thistle garden. When a per- 
son realizes these conditions then he sees that our selfish 
nature is not natural, and when he becomes full of these 
truths he has no room for greed, for when anything is full 
that settles it. 

There is an element of sympathy in human natures which 
feels gratification in the advancement of a fellow-being and 
contemplates with admiration and applause his rise to a 
higher plane of living. The average mechanic and common 
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laborer, as well as the farmer, are reading more in one month 
now than they did in one year during the last decade. We 
are living more real life now in six months than Methuselah 
ever thought of. 

Noting the advancement of knowledge among the masses, 
coupled with the improvements that are coming from our en- 
lightenment, can any one doubt that this great movement is 
in the interest of a larger, a richer and a higher humanity? 
But we must not trust to leaders nor labor fakirs. The cause 
must not progress faster than the people can manage it or 
it loses prestige. The capitalists do not want the money. It 
is not these slavish conditions that they worship or fear. The 
trouble all lies in our ghost-like, unnatural natures, and if 
poverty did not make family ties almost unbearable we could 
enjoy life much more even while suffering these hardships. 
Capital did not give us our industrial establishments in the 
first place. It was labor that did it. The greatest shops in 
the land started as little concerns and the owner relied on 
the workmen to furnish the means of a gradual enlargement. 
The busy hive inside did it. But let us assume that the trusts 
have given us our civilization. It does not follow that we 
mjist keep them. Institutions are made for man, and not man 
for the institutions; and institutions must change to meet the 
needs of man. Even if a king was once desirable, as soon as 
we reached a point requiring complete freedom the king had 
to go. We have reached a point where man's progress re- 
quires a broader freedom and the industrial, transportation 
and financial king must go. 

As in all great crisis, no single solution can be offered in 
advance. Experience and new developments must indicate 
the successive steps. But if the determination is there, all 
obstacles will be overcome. Our forefathers could not tell 
in advance that they would fight at Bunker Hill or Yorktown. 
They knew they would have much tribulation, but having 
determined o^ their independence they established it. We 
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will have tribulation, but if we once determine to have indus- 
trial freedom we will get it. 

Ah, but it would be a government without restriction. 
Well, if we can remove the necessity of these restrictions what 
good are they? Furthermore, what good are restrictions 
which only apply to a certain class? While we have redeem- 
able money, labor is demonetized. Will Socialist money be 
valueless because of its unlimited quantity? We have an un- 
limited quantity of labor, postage stamps and air to breathe. 
Would we consider labor valueless? No, it is' the source of 
all wealth, but it is treated as valueless while godollar reigns 
supreme. 

No man would receive any more wages than a machine if 
it did not cost him those wages to live, or else some one else's 
manner of living forced them to secure his labor. Could any 
gambler's scheme pre«ent more unfair measures than are prac- 
ticed on labor while it is creating our Nation's wealth? Could 
a change to Socialism make matters any worse? 

Suppose "Mr. Roky-prophet" should announce, my oil 
wells are failing me and I must have one-half the air you folks 
are breathing (maybe more) to pump down my wells and force 
out the oil, and because of the great expense thus incurred I 
must double the price of my oil, should we pray harder and 
forgive more? Oh, I know, our long-coated boogy-men might 
squint their eyes a little tighter and pray. Oh, God, we ought 
to have driven two spikes through each foot and hand of thy 
only begotten son while we had him, for his next coming de- 
pends so much on prophesies, faith in which is growing so 
weak because of the curse of Shylock in the land that we 
hardly expect to catch another man like him. Shame on a 
religion that asks a man to crouch at the feet of dishonest 
greed and listens to the cries of a starving family, but to 
thank God for an abundance of air to breathe and stars to 
look at. Well, that is all we have got! And this, simply be- 
cause their boundaries ar^ not efisily defined in an abstract 
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of title. Just as a man owning a pond of water, owns the 
fish that live therein, so are we owned by those who can con- 
trol our cursed redeemable money system, which is falsely 
and maliciously represented to concern us all as water does 
a fish. 

Or suppose the Rothschilds, and say twenty others of the 
world's greatest capitalists, should decide to transfer all their 
wealth to the Roman Catholic church, to lay all their power 
and influence at the feet of the Pope, what would be the re- 
sult? While this is not probable, it is possible, and it clearly 
proves the dangers of private ownership of the prodncts of 
toil, and where can you draw the line except right where pro- 
duction surpasses personal needs and becomes of public 
benefit. 

Any man who knows what Socialism implies and still 
supports such beliefs and customs is almost a traitor to the 
truth. He is not honest to himself or his family, and a person 
who will knowingly cheat himself is the worst kind of a rogue. 
He is only restrained from vandalism by cowardice, a dis- 
eased condition, which is the result of hypocracy. But let us 
excuse him, for we have been born and bred, raised and edu- 
cated so long in that groove which was the deepest and dark- 
est chasm of the dark ages, consequently the easiest to stum- 
ble into and the hardest to get out of, that our natures are 
not natural. Oh, but should not a man be allowed to own hin 
own home? Certainly, and two men two homes and so on up. 
Yes, but some folks would squander a home if they had it. 
Not if they could not produce a private title to it. Consider 
this nation one grand family, should a father say to one son, 
come and dwell with me, and to a daughter or other son, go 
and live with the beasts? But behave yourselves. See Ezek- 
iel, the fifth chapter. 

We can all get rich by a square deal easier than you or I 
can get rich now. No man ever earned or produced the com- 
modities which he can exact from his fellowmen by being the 
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po8ses8or of a millicm dollars, nor he could never conewune 
them them if he had tham without keeping some one in idle- 
nesSy which is a crime in itself, and a crime for which nature 
never fails to punish in some way. 

Wh^i money is scarce the bankers raise their rates. 
That is natural enough and would be all right to an unsus- 
pecting mind if they did not conspire together and befoul leg- 
islation by lobbying and bribes to first decoy the public into 
borrowing their money, by letting go of the people's industries 
for a while, and then queering trade and raising their rates, 
making it impossible for the debtors to do anything more than 
be their slaves^ and "divide up" by giving them all we can 
produce except a mere paltry existence. It is not surprising 
that the American people are easily gulled considering our 
manner of education. 

There are thousands of men with just as bright minds, as 
honest hearts and as well balanced reasoning faculties among 
the laboring classes of America as can be found among the 
nobility or aristocracy of any country in the world, and many 
of them are of foreign birth. While it is a deplorable fact 
that our country has been made a receptacle for many of the 
useless mendicants and thousands of the criminal classes from 
the old world, though it has nearly always been the case that 
they were sent here just to be gotten rid of, it is also a fact 
that we have received the very best samples of manhood that 
those countries possess, men who were so firm in the right, so 
loyal to the truth and to freedom that they left their native 
land and kindred ties that were mostdear to them rather than 
to remain where the producing classes seem to be forever 
doomed to a hopeless struggle vnth the Shylock, who con- 
siders himself so securely seated on the throne of wealth that 
it makes him ambiguous and tyrannical beyond the endurance 
of anyone who has a spark of manhood in him. And when we 
consider the condition that this country is getting in with the 
free hornet all gone, with our mines^ mills and machinery and 
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all meauB of prodnction swiftly becoming the private prop- 
erty of the same greedy Shylock class, what ought we to do? 
Shall we submit to such conditions as we know their bigotry 
must result in? Bhall we entirely disregard Abraham Lin- 
coln's gentle hint when he said, "Everybody knows more than 
anybody." It will be impoeBible for them to manage thQ af- 
fairs of this Nation judiciously, because they are forever at 
war among themselves about our business, but they always 
seem to agree that we must be robbed, determined to harness 
our temporal affairs in life with party politics, as they have 
harnessed our faith and hopes with Bible lore, thus making a 
splendid workteam. Oh, for another Thomas Paine with a 
new "Age of Reason" and "Rights of Man." That man with 
a heart big enough to say "The world is my country, and to 
do good is my religion." He, more than any other man the 
world has known since the time of Jesus Christ, had the 
courage to beard both the lions of aristocracy and religion 
in their dens at the same time. A man that loved his fel- 
lowmen more than he loved wealth, power or fame. He knew 
that their issues were one and the same, he could see they 
were bound together in the holy bonds of matrimony for no 
other purpose than to breed ignorance, poverty, misery, and 
death among the masses, that they, might wallow even to de- 
struction in their ill-gotten gains^ constantly benumbing their 
sense of justice to avoid seeing our sufferings, by keeping 
themselves drunk on the fat of the land and the best wine 
produced by labor. 

It is true that we make some serious mistakes which 
place us in a bad light before the easy living and influential 
public ; but don't blame us, blame the system which has kept 
ns bound down in the chains of ignorance (which is sin), for 
could we be finished with a fine education and polished with 
more refining social environments, you would find that our 
hoarts are as true, our hopes as fair and our alms as high 
as are those of any living human being, because we are 
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human beings; our excuse is greed and fear! not a "devil," 
and the results. — well, an occasional bath in a lake, of fire 
and brimstone would be a pleasure, compared with what we 
do suffer, and when a man knows that the eternal future exists 
only in the present time, how can he help feeling shame for 
supporting such a system? 

It is commonly admitted that capital is cowardly. Let 
a crisis of any kind appear in the land and Shylock fortawith 
locks up his money in a strong, fire-proof vault. Now then, if 
capital is cowardly, we must be more cowardly still or we 
would see to it that the laws of our land would giv^e to our 
wives and children, to our sweethearts and ourselves as much 
protection as they would give to a banker's dollar. How is 
it today? If a man is forced to go in debt he is required to 
sign a cut-throat note that pledges him to pay that note re- 
gatdless of all costs and circumstances even though it take 
tlie bread out of the mouths of his whole family. He is placed 
under obligations more severe than were asked of a chattel 
slave in the South. Now why is this? It is simply because 
we are letting some one else attend to our business. While 
we commission others to direct us, we are not free. "If you 
want a thing done right do it yourself; if not, send some one." 
This applies to legislating as well as plowing corn or pushing 
a wheelbarrow. But it applies to me individually. This Na- 
tion can never be pure until I have fixed my heart right. 
When I, that is each individual, have done this, where ^re 
you going to ge your trouble from? It is deceiving^ to meas- 
ure one's own virtues by the shortcomings of others. (Better 
read that again, it seems a little twisted.) 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

THE SENTENCE. 

Stand up! before this August Court, 
Stand up! the rabble eravefl for sporty 
Stand up! and show the reasons (?) why 
You should not be condemned to die. 

There is kept in a sniall chapel at Oaserta, a village 
twenty miles north of Naples, a thin brass tablet upon 
which is engraven in Hebrew characters the purported death 
sentence pronounced by Pontious Pilate upon Jesus of Naz- 
areth. This plate was found in the year 1280, among a quan- 
tity of records of the Kingdom of Naples, in the city of 
Aguilla. A number of other documents were found whose 
genuineness were never doubted. They referred to official 
transactions in the Roman province about the same time as 
the crucifixion of the Savior. The inscription on the plate is 
as follows: 

"Sentence pronounced by Pontius Pilate, intendant of 
the province Lower Galilee, that Jesus of Nazareth shall 
suffer death by the cross on the 25th day of the month of 
March, in the 17th year of the reign of the Emperor Tiberius 
during the pontificate of Annas and Oaiaphas in the Holy 
City of Jerusalem. 

"Pontius Pilate, intendant of the province of Lower 
(ralilee, sitting in judgment as president in the seat of the 
preator, condemns Jesus of Nazareth to die on a cross, be- 
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tween two robbers, because of the nomeroiis and conclusiye ! 
testimony of the people as follows: 

^1. JesQS is a disturber of tiie peace. 

^2. Jesns has taught the people sedition. 

^3. Jesns is an enem j to the laws. 

'4. Jesns calls himself the Bon of God. 

'5. Jesus calls himself the King of Israel. 

^6. Jesus disturbed the worship of the t^nple bj lead- 
ing a mob of people with palms in their hands. 

'Qnirilius Cornelius, first of the Centurians, is ordered to 
take the body of Jesus to the place of execution and provide 
the cross. All people are forbidden to appear or prevent the 
execntlcm.'' 

Then follows the names of the judges and the names of 
the witnesses to the various charges in the indictment. The 
engraving is well d<me and most of the characters are still 
clear enough to be traced. 

About the only charge that was brought against Jesus 
was that of Sabbath breaking, and this was a mere ruse by 
which they hoped to head off threatened labor riots. His 
trial was conducted in the night time and his execution took 
place the following day. lUght here it is well to mention, 
the only thing in all the universe that is foolish about that 
one day in seven, is man, or that portion of man who are 
burdened with supersitious fears; admitting that our phjsioal 
body requires one day in sevoi for rest or recreation^ there 
IS no reason for making it a day of long faces and tiie undoing 
of progress. If those authorities had known thdr own hearts* 
and nature, the foregoing death sentence would not have 
blackened the pages of history. 

Hie trouble with religions and constitutional laws is that 
they stand still, while the people whose interests they con- 
cern are constantly progressing. Thirty years bong consid- 
ered the age of a generation, no contract should be binding 
fAP II longer time, and all laws should be subject to revision; 
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it is useless, foolish, almost criminal for one generation to 
■ enact laws that shall compel another generation to surrender 
their rig-ht to legislate in the matter. 

These sufferings are just what we deserve so long as we 
' let party leaders do all our thinking, so long as we cleave to 
I a doctrine that is all for the party. GBhose leaders are think- 
ing for ME, and they get the worth of their thinking and we 
get the rest, that is, the hard work, hardships, and we call 
it hard luck. Let us force ourselves to adopt the responsi- 
bilities by direct legislation and then our bread winning will 
force us to think. The people who stand on the street 
corners chewing the rag about what millionaires ought to 
be forced to do, have never considered that those millionaires 
got their wealth by attending to their own business, and it 
was through our slipshod carelessnese and letting party lead- 
ers, their tools, as our servants, attend to our business for us, 
that they obtained their grant or license to abuse us. Is there 
any difference between the highly respectable and eminently 
moral business man who will only condescend to take a hand 
in politics if business is thereby profited, and the ward poli- 
tician and office-holder who turn politics into their business? 
Dr. Emil G. Hirsch thinks there is not. In this opinion the 
scholarly rabbi will have the endorsement of intelligent men 
who regard the "ethics of politics" from the standpoint of 
good government, in a free Democracy. Dr. Hirsch had the 
most scathing criticism for these political derelicts who 
are aroused to ts^ke a hand in politics only when their pocket- 
book seems at stak^, or when some issue is before the people 
that involves questions of commercial profit or industrial 
thrift. In the opinion of Dr. Hirsch, no man has any moral 
right to disfranchise himself. Political rights are obligatory. 
Their neglect is immoral. The individual who refuses to 
vote injures all, and his neglect is a menace to the doctrine of 
liberty. 

Pjr neglecting our duties at the pr^i^et primaries yfe 
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allow. oar enemies to fa«ten the cinch on ns. Bj haying 
controlled matters there Shylock can sit back in his easy 
chair and smilingly say ''Heads I win, tails you lose." It 
seems that in the primaries is the place that the nation's 
history is written. And it is there we must get together 
and by ceasing our wars over old ghost stories we may search 
out a universal peace. With our preachers turned into teach- 
ers to help up study those eternal and absolutely truthful 
laws of nature, we might yet become acquainted with our- 
selves and humanity; then we would not need a man-god to 
boss things, then they might help us to gratify our desires 
for worship without scaring the sense and reason all out 
of us making of us religious cowards. 

Stop living the animal life alone. If we could only cease 
thinking that the word you, me, or I, means the body, but 
means what it is, a part of God, we would then be ready for 
Socialism. This will do a lot to help one to forget his aches 
and pains, and is the prime basis of all faith cures. Notice 
what hardships and exposures a man can stand without any 
evil effects when engaged in any occupation which keeps the 
mind wholly busy. He can work a whole day without food 
or hunger. The body is only an engine and the mind should 
be the engineer. There are no mysteries in nature had we 
a knowledge of ourselves and our relations ta her. First get 
at i)eace with all the world and Nature, and then you will 
be worthy of peace with God. This can never be so long as 
you are a slave to this competitive system; this system of 
greed, of never trying to get up, but always trying to pull 
others below you. Those bright-minded capitalists will see 
this soon and will help us in this good work. Professors 
of religion hold that in case our views might possibly be 
mistaken they are on the safe side anyway. It was on 
account of this godly fear and the ignorance that it produces 
that America was not discovered sooner, that law of gravi- 
tation that l^ol^s the planets in place was not known, and 
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people believed that if they sailed out a certain dlBtanoe an 
the sea they would fall off into nowhere, nor many other 
scientific discoveries made; the infernal priestcraft would 
dfaw long faces and look as serious as a setting hen while 
they told many stories of people who were struck dead by 
Jehovah because they were too curious and tried to pry into 
the secrets of nature. If a man advanced an idea that wa» 
detrimental to the interests of, or beyond the comprehension 
of the religionists, he was a crazy heretic, and when nature 
by revealing her mysteries beckoned us to draw near to her 
and invited us to enjoy the blessings of one free life at a 
time, the religionists would almost invariably brand them as 
the works of the devil, and do all in their power to bar the 
spirit of investigation which we need the most. But it is 
better to be pulled out of the mud by an abused mule than 
to remain stuck until it freezes. The priestcraft have belied 
free-thought by shouting ^'No God!" The Shylock ha» belied 
the Socialist by shouting "Dynamiter, you want to divide up," 
and they have joined hands and belied the workingman by 
telling him to be penitent and go to work. He is thus edu- 
cated until you hear him say: "If I only had a job I would 
be all right.'' And they will probably offer him seventy- 
five cents in store pay to cut and split a cord of wood, know- 
ing that he needed three dollars a day in order to keep his 
family decently. I have actually been at work with a man 
who bemoaned the fact tnat he had to leave work one-half 
day to help bury his sister's child. Why should a command 
from a capitalist class, even down to your boss, throw yoia 
into palpitation of the heart, nearly the same as the order 
of a highwayman to throw up your hands? The reasons are 
the same; they both hold your life in their hands. One with 
unjust laws, the other with a gun. The highwaymen has to 
furnish and use his own gun to procure his commodity, while 
we furnish and support a standing militia to protect the 
stolen commodities held by the capitalist. 
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Labor is a commodity, and so would be the air we breathe 
if it could be controlled by private title. Now let me aak 
one question: Since no title at all is good enough for the 
air we breathe, why could it not be applied to all the neces- 
saries of life? They are all secured from nature, with, or 
without labor, and if the redeemable qualities were removed 
from our money system and the private title left with yes- 
terday, all things would be as plentiful as the air we breathe. 

It is frequently argued that a race of men can never meet 
on a common ground and exist, free from strife and discord, 
because Nature herself, exhibits two forces in all her works, 
a positive and a negative force, that Life itself, in every form 
whatever, depends on two sexes for its continuation. Have 
you ever considered "Love" as a positive force, and "Truth" 
ah a negative force? Remember this little suggestion, it will 
serve us many good turns when we have secured "Direct L^- 
islation" and are exterminating "greed and hatred." 

Speaking as a mechanic, I know that every producer of 
this world's goods, every person who earns their living by 
honest labor, experiences more joy, a feeling of ecstacy thrills 
their bosom for having done well their duty, worth to them 
a hundred fold more than the same act could have been 
valued at as measured by wages or price, and no partyism 
lior creedisni is necessary to prepare one for this state of 
exaltation. By applying to ones own heart's desires the 
energies and interests that are "worse than wasted" upon 
'^politics and taulism," we may remove from the human 
heart those remorseful pangs of slavery and permit them 
to hold and cherish the key to "One Free Life at a Time," 
LOVE. 

By the way, you do not need a million dollars to help in 
this cause. Have you ever seen a stationary engine throw 
its governor belt and run away? Such are the conditions 
surrounding us at the present time; ask someone if Direct 
Jjegislation doesn't "mean governed b^Jt" pr just go to the 
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primaries and gently whi&per, '*The Voice of the People, ift 
the Voice of God." 

In case the inhabitants of the different planets, say Mars, 
have attained a more advanced state of civilization than we, 
and their astronomers having telescopes perfected beyond 
our knowledge, are studying pur planet as ^e are theirs each 
time they draw near to us, let us, for goodness sake, show 
them on their next visit that we have determftned to live one 
free life at a time. Let their astronomers be able to say to 
their Aseociated Press reporters: "You may look for those 
Yankees to make better citizens in Mars hereafter than they 
have been doing," or if some of us shall go to Venus or 
Jupiter and find the poor masses struggling with a terrifying 
priestcraft, as we poor mortals did 4nring the dark ages, let 
us show them Voltaire or Thomas Paine and Ingersoll, were 
not the only men on earth who had honesty, love, and man- 
hood enough to show the light of truth to a priest-ridden 
people, and were contented to live one free life at a time, and 
live it right, because it was right, and who live for humanity's 
sake, not for the sake of a man-god, who would edit such a 
book as the Book of Genesis; nor for the sake of a man who 
lived and was executed nineteen hundred years ago, though 
his execution was for righteously incurring the disfavor of 
kings, the priestcraft, and the Shylock of his day. 

Why do not these devoted worshipers who have gotten 
into the groove of Churchianity and dare not look out, place 
their homage where it belongs, upon Judas Iscariot? It was 
he, by that kiss, that fulfilled one of their kind of prophecies 
and betrayed the good child of Nature to their kind of peo- 
ple, the priests, who nailed Socialism to the cross and al- 
lowed Shylock's religion to live. That kiss is still burning 
the cheeks of our sweet babes in the crib, and has deepened 
the wrinkles in our parents' brow an hundl^ fold. Had 
Jesus been the coward that Paul was and professed his con- 
version to a religion that he had spoiled, he would have 
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avoided. the agonies of crucifixion^ but no, he was a nian true 
to his convictions and there has been many others since who 
upheld the great truths of Natural Human Nature, the Eter- 
nal Life of God, even unto Martyrdom, but still we insist upon 
driving private titles through the feet and hands of Socialism 
into the bloody cross of Shylock. 

Some people believe in the genuineness of the scriptures 
and the Bible Uod, because of the many people who have 
the witness of the spirit in their souls and die proclaiming 
the truth of these religious teachings, yet that does not prove 
anything except that that form of insanity is predominant 
in their minds. Ask them to describe the properties of the 
magnet or of electricity, and their little old witness "flunks" 
like they had none, because on those points they are not in 
fear of a made-to-order hell. 

Just as many people prior to 1492 died as firm in the 
belief that the world was flat and the sun revolved around 
it, though they were not so crazy over that delusion as re- 
ligion has made us by her jack-in-the-box racket that she 
attributes to nature's actions in dealing with our future wel- 
fare, so they did not bowl so much about it. Yes, if people 
are not too crazy, we place them in an asylum and care for 
them as we should do, but if their particular style of ravings 
happen to please our foolish fancies, then we "chip in" our 
financial aid and the beliefs resultant from our diseased con- 
dition of mind, and help them to start a new church. 

It required Christopher Columbus' infldelity, his disbelief 
in the divine writings, his spirit of investigation, even against 
the remonstrances of kings, priests and all learned men, to 
open the doors of this new world to mankind, and just in 
that same manner the religions of the world have had to be 
forced to the rear before every and any advance could be 
made by humanity, towards living "One Free Life at a Time." 

Prophets have been forever telling us of a millennium 
rand and glorious results that is to come out of the 
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future, but because it was put off for tomorrow and the man 
to lead in the movement has not yet been bom, why not let 
me start it now (every me in America) by subscribing to the 
following agreement: » 

AGREEMENT. 

Know all men by these presents: 

I, the undersigned, hereby request the privilege, and agree 
to deed all my property values and future labors to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States of America, for a consideration 
of an equal and proportional ownership in all the properties 
of said Government, my interests and claim to said properties 
to be represented by my citizenship. I will fulfill the fore- 
going obligation when a majority of the citizens and proper- 
ties herein mentioned shall be subscribed to this petition and 
agreement. O. A. STRICKLAND. 

I wish to admit that the foregoing is done from a "doubly" 
selfish motive. First, as a man is selfish when he subscribee 
for a life insurance policy; and second, to permit (compel is 
not necessary) every person now idle or engaged m useless 
labor to perform his portion of the work needed to be done, 
thereby reljjeving me of some of my hard work and the burden 
of enormously unjust gambling schemes. , 

Need we worry abouit foreign invasion? We have plenty 
of Andrew Jacksons among us; we have plenty of Grants, our 
Ericksons and our Edisons, and the farmers can turn out 
plenty of Abe Lincolns; Kansas can produce a Hobson from 
every hamlet if they are allowed to develop by freedom. 
Farraguts and Deweys can be found all over the land if ne- 
cessary. There are no imperialists in this country, therefore 
no one is afraid of imperialism. Men who use these terms 
are word-mongers, they are not themselves deceived by the 
terms they use, but they mean to deceive others. It is not ne- 
cessary to talk about the insincerity of such a crowd. Let it 
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stand for just what it is — bosh, gibbemh, cheap and aseleso 
demagogy. There were politicians who professed to believe 
that George Washington wished to make himself a king. 
Washington himself looked carefully for the basis of the im- 
perial scare, and said that there were not ten intelligent men 
in the United Btates who favored a monarchy. He was right, 
and there are fewer imperialists now than then. Patriotism 
would be our principal proportion if those of us who are 
allowed to work were not worked to death to support the 
army of leaches in their sense and ambition benumbing idle- 
ness. How many people have planned deeds of noble charity 
only to be defeated by hard times? 

Haven't you often entertained pure philanthropic ideas, 
in which you felt satisfied that nine-tenths of men would 
gladly coincide (barring the environments which control them) 
to relieve humanity of undue tribulations? This is ample 
proof that urider Direct Legislation where pure motives, and 
the means of Justice can prevail, no manner of Laws will be 
made which do not benefit the greatest number at the present 
time. 



CHAPTER Xm. 

KING OF THE JEWS. 

(Thoughts suggested in *'Ben Hur.") 

The Stai-— 
A woman? Yes the work of that WHiL, 

Which gave us the power to live, 
But yet was found wanting, and is incomplete still. 

Until, to each soul, IT can give 
A Mother; though holy, she stands before law, 
(while greed is the maxim) a scourge, — Nature's flaw 
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Now let the lowly Son of Man 
Be proclaimed to the World again, 

Ab, "He that is born/' whose God-like plan 
Shall rule the lives of men. 



The King— 
A Man? Yes, the child of a Queen, 

Through environments stern and cold, 
Has vested his conscience with life's gangrene, 

Fame, riches and power, to hold. 
Through wars and abuses, his subjects have died, 
He thought to be happy by gorging weak ]!•*<*<• 

Now let, etc. 



The Soldier— 
A Man? Yes, the child of a Queen, 

Has imbibed of the World's despair. 
Though born as pure as the Nazarene 

With childish hopes as fair. 
But the battle of life has been fierce from the start, 
Sin (ignorance) has withered his pure child heart. 

Now let, etc. 

The Anarchist — 
A Man? Yes, the child of a Queen, 

Had she been free from the thrall, 
To guide his bright hopes and guard against spleen 

That harrows the lives of us all. 
Sin succored, sin cultured, sin bom and sin bred, 
Like the lepers of old, he exists as the dead. 

Now let, etc. 
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The Priest— 
A Man? Yes, the child of a. Queen, 

In slotfaf ul and heedless repose. 
His sool, God's spirits, unclean, unclean, 

A pestilence, where'er he goes. 
But by falsehoods, the people are led to beliere 
That he goes carrying God's Word in his sleeve. 

Now let, etc 

The Plutocrat— 
A Man? Yes, the child of a Queen, 

Who failed to reveal him the Truth, 
She has done all she could, as the worid has seen. 

And that was her duty, — ^forsooth. 
Hut the customs he follows are open for all. 
So the leeches grow fat, whw^by labor must fall. 

Now let, etc. 

The Criminal — 
A Man? Yes, the child of a Queen, 

Both Mother and son were ambitious, 
Our customs of life though, hare made them both mean, 

By forcing "false means" as, "judicious" 
This man, though once perfect, was drowned in "the blues'' 
Had he ever a chance to be "King of the Jews"? 

Now let, etc. 

Our sense of honor and our sympathies which prove us to 
be good Socialists impel us to ask "What will the Shylock 
do if by government ownership, we destroy the value of 
bis dollar?" What will he do? Well, that is just what is 
needed most, is for him to do something that is beneficial 
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to mankind. There will be scwmething for us all to do, when 
the Shy lock and his dollar stop ti.eir infernal undoing and 
hindering one-half of us from doing what we ought to do, 
and are anxious to do, that is, to produce o\ir portion and 
enjoy a sufficiency of this world's goods; thus to stop their 
horrible career of ruining the lives of individuals and caus- 
ing the downfall of nations. Do they deserve so serious 
a charge? Let us see. In looking over the world's history, 
ancient or modem, it is easy to read between the lines the 
story that it is too true, how the money kings and the godly 
priests have conjured together to make themselves wealthy 
and powerful, and by robbing the masses of the product of 
their labor, thus causing what we call "hard times." Then 
to divert their attention from the true cause of their suffer- 
ings would almost invariably set tliem to warring among 
themselves over some trumped up cause that often did not 
concern them in the least, and would carry their atrocities 
to such extremes that the simple gathering of food was con- 
verted into a terrible struggle for existence. 

It was through the private title, the individual owner- 
shfp of the means of production that jealousies were aroused 
in the human breast and tyrannizing became the mode of 
governing. Then what has been sure to follow? Starving 
people cannot retain their good behavior. Self-respect, 
decency, virtue, and truth become a commodity on the com- 
mon markets and crouch before the throne of godollar, beg- 
ging to be exchanged for bread. These are conditions far 
worse than exist among the lower orders of the animal king- 
dom. Is this because we are civilized, or has Shylock's greed 
been humbugging civilization? Can a woman, though once 
<»ver so noble, surrounded by such environments, bordering 
on the verge of insanity from the pangs of shame and re- 
morse, with the chastity of the home, the love of friends 
lying in ruins about her, can such women impart to their 
offspring a character that will make them true, noble, and 
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patriotic defenders of a country whose leaders know theia 
not? Thus they have sapped from the very foundations of 
fheir government all its adhesive powers. If such a thing 
iH possible then we should never again trace up an effect to 
find its cause. But why do I connect the spiritual advisers 
with such records of crime? Because I must! Because they 
entirely ignore God's own eternally established laws of na- 
ture, as His Divine Word to Man. Knowing as they do that 
those records of the most heinous crimes, those horrible 
threats of a never-ending revenge, were embodied in the Bible 
by the i)atriarchs (?) (property grabbers) for the purpose of 
establishing its divinity by fear, before an innocent but 
ignorant, honest, and willing people, while trembling in fear 
and obedience under the lash of the Shylock priestcraft, who, 
gloating in their selfish glee, clinched their sohenies by 
miracles (?), TRICKS OF MAGICIANS or PARTY POLI- 
TICIANS. Read Jeremiah, 25th chapter — ^the 5th verse 
means stop thinking for yourself. 

And now with all due devotion and humiliatioii, and 
with sincere heartfelt reverence to that omniscient power of 
Knowledge and Truth which rules the universe and all things 
pertaining thereto with a pn*<*islon and an accuracy that 
cannot be described in any book, I ask: Have we not ad- 
vanced to a state of knowledge, to an age of reason, where 
it is not necessary for such ghost stories, and juggled mys- 
teries of the priests of both the Bible and Mammon, to longer 
stand like a barbed-wire fortress between us and our own; 
between the smiles of nearly every father in the land and a 
kiss from his child. That places upon the wife's lips in lieu 
of love's sweet seal only complaints of hard work, and hard- 
ships without even the necessaries of life, let alone the much- 
needed doctor's care, all for the lack of money? Making it 
as they do absolutely impossible for us to do right, because 
it is right, and for humanity's sake. Have we not already en- 
tered into an era where the man to be most admired and 
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honored is he who has a bright, a masterful and sober mind, 
an honest and a generous heart, and whose incentive shall 
be "I ^m but a small portion of humanity." 

Then let us determine that the chiming bells as they 
join in the lullaby to the Twentieth Century shall furnish 
for us the music to which we will sing of ^'One Free Life at a 
Time," and the glories of Direct Legislation. 

A laughing mother is the most precious gem — 
Why support a system that prohibits them? 

No man is thoroughly self-convicted of anything until 
in 'his own heart he believes it to be based upon absolute 
truth. He may be converted, or persuaded, and champion 
a cause with much zeal, but it must at least appear to him 
to be perfect truth before he is satisfied. The simple halluci- 
nation that by some one's mistake or by some turn of fortune 
we may become rich, keeps us forever turning our backs on 
a quiet, happy and peaceful living and sends us humpbacked 
and gray-headed to a poor man's grave. 

Reformers are always in the minority because when their 
advocated reforms are adopted by the majority their labors 
cease as reformers. Again, men have been very scarce who 
had the strength and endurance to combat prevailing diffi- 
culties and still kick judiciously. Such wills have been as 
of iron and the very fact of having severe obstacles to over- 
come has been the means of strengthening that will to almost 
superhuman efforts. Would such a will become inactive un- 
der socialist rule? No, the same spirit that impels a man to 
pile up millions of dollars after he is rich, will then be turned 
to seeking out blessings for humanity and we will have mil- 
lionaires in bright deeds instead of dollars that are forced 
by trickery to represent the welfare of the masses, and it is 
through their efforts, the infidels, the Socialists, the lovers 
of humanity, and the honest kickers, against prevailing cus- 
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toms, such as Jesas Christ, Martin Luther, or Abraham Lin- 
coln, men whoee achievements mark the eras where the ad- 
vancing conditions of men demanded a reform, that this 
world is advancing towards a state of enjoyable living for 
humanity. They say of Robert IngersoU and Thomas Paine 
that they did not offer anything in return for what they 
would destroy. Try "One free life at a time," and as to this 
other religion (or disease), the worshipping of godoUar, surely 
when it is destroyed, these pick-me-up-and-carry-me people, 
will want something in its place. Well, the best way to pre- 
pare for that is to take some measurements of what is to be 
removed. First, we will want something with which to re- 
place the liquor traffic, something that will do better than 
blasting the hopes of our brightest young men, and making 
of them brutal and murderous husbands and father. Becond, 
something to take the place of gambling. (Kill off ninety 
per cent of our population? We often hear it said that wars 
make more work and less men to do it, so wages go up.) 
Third, it is for the dollar that we place arms and ammuni- 
tion in the hands of our uncivilized enemies. But see here, 
this subject is liable to lead us into matters of detail, which 
are best left for the time when they can be put in practice. 

Edward Bellamy and thousands of other saviors have 
gone early to their graves by other routes than the courts 
of Pontius Pilate. Many have died with consumption, and 
other diseases brought on by their labors and worry, by their 
intense sympathies and love for their fellowmen, whom they 
saw wallowing in the slough of despondency, struggling 
against the greed of the Shylock. (A man whose ambition is 
stagnated and his good intentions all thwarted, his efforts 
all baffled by Shylock's stolen opportunities, is as badly 
starved as though deprived of food. 

The works of Jesus as we look back at them through 
the ages of mystery, miracles and misery, shine out superb, 
but be was no more divine than any of the other thirty-flve 
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Mesfiiah'S who have been sprung on a weak people through 
the sly old pagan plaj of miracnloas conception. He was 
th« one man among ail men who was entirely sane in the 
full meaning of the word. He was free from fear in any 
form. He did not striye to adjust natural methods to an 
unnatural nature. 

What form of religion could serve mankind better than 
to simply live each day, as though it were a little life by 
itself, "for sleep is death's little sister." 

GONE INTO THE NEXT ROOM.— Thackery said: 
"Those who have gone from you, you have. Those who de- 
parted loving you, love you still, and you love them always. 
They are not really gome, those dear hearts and true, they 
are only gone into the next room and you will probably get 
up and follow them, and yonder doors will close upon you 
and you will be seen no more." . 

Since that life or soul which inhabits this body as a 
part of the Divine will, has the power to handle, as it were, 
to choose and operate "thoughts," things that are foreign 
to the body, why shall it not continue in active operation 
with them after leaving this tabernacle. It has only laid 
down five little weak senses used to protect and direct the 
body. 

Who knows that the last breath will be more of a strug- 
gle than was the first one, and no pleasanter words ever 
reach the ears of a mother, than when the attending physi- 
cian says "the child is perfect." And just think, that child 
is a Socialist, too, until it is ruined by our fool manner of 
education and our unnatural customs. Until wrenched from 
childhoods blissful gathering of "gems of thought," and 
forced into the ranks of slavery to gather the filthy lucre, 
no wonder a boy looks longingly ahead to the time when he 
can be an independent (?) man, but alas, he only passes from 
one act to another in the same play; he leaves the twig bend- 
ing stage of the game, only to find the "I'm better than you 
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are" fetteni more firmly clinched on soul and body. I hope 
if I have a million lives ahead of me that I may start each 
one as an honest child, for instinctive knowledge is surely 
the result of a previous character; if we are to be eternal 
we have been eternal in one great struggle of progression. 
For proof that we are capable of self-government let us 
look into the majority of the homes of the country. We 
have advanced beyond a stage where it is necessary for the 
wardens of the law or the parsons to make periodical visits 
to our homes, and chastise us for disregarding the law and 
warn us to be more obedient, or expect severe punishment. 
Nearly all homes are a government unto themselves, regard- 
leas of Supreme Courts, State or National Constitutions, and 
moral respect of our neighbors' rights is about the only law 
in use to make us good citizens, at least in all cases where 
the curse of Shylock has not made life unbearable. And since 
this country is merely a collection of homes, would not the 
same style of conduct naturally predominate in the whole 
government under direct legislation? Little notice is given 
to orthodox principles, infant babtism, etc.; and reasonable 
or sane opinions are tolerated; still public opinion inflicts 
its severest punishments on the man whose conduct does not 
conform to an orderly social life. If the teachings of Jesus 
were shorn of all the old Bible myths and made applicable 
to life in this world only, the only life we really know any- 
thing of at present, a life that is sufficient in itself; if busi- 
ness affairs were honestly managed; if we were taught to 
trust to those divine laws of Nature, or God, if you like, to 
guide us through eternity, that have guided us through 
eternity so far; if we could teach to little children that all 
mankind are brothers, and that Jesus was the best brother 
they ever had, because through his teachings their papas had 
been freed from the slavery that the money-changers had 
held them in and that now, instead of their papas scolding 
and hating them, cursing and starving them, he could get 
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fc(r them from Nature all that they needed to make them, 
happy, I dare say t^ithout fear of contradiction that even 
the fifty thousand gospelized tramps could go to work; we 
would not have to manufacture Christians, we would have 
more of them in a minute than you could count on your 
fingers in a long time. And they would be Christians, too, 
half-way through from both sides. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

PREVARICATION. 

Big dog bit'ie! Baby fall! 
Black man there, behind the wall! 
The child thus ruled by fear and lies 
Considers "Good" a mere disguise, 
Tis better to have no faith at all 
Than first to "trust" and then despise 

Stories of police and dismal jail, 
Split hoofs, horns and forked tail 
Pollute the minds of our young folks 
Till crime and vice are "merry jokes"; 
While Nations die, as morals ifail, 
God's only Son is made a Hoax. 

As Jesus taught "Eternal Life" 

He scorned the names of hate and strife. 

The same pure thoughts He proved were best 

Still strive to rule each Human breast. 

But children born where Hell is rife 

Are dead to Peace, they know no Rest. 
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Their tender souls, oft caused to bum 
By plain deceit, they fain would spurn. 
Their field of Life a narrow glade; 
No light for growth, but murkey shade. 
And thus, it is not strange to learn, 
For gain, our Sfaviors are betrayed. 

I once asked a very learned professor, whose knowledge 
had been acquired through extensive travels and hard study, 
which he would prefer as a matter of choice, an unlettered 
state of mind filled with such knowledge as can be gained 
in a study of self and natural truths, or a highly finished 
education? His answer was: "The former lives; the latter 
is so full of nothing and error that he only thinks he lives, 
but if the educated mind be not dammed up with bigotry 
and selfish self-interests it is capable of soaring above the 
other, as the eagle soars above the toad." , 

I was only a small boy when I saw an old gentleman 
greatly tickled because he had had the chance to earn fifty 
cents which would enable him to buy some tea and emgar 
for the table. The impression has never left me that he 
ought not to have been needing those things so badly, be- 
cause he was a Christian, honest and industrious. One day 
I was one of several boys who were having some fun with 
a calf in an old lady's yard, when she came after us with 
a stick and plenty of language not fit to publish, when this 
old gentleman came along. The woman proceeded to turn 
him into a court of justice and began to try our case before 
him, principally to prove that we had lied, so we began to 
draw nearer to them. The old fellow smilingly said he would 
not give a snap for a boy that bad not life enough to get 
into mischief, but, turning to us, he said we ought to find 
plenty of fun without abusing any one, and advised us to 
always be truthful even in our play, and then it would grow 
as a habit with us, and when we were men we would be 
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SDre of the respect of everybody. Thifl little talk from him 
did me more good than all the Psalm-singing and sancti- 
monious prayers or ^^two^for-a-dollar-and^arhalf" sermons I 
ever heard. 

One more instance that occured while I was not yet 
five years old, we attended church at York Centre, Dupage 
county, Illinois. An old preacher whose name I have for- 
gotten, used to draw some of the most horrible '^word pic- 
tures" of a lake of eternal hells fire, imaginable. He had 
me thoroughly scared, and I considered he had divine au- 
thority. One day he went home with us to dinner, and 
while waiting, he had bent a pin at right angles olose to 
the head, with his teeth, and shoved it down his pant-leg, 
so the head showed, the whole pin driven into his thigh; 
then he took me onto his lap and showed it to me. I be- 
lieved it to be a miracle, and gave all credit to his Godly 
power. He would beat it with his fist and say, "You can't 
do that," and enjoyed my amazement for some time; when 
later, I learned of his deception. I hardly know how I did 
feel, and I feel that way yet. 

Is it possible that we, the free and brave Americans, 
are so devoid of manhood, of honor and of pride that it is 
necessary to keep us just on the verge of starvation for the 
purpose of compelling us to do what work is necessary to 
be done? The best we can average to get is less than two 
hundred days' work a year, and because we have not been 
properly paid for that, we are unable to enjoy any of the 
balance of our time as leisure. We are constantly trying to 
rob some one else of a portion of his two hundred days' 
work, and hope thereby to relieve ourselves of a little suf- 
fering and want. It is all "I, Me, My," in a selfish sense; it 
ought to be "We Us, Our." But until we can make "We, 
Us, Our" laws by direct legislation and control; ^We, Us, 
Our" own industrial regulations and own the government 
with all the wealth it produces by us collectively, need we 
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boast of freedom, nor claim that preoinot primary meetings, 
held in every precinct in the land, are any better than a 
king to rnle over us? It were far better to be the subject 
of a human king than of a soulless money system. 

Does not the cry of HELP! HELP!! that you hear from 
nearly every person that you know, either by word or action, 
indicate that there is something wrong which demands our 
earnest and sober consideration? Which is the greater 
crime — ^to discuss these matters as they present themselves 
to us every day of our lives, or to go to the pulpit on Sunday 
in a suit of broadcloth an4 — ^wonder how the chicken is go- 
ing to be cooked. 

Government ownership of all properties will place all 
the essentials of life and happiness in their rightful place 
just as securely and as truthfully as the law of gravitation 
holds all objects in their proper places, and private owner- 
ship is as much a violation ot a natural law as it would be 
to render the law of gravity ineffective. When a man knows 
that with the improved machinery and natural powers of 
today, for four hours' labor a day he is entitled to all the 
necessaries and comforts of life, he is not honest to him- 
self, to his family, or to his country, if he will continue to 
support a "dog-eat-dog" system that compels him to work 
from eight to twelve hours to support a set of aristocrats 
and riiiddle advertisers or gamblers, while he and his, merely 
exist in squallor and despair. 

One of the strongest arguments possible to bring against 
Socialism is that the people will become disinterested and 
lethergied or lazy, and will consider that the world owes 
them a living so they will not have to work. That idea is 
obtained by viewing us in our diseased condition, a disease 
brought about through blasted hopes and ruined opportuni- 
ties which result in despair, remorse, vicious habits and the 
breaking of the golden rule so that it reads: "Do others, 
or they will do you." T want to ask: ^'What is it that 
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hatu prompted millions of people to perform deeds of heroism, 
love and devotion, by almost superhuman efforts and with 
every possible risk and cost, without any hope of reward? 
Are not wages a secondary consideration with the man at 
the throttle of a passenger engine? Was it (13.00 per month 
that called forth the acts of valor, loyalty, bravery and en- 
duram^e from the men of Gettysburg, or took those boys up 
Ban Juan Hill? Or was it love of honorable duty, and a 
feeling of just retribution for tyrannies, similar to those suf- 
fered by every man who is carrying a mortgage. Again, 
what is it that makes a boy play ball just as good on third 
base or first base as he does at the bat? These are slight 
glimpses of NATURAL HUMAK NATURE. 

Another objection is that it will encourage wastefulness, 
but not so; it is the present unsystematized condition that 
not only permits, but compels wastefulness. All things are 
made with as little stability as possible for their early de- 
struction, simply to make a market for more, while with 
every one enjoying a plenty. Their aim would be to pre- 
serve and economise, thereby to keep the necessary labors 
af their rainimums; then pride and self-respect would sup- 
plant our piggish cbaractristics. Again this will not be plac- 
ing beggars on horseback, with whip and spur to over-ride 
nobility and frugality, but it will cure the conditions which 
make beggars and give to every man the opportunty to be 
manly. 

Would a change to socialism induce you or anyone, to 
walk past a drowning person, and refuse to throw them a 
rope or plank, that was in your easy reach? And in this 
same spirit will WE continue to receive the best and noblest 
efforts of those highly competent managers of OUR indus- 
trial and commercial affairs, who are now operating them 
in the interest of private capitalists? 

A capitalist is just as much \n need of labor's asBistAuce. in 
a business sense, as he would need help if he was in deep water 
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and conld not swim, Btill when we ask him if he wants any help 
he says: "Yes, I guess I can give you a job, bnt I cannot pay 
more than $1.15 per day, I get all the men I want for that, and 
many women and children are glad to get work at $2.50 per 
week." 

The time is ripe for this peaoefal reyolntion. The 
hearts of the American people are pure if you will take the 
curse of Shylock off them. As before stated, LET US TRY. 
Understanding is an universal remedy. 

A child up to the age of sixteen will have nothing com- 
pulsory to do but to properly develop the healthy body and 
acquire his school education, receiving such instruction and 
experience as will help him in raising himself. Then one 
year may be spent in traveling and acquainting him or her- 
self with the various arts, trades and professions in order 
to intelligently determine what calling in life he is best 
adapted to, and where his services are most needed; then a 
period of four years will be consumed in preparation for 
work life by giving four or five hours per day as apprentice 
or student, all these expenses to be borne by the general 
government. He will then serve himself and the government 
as a producer uQtil the age of forty-five years, all the while 
receiving the necessary vacations, sustenance, sick benefits 
and hospital cares from the government he serves, and will 
be a pensioned member of the government the rest of his 
life. In regard to finding the living and the exx)ense of the 
government ofBcials, couldn't we just as well deliver to the 
government that portion of that expense, more than we re- 
ceived in return, as well as we pay it all extra now, by 
paying the price of canceled revenue stamps, which is added 
to the price of the article we buy. 

In regard to the political interests of woman and her 
condition, suflBce it to say, that when man has turned his 
rye (the window of his soul) to the light of truth, she will, 
as she always has, when not ground down into slavery by 
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our heel of tyranny, take the lead towards good, or God, 
Heaven or harmony, peace op praise, and forgiving ail the 
past will rejoice with her brother in the glories of one free 
life at a time, because her heart is more sympathetic than 
ours, and she is truer to her convictions; that is why 85 per 
cent of the church workers are women. They simply hope 
they are right and show more willingness to live and act 
upon honest hopes than we do; they know better than we 
"if you would have all the world to love you, you must first 
show that you love all the world." But will not her judg- 
ment and opinion be of more value to our social order and 
our government's welfare if she remain free and untrammeled 
by the responsibility of the ballot, thus placing her on a 
higher plane of reason, hep guiding influence and un- 
prejudiced advice may be of more worth than her vote if 
it be cast under rash or selfish impulses, and leave her un- 
biased in her most important duty of guiding our young citi- 
zens from the cradle to maturity. 

"Socialism is not a theory, it is a living force evolved by 
the class struggle from the development of economic condi- 
tions, and irresistably increasing with that development." 
It is the outgrowth of Socinianism, a sect founded by Socinus, 
a native of Sienna, in Tuscany, in the sixteenth century. 
"Philosophers may philosophize, poets may poetize, theolo- 
gians may anathematize, but for the very reason that capi- 
talists will capitalize, Socialists will socialize. Nor must 
human nature undergo a change before human society can 
pass from its present economic system to the next in the 
order of evolution." We must simply look each to his own 
divine conscience and follow that truth which is in every 
man's heart as our LEADER. Socialism exists now in its 
completeness; the reason we are not enjoying its benefits 
is because we, individually, have not advanced or developed 
to that order or standard of character which the wA.rd Sio- 
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eialism implies, or in other words, our natures are influenced 
and controlled by unnatural customB. 

Spiritual religion, ChurchiBm, or let us call it Paulism, 
is a vaccum in the mental power of man caused by, and 
producing a lack of self-knowledge and wisdom, wherein the 
will, perverted by mythical beliefs, allow the intellect to act 
with full vigor in deceiving the heart and soul of man, and 
by subsituting fantastic joys in another life, it has done more 
than all the other mistakes of humanity to deprive us of hap- 
piness and real life. 

At the present time the whole human family is hunger- 
ing for a universal religion, and these are the principles that 
must constitute its foundation: Why must we individualize 
God when we know that he exists in all Nature. If he did 
not it could not exist. It will be absolutely necessary to take 
from the scriptures that horrible picture of a hateful and 
revengeful man, who is said to have walked and talked with 
a few crazy fanatics, called prophets^ and substitute therefor 
pure Truth and Love, or take God out of that man and place 
him in the human heart at the PRESENT TIME, and to re- 
place the six-day creation with eternal evolution, whose laws 
are governed by that Truth and Love, then we will awaken to 
the fact that we are living beings and a part of God. 

Then our emotions, our true natural sympathies, which 
in God's great plan, should be our eternal bond of unity, 
should be the cementing power that shall hold all human 
hearts in one grand harmonious love for God, cannot be used 
as a halter with which to lead us in blind and thoughtless 
submission to the altar of hellish greed and our own et«^al 
destruction. When we shall dig in our own hearts, as in 
buried cities, for ancient and eternal truths, we will KNOW 
that God never gave to any man the authority to say BE- 
LIEVE or be DAMNED! but that every human heart con- 
tains God's Truth, as every blade of grass contains His sun- 
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light, and to love God, to serve God, op to live in God is 
simply to live ONE FREE LIFE AT A TIME. 

Then the little chore which Jesus undertook, of driving 
the money-changers out of the temple will have been com- 
pleted, and again His voice (the voice of KNOWLEDGE and 
TRUTH) will proclaim, "On Earth Peace, good will toward 
Men." 

And now, just one little word picture: imagine with 
me two little girls just old enough to run about sprightly 
and say things that are oute, when they meet for the first 
time; oup says, halloa, have you got a doll? Yes, I have 
a nice little doll that Auntie made for me and gave it to me 
for Christmas — have you got a doll? Oh, yes, I have got 
just the sweetest doll that ever was and when I lay it down 
it goes to sleep. You just ought to see my doll, and so they 
go on, each sharing the other's joys and pleasures with eoual 
unselfish delight, each loving the other with equal vehem- 
ence, because their love is genuine and natural, each one 
grieves over the other's disappointments and sorrows, with 
the same sincere heartfelt regrets. But soon a line of false 
distinction must be drawn between them, the debt of "easte," 
which society imposes on every living human being, must be' 
paid. One is the daughter of the master, the other, the 
daughter of a slave, the one must be called in and taught 
etiquette and society's dawdles, be dressed in health-destroy- 
ing corsets, gewgaws, frills, jewelry and paints, while the 
other, longingly and grievously wonders why such things 
must be. 

Let us pass on to a period, fifteen years later than their 
first meeting, we see them ^ pass upon the highway; one in 
her plain gingham frock, her clothes, while coarse, yet neat, 
and comfortable, the other gathers up her rustling skirts, 
exposing a high-heeled shoe which is a veritable corn-crib, 
and, to appease haughty pride, she assumes a feeling of un- 
mitural hatred, her lip curls, w^ich denote the protest Qf fl. 
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subdned soul, her face is painted, not €K> much to enhance 
her beauty as to hide the tell-tale expression of a perverted 
will. Tell me, dear reader, which of these girls has been 
robbd? Aye, surely they both have, one has been robbed 
of an opportunity to develop her natural talente, thereby to 
become a noble and worthy member of a complete society, 
the other, while being deprived of all these gems in life, has 
also lost her pure child-heart. 

"Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? 
Why then is not the health of the daughters of my people 
recovered." Jer. 8:22. 

What a pity our friend Jeremiah could not have been 
a little more sociable with his co-worker Isaiah. (Bead Jer., 
chap. 8, ver. 16.) They might have discovered that *^0 ONE 
EXCEPT AIJ. THE PEOPLE (themselves included), could 
possibly know, what laws are worth sanctioning, and what 
ones should be vetoed. 

So let us forever (at the present time) Pray, yes, I, a 
Heretic, an Infidel, or a Pantheist, am asking you to Pray 
with me, but, while doing so, do not crouch like a whipped 
slave, don't close your eyes to Truth and Reason, don't clasp 
your hands as in entire submission, but by an earnest desire, 
a strong WILL from our whole souls and minds, we shall 
force into action a temperament of thought waves through- 
out the world, that will strike the chords of LOVE, the heart- 
strings of Humanity, or God, in harmony, and will prove a 
greater power than all the armies combined with their en- 
gines of destruction, just as the sun is a power over the 
mists of the morning. 

In closing let me say,' if you feel that you paid too 
much for this book, read it again, remembering that every 
man's life is just what he makes it. Tell the children that 
just as they train their will powers, the character must be 
formed, a fact that theorizing or a belief can not possiblv 
disprove. Thus are we each, the Creator and ruler of the 
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"thought world" in which we live. We MUST stop jieM ii^ 
to imaginary fears if we would LIVE "One Free Life at a 
Time." 



AN AFTERMATH. 



This is the day of Judgment 
In meekness receive this vow. 

This is the day of Judgment 
There is no time but now. 

This is the day of Judgment 
In Nature's way made known 

This is the day of Judgment 
And Truth reclaims her own. 

This is the day of Judgment 
Hail to the world, ahoy! 

This is the day of Judgment 
Herald the news with joy. 

This is the day of Judgment 
Direct Legislation wins, . 

This is the day of Judgment 
When Peace on earth begins. 

This is the day of Judgment, 
Cherish the words in love, 

This is the day of Judgment; 
And Heaven is NOT above. 

This is the day of Judgment, 
It is here in the reach of all. 

This is the day of Judgment, 
And tyranny is gone to the wall. 
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This is the day of Judgment, 
Proclaim as the thunders roll. 

This is the day of Judgment, 
Of the universal soul. 

This is the day of Judgment, 
Heed not the breakers roar. 

This is the day of Judgment, 
And the night of greed is O'er. 

This is the day of Judgment, 
Firm justice^ our hallowed mace, 

This is the day of Judgment, 
By freedom comes boundless grace. 

This is the day of Judgment, 
When troubles and sorrows cease, 

This is the day of Judgment, 
Glad, Universal Peace. 



